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Advocates for full inclusion in The Unit-
ed Methodist Church lovingly confronted 
the dismissive and hurtful words, actions, 
and attitudes of delegates of the General 
Conference.

After 40 years of the exclusionary poli-
cies, the General Conference conducted 
only one hour of “holy conversation” on the 
subject of the inclusion of lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, and transgender (LGBT) people on 
first day of the General Conference.

Many people reported experiencing 
hurtful words and actions during these 
“holy conversations.” Members of the coali-
tion working for full inclusion set the tone 
for the coming week by speaking out against 
demeaning words and actions against LGBT 
people.

During the Thursday evening plenary, 
Mark Miller, a delegate from New Jersey and 
an openly gay man, brought the concerns 
of the coalition before the General Confer-
ence.

As he rose to speak, other LGBT del-
egates gathered around as a visible sign of 
support.

Miller spoke as a point of personal priv-
ilege, and even though the bishop tried to 
silence his comments by ruling him “out of 
order,” Miller offered this witness:

 “As an elected, credentialed member of 
this General Conference, I am offering my 
voice to say that the attempt at Holy Con-
versation about Human Sexuality yester-
day was incomplete. The need for authentic 

‘When We are Harmed,
the Church is Harmed’

– Gay Delegates Confront Church Bullying

Mark Miller confronts church bullying, surrounded by LGBT delegates Jorge Lockward,
Jen Ihlo, Amory Peck, Sean Delmore, and Joey Lopez. Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.

conversation about human sexuality is so 
important. However, the process that we at-
tempted yesterday failed us.

“It failed because of a lack of leadership 
and oversight, because the process did not 
respect people. It didn't plan for the care 
of those who were hurt by the process, so 
we are standing here as gay and lesbian del-
egates.

“Yesterday the church did us harm, but 
when we're harmed, the church is harmed. 

We serve at every level of the church, though 
very few will admit it. We were bullied emo-
tionally, piritually, and physically, and it 
didn't seem like anyone did anything.

“We abide by Wesley's rule of do no 
harm, and we feel the rule was broken.” 
Here, Miller sighed.

“So we stand here because we can't wait 
for broken promises to fix themselves. It's 
time for our church to live our resurrection 

HArM, continued on page 6

by Jan Olson

I couldn’t drag myself out of bed Friday 
morning, the 27th. I kept wondering why I 
was so tired and why I couldn’t get myself to 
move. I’d had enough sleep. My body didn’t 
ache any worse than it does most morn-
ings. 

I wanted to get up to distribute the Love 
Your Neighbor coalition newspaper, which 
I really enjoy. So what was keeping me from 
getting up?

I couldn’t come up with an answer. I just 
kept resetting the alarm clock for later and 
later. When I finally swung my feet over the 
side of the bed, I just sat there, immobile, at 
a loss for what was the matter with me.

Finally, I realized that it was something 
that happened Thursday night. At the plena-
ry session, I heard Mark Miller’s voice crack 
as he talked about harm. I saw the emotion 
of years of abuse by people who profess to 
know Jesus. I felt my own emotions spilling 
out with my tears as left the convention cen-
ter.  I was unable to understand it all.

My thoughts have been swirling. I have 
been trying to make sense of it all. 

I have been wondering why people hate 
people like me so much. I can’t make sense 
of people who say they love Jesus and want 
to follow him but can be so hurtful, so harm-
ful, and so down-right mean. 

And then I try to hate them back but I 
can’t find that feeling. I know hate is wrong. 
I know it’s not how God wants me to feel.

COMMENTARY: Dealing With the GC Blues

But I still want to. I want to be able to 
hate them so I don’t have to feel the pain, the 
rejection, and the confusion.

It’s not in my nature. It’s not the way I re-
ally want to live.   don’t want to be like those 
that hurt us, that hurt me, by judging what 
God has made me to be.

So I sit here in the pain. Not even hoping 
this morning that things will change. Just 
hoping that I will find the energy, the desire, 
the need to reach out to my friends.
Jan Olson is a long-time, committed member 
of Affirmation and the Affirmation Council. 
She lives in Chicago with her wife. 

Photo by Kathleen Barry, UMNS

Gay people were called drug addicts, • 
drug dealers, and prostitutes in multiple 
settings.
Gay people identified as practicing • 
bestiality.
Gay people were called alcoholics.• 
Often gay people were identified as • 
“those” people.  Not part of the family, 
not delegates.
One translator visibly turned his back • 
against a delegate and put distance 
between them when the delegate self 
identified as gay.
One delegate kept hitting an identi-• 
fied gay delegate while waving his arms 
around passionately while speaking.
One translator was so upset at the hate • 
language heart that the translator came 
in tears to apologize to a gay delegate.

Harm Was Done
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More than ever before, the Coalition needs 
your support to inspire our United Methodist 
Church to become more grace-fi lled, just, and 
loving toward all of God’s peoples. Th ere are 
many ways you can give, including:

by The Mystery Ally

I said “sure” when a friend asked if I 
would like to join her at an upcoming bar-
becue. 

When the day arrived, I put my store-
bought desserts on a plate from home, but 
there was no fooling this group – they were 
a bunch of “foodies.” 

Not only were they foodies, they were 
perfect people – you know the type. Then 
bit by bit I learned that these perfect people 
foodies all went to the same church. You got 
it: I had been ambushed. This “barbecue” 
had been schemed in an attempt to get me 
to become a member of their church. I was 
mad!

I suppressed my fury and faked polite 
conversation with the perfect people. I lis-
tened in disgust as a couple spoke of their 
gay son, how embarrassed they were that he 
was a hairdresser and going on and on about 
how they had tried to straighten him out to 
no avail. 

I had no appetite, and just sat there eat-
ing my perfect food in this perfect house 
with these people who I was learning were 
not so perfect. 

I felt like if I were to share my true feel-
ings with this group that I would be escorted 
out of the perfect house – which was sound-
ing pretty good by this point. 

Then it happened. 
In order to maximize church pressure 

on the one non-member, we traded tables at 
the next course and I was seated next to this 
woman who started sharing how she was so 
at a loss to know what to do about the up-
coming wedding of her nephew. 

She wanted to attend but how ever could 
she, since he was going to marry a man. 

That was it, I could not stifle my feelings 
for a second longer ‒ I was so disgusted with 
myself for staying quiet during the entire 
hairdresser conversation ‒ that I let it rip.

I went on and on about how I had noth-
ing but positive feelings toward gays and 
how very different my life is, for the better, 
due to the gay family and friends I have and 
have had. 

I started sharing very personal things, 

From Silence to Honesty...to Joy
just like you do when you sit next to a 
stranger on an airplane. I was so not going 
to be seeing this woman again – I certainly 
was not going to be attending her church 
and most definitely would not be going to 
another one of these “barbecues”! 

I told her how it was my gay friend’s love, 
kindness, and compassion that had gotten 
me through the darkest period of my life. 
I shared how my straight friends had tried 
very hard to help but it was what I like to call 
the “magical compassion” of my gay friends 
that truly guided me through. 

She asked how I could possibly reconcile 
such feelings with what the Bible says. I told 
her that this was not a problem for me. She 
ended the evening with a hug and thanked 
me so very much for sharing such personal 
feelings. 

Later, when her e-mail arrived in my 
inbox, I could not believe my eyes. She had 
attended the wedding. Not only had she at-
tended as the only family member, she had 
actually had a wonderful time – so wonder-
ful that her nephew and his new husband 
were going to visit her on their honeymoon! 
Who knew? 

She thanked me profusely and stated 
that what I had shared with her had con-
vinced her to go. I was in shock. 

What had started out as an evening of to-
tal disgust turned into one of sheer joy. Her 
nephew had family at his wedding because 
I had spilled my guts. Who knows if I had 
spoken up during the hairdresser conversa-
tion, I probably would have been removed 
from the event and would never have had 
the opportunity to have the one-on-one 
conversation that I did with this woman.

The church members’ plan was most 
definitely to plant a seed in me that night, 
and I ended up being able to plant a rainbow 
seed instead. 

As my mother has always said, it is all 
about timing and doing what you can with 
what you have. 
The Mystery Ally is a member of PFLAG 
Denver. She wrote the May 2012 newsletter 
column of the same name; Sara Winter, Edi-
tor.
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Asking for Grace
The article “Divest! United Methodists 

Take Action to Cut Church Ties to Military 
Occupation” of April 27 was attributed to 
Chris Hazou. The author is Pam Bailey, a 
United Methodist freelance journalist and 
co-founder of the Palestinian Gandhi Proj-
ect. 

The official BMCR spokespersons at 
General Conference are Rev. Ronnie Miller-
Yow and Pamela Crosby. BMCR members 
Dr. Cheryl Anderson, Dr. Pamela Lightsey, 

and Rev. Gil Caldwell were incorrectly iden-
tified in Neighbor News as BMCR spokes-
persons. We apologize for this error.

Love  Your Neighbor News misidenti-
fied Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar as the 
bishop of the North Central New York Con-
ference in yesterday’s story about Sunday’s 
Common Witness Coalition noon worship. 
Bishop Devadhar is in his second quadren-
nium as the bishop of Greater New Jersey 
Annual Conference. We regret this error.

Calendar of Events
Saturday, April 28

40th Anniversary of "incompatibility •	
language" in the Book of Discipline of 
the United Methodist Church

Please note: breakfast and lunch will •	
be offered in The Tabernacle on Sat-
urday.

MFSA Reception "Out of the Wilder-•	
ness"
Location: Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel 
Ballroom (111 W Fortune St, Tampa)
Time: 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Appreciation for volunteers, leaders, 
and all justice seekers attending Gener-
al Conference. Light refreshments, gifts, 
fun and surprises.

Daily Communion is provided by Af-•	
firmation
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 5:15 - 5:30 p.m.

NAFAUM Dinner (second of two •	
evenings)
Dinner and hospitality provided for GC 
delegates by the National Association of 
Filipino-American United Methodists 

Location: Hyde Park UMC, 500 West 
Platt St, Tampa
Time: during the evening dinner break, 
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.
A relaxed gathering for fellowship;  
possible caucus meeting

Sunday, April 29

Love Prevails: Amy DeLong Preach-•	
ing
Location: Lakewood United Methodist 
Church 
A Reconciling Congregation
Time: 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
5995 Dr Martin Luther King St S
Saint Petersburg FL, 33705
Phone: (727) 867-2556

GCOSROW Service•	
Location: Convention Center Ballroom 
b
Time: 10:00 am - 12:00 p.m.

Coalition Worship: For the Love of •	
God and Neighbor
Location: Ferguson Theater, Straz Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts
1010 N. Macinnes Place, Tampa

Time: 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. (See article, p. 5 
of this issue)
Preaching: Rev Dr. James Cone, 
author of "The Cross and the Lynching 
Tree."

Love Your Neighbor Ice Cream Social•	
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

RMN Dance Rehearsal for all ages and •	
abilities
Led by MOSAIC; all coalition members 
and friends welcome!
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 4:30 - 5:15 p.m.

Africana Dinner, Black Methodists •	
for Church Renewal
BMCR honors and celebrates the Afri-
can delegates, 
African bishops and their spouses, and 
other African church leaders.
Location: Hyatt Regency
Time: 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
(This event is sold out.)

Mosaic Candlelight Vigil "Do No •	
Harm"
Dick Greco Plaza (the HART stop di-
rectly across the street 
from the Convention Center)
9:30 - 10:00 p.m.

Check out our 
website at

gc12.org

Follow the
Twitter hashtag

#gc12love
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The Coalition believes it is important to 
elect a fair and impartial Judicial Council 
which consists of members who are unen-
cumbered by commitments to a particular 
agenda. Everyone has a point of view, but 
some have predetermined issues they hope 
to bring to the Council.

The best way to assure that exceptional 
nominees are elected is to only consider 
those who have been nominated by the 
Council of Bishops.

The Bishops have the chance to review 
and ask questions and discern the best 
people to serve on this critical body. Those 
nominated from the floor are sometimes 
wonderful people but they have not been 
vetted by a larger group. 

Since General Conference in Cleve-
land in 2000, some delegates who belong 
to Confessing/Good News have stepped to 
the floor after the Bishops nominate their 

Electing a Fair and Impartial
Judicial Council

Preeminent Black scholar, Dr. James Cone will preach to the
Love Your Neighbor Coalition on "The Cross and the Lynching Tree."

Music Minister
Rev. DeLyn Celec

Worship Leader
Rev. Tanya Linn Bennett, Ph.D.

April 29th, 2012
Twelve O'Clock, Noon

by Trey Comstock, Jared Evans, and
Pamela Green

 A student coalition is mobilizing to have 
a voice in the University Senate. Trey Com-
stock, Jared Evans, and Pamela Green are 
rallying other students and young people to 
speak up and speak out on this issue with a 
great deal of importance to young people.

To quote The United Methodist Church’s 
website, the University Senate is “an elected 

Student Voices for the
University Senate

stitutions affiliated with The United Meth-
odist Church.”

This gives this group a great deal of con-
trol over seminaries and United Methodist 
affiliated universities. The General Confer-
ence will elect four members to this body on 
Monday during the morning plenary: two 
heads of schools and two others with posi-
tions at educational institutions.

The growing student coalition seeks fair, 
competent, and unencumbered leadership 
for this vital organization.

Thursday night, several ideologically 
motivated candidates were nominated from 
the floor. The groups behind these candi-
dates seek to close or disassociate the church 
from academic institutions with views other 
than their own and divert attention to a par-

Trey Comstock, Pamela Green, and Jared Evans work together to 
add young adult voices to University Senate elections.

A Middle Way:
Marcus Briggs-Cloud and the Church

slate to nominate individuals to serve on the 
Council. 

They did this again last Thursday night.
If their nominees are elected, they are 

beholden to these caucuses and sometimes 
will try to do their bidding. 

In 2000, with four of the five people 
elected from the floor, the church suffered 
from a very divisive Judicial Council. The 
delegates electing them just didn't have 
enough information to adequately screen 
these nominees, which is why we recom-
mend to only considering Council of Bish-
ops nominees.

The Council of Bishops has nominated 
a broad group from across the Jurisdictions 
and Central Conferences. Let's consider 
them first, and elect fair, impartial and un-
encumbered members who have integrity 
and will serve well the Church we all love.

Maskoke creation stories water is the first 
medicine, so he invited those visiting his 
homeland to take care of the earth.

He recognizes that the colonial culture, 
which favors heterosexuality and patriarchy, 
often tries to silence voices that offer a more 
generous way. He is committed to speaking 
truth but wants to be approachable so peo-
ple can inquire. 

His appearance invites curiosity about 
his culture, with colorful medicine beads 
around his neck and tattoos on his wrists 
symbolizing Wind Clan. As part of a matri-
lineal culture, he proudly states that his part-
ner, Tawna Little, of the Skunk Clan, comes 
from Methodist ministers on both sides 
of her family and together they are raising 
their 7 year old niece in Oklahoma.

He recognizes that there is a sense of re-
sistance and those who will say, “It used to 
be your land but it’s not anymore.” However, 
he has a sense of hope for alliances of op-
pressed peoples, like the Love Your Neigh-
bor Coalition, coming together to develop 
better theology and call the church into a 
more respectful future.

The Native American Comprehensive 
Plan is available from the Act of Repentance 
booth in the GC display area.

Video of the interview with Briggs-
Cloud is available at www.gc12.org, click on 
the “Home-kit” link.

by Kelly Turney 

In Maskoke culture there is a third word, 
beyond male and female, a middle way–en-
vrkepv. It is a holy concept of a person in be-
tween gender. Born with special gifts, such 
persons traditionally would have medicine 
responsibility. But talking about such a tra-
dition is difficult in the English language 
which makes no provision for such diver-
sity. 

As a professor of philosophy and his-
tory at the College of the Muscogee Nation, 
Marcus Briggs-Cloud, who blessed the Gen-
eral Conference at its outset on Tuesday, has 
worked on the intersection of EuroAmeri-
can and Native American traditions. He is 
passionate about how Indigenous contribu-
tions strengthen the Church of Jesus Christ. 
Including native voices is critical, he says, in 
developing a theology that will proclaim the 
inclusive love of the gospel and offer libera-
tion to all. 

Part of the musical leadership team for 
General Conference, he began the gathering 
with a bold welcome reminding us of the 
shameful history when Indigenous People 
were removed from their native lands. 

Indeed, the ancestors of his in-laws were 
deported from the colonial Florida area in 
the 1850s. His vocabulary unapologetically 
called attention to white privilege and a cul-
ture that ignores the gifts of creation. In the 

body of pro-
f e s s i on a l s 
in higher 
e du c at i on 
created by 
the General 
Conference 
to deter-
mine which 
s c h o o l s , 
c o l l e g e s , 
u n i v e r s i -
ties, and 
t h e o l o g i -
cal schools 
meet the 
criteria for 
listing as in-

ticular issue away from the broader work of 
the University Senate.

To counteract this, the group being or-
ganized seeks to help elect people to the 
University Senate who will bring an open 
and capable mind to their work.

The student coalition sees supporting the 
Council of Bishops’ nominees, which were 
also put forward Thursday evening, as a possi-
ble way forward. These individuals have been 
review by their Annual Conference’s bishop, 

more young people and students into the 
discussion of what is the right course of ac-
tion. They will be holding a meeting, today, 
in Ballroom B at 5:15 p.m.

This is an issue with a direct impact on 
the lives of young people. Thus, it should be 
young people speaking out and helping de-
cide the fate of the election. Please join us 
at 5:15 p.m. to continue to the answer the 
question “Where are the Young People?” by 
lending your voice.

Trey Comstock, Jared Evans, and Pamela 
Green are MDiv students at Candler School 
of Theology and seeking ordination in The 
United Methodist Church.

their Juris-
d i c t i o n a l 
College of 
Bishops, as 
well as the 
C o u n c i l 
of Bishop. 
This level 
of vetting 
lends con-
fidence to 
their com-
p e t e n c y , 
ability, and 
fairness.

O r g a -
nizers want 
to bring 
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by Jan Olson

At GC 2008, amid all of the people handing out newsletters Monday morning, there 
were people with shopping carts dressed up like the people in a cereal commercials handing 
out samples.  It’s hard enough to get people to take newsletters, let alone when they have a 
cereal sample in their hand.

I saw a man distributing the Good News Focus handout drop his stack of newsletters.  
Immediately, a man from RMN and one from the Inter-Ethnic group knelt to help corral 
the errant papers

A short while later a delegate dropped the cereal sample he had been given  A man pass-
ing out the Good News Focus looked at the dropped box and turned around to continue 
passing out his newsletters, leaving the over-loaded delegate to pick up the box himself.

You tell me – whose behavior was following Jesus’ command to Love Your Neighbor?

Who Was Following Jesus?

By Walter Lockhart

On a hot muggy afternoon, nothing is 
more refreshing than a dip in a swimming 
pool or a cool wave at a beach.  Suddenly 
the body feels right again and the humidity 
and heat no longer stifle the creative energy.  
There is a moment when all feels right and 
the hot Tampa day is forgotten.  Air condi-
tioning can do the same thing, but I usually 
get cold and have my system confused. 

As we remember our baptism, we re-
member that we are refreshed with the con-
tinual love of God.  When you wash your 
face in the morning, remember your bap-
tism.  Remember that God has promised 
to walk with us through our entire journey.  
God is faithful, Amen!

God is faithful to all of creation. We are 
called to be faithful to each other.  Love Your 
Neighbor is not slogan.  Living out love is 
our faithfulness to our baptismal covenant.  
When we love, we are able to feel right with 
the world and find that the stifling troubles 
of today are quenched like a cool dip in the 
swimming pool.

Water Cools &
Nourishes the 
Journey by  Walter Lockhart

Some of us are only visiting this gather-
ing of United Methodists for one day. Some 
of us will be here for the whole two weeks. 
Some of our international sisters and broth-
ers are here for over three weeks. All of the 
members of the Love Your Neighbor coali-
tion are here to witness to the power of God’s 
presence in our quest to make this world a 
better place. 

As you continue the General Confer-
ence journey, take a moment to assess your 
personal care plan. Where are you going to 
get good healthy food to eat? The Love Your 
Neighbor Tabernacle is a good choice. 

When are you going to get enough sleep 
and rest? The heat can leave you dehydrated 
and tired.

How are you going to care for your 
soul? 

This is my fifth General Conference. The 
energy level is often very high. People’s emo-
tions are close to the surface, and it is very 
easy to become spiritually exhausted. 

As one of the coalition chaplains, I en-
courage you to have a spiritual care plan in 
place for your time at GC 2012 (see Chap-
lian box). Where will you find safe places 
to discuss what you are feeling? When will 
you make time for public and private wor-
ship? Evening communions during the din-
ner break at the Love Your Neighbor Taber-
nacle? How will you keep God in your life 
throughout this event? 

Take care of yourself. Be gentle to your-
self, and to all of the neighbors we have in 
Tampa. Remember that we are all loved. 
Amen.

Be Good
to Yourself 

by  Tim Tennant-Jayne

 Please join Affirmation: United Meth-
odists, for a party tonight at the Tabernacle. 

Today, April 28, marks an historic day in 
the life of The United Methodist Church. It 
is the 40th Anniversary of the insertion of 
the inaccurate and hurtful “incompatible” 
clause into The Book of Discipline.

This is a very sad day. 
It is also a date that needs to be remem-

bered. But how should we mark it?
We could don sackcloth and ashes in 

sadness. We could stand outside General 
Conference in anger. 

But as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, queer, and people of faith have done 
for years, Affirmation is throwing a party to 
remind ourselves and the world that we are 
indeed still here. 

We are sad; we are angry; we're still a 
very queer people, and still very much a 
very queer people. 

 So, we recollect the Sweet Spirit of Jo-
seph who happily wore a colorful brides-
maid's dress. 

‘Sweets for the Sweet’ Party 
Saturday

by An Affirmation Member

It was a thrilling experience to see out 
lesbian Amory Peck from the Pacific North-
west give part of the laity address. We as a 
church are making progress.

And yet as far as we’ve come, Affirma-
tion is here because there’s still so far to go. 
Peck wasn’t able to speak of the terrible pain 
our church has visited on its lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender members, and 
LGBT people seeking GOD.

Our members were born and baptised 
into the church and General Conference af-
ter General Conference has said that they’re 
incompatible with Christian teaching.Even 
if they’ve found that special person they 
want to spend the rest of their life with, the 
church will not bless their union

Countless lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people who feel the presence of 
God in their lives look for a church home 
but find that The United Methodist Church 
does not officially welcome them. They may 
be fortunate to find a church that does.

They may join a somewhat tolerant Unit-
ed Methodist congregation and then try to 
transfer their membership, only to be barred 
from membership by a pastor who demands 
that they change their in-born sexual orien-
tation or gender identity, or promise to live 
a celibate (and lonely) life.

Perhaps they’ll find a church that will 
tolerate their attendance and take their of-
fering, but one day calls to tell them that 
they’re just not welcome anymore. Or per-
haps an Administrative Council chair will 
decide to “address the homosexual prob-
lem” and attempt to oust a long time LGBT 
member.

All of the above scenarios have hap-
pened and reflect Judicial Council rulings 
and General Conference policies. The last 
one happened to me.

The United Methodist Church has a 
lot of work on its road to achieving perfec-
tion.We do rejoice that Amory Peck, an out 
lesbian, was part of the laity address at this 
general conference. It’s a sign that change is 
indeed coming. 

We look forward to the day when Gen-
eral Conference will remove all hurtful lan-
guage from The United Methodist Book 
of Discipline. We look forward to the day 
when all are truly welcome in The United 
Methodist Church.
The author requested anonymity because he 
is afraid the bishop or district superintendent 
for his congregation will “punish” his pastor 
for being accepting or “punish” the congrega-
tion by replacing this accepting pastor with a 
pastor who preaches condemnation.

The Laity Address:
Joy and Sadness

The Love Your Neighbor Coalition 
recognizes that General Conference can 
be a stressful and sensitive time for many 
who attend or watch online.

Affirmation: United Methodists for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and 
Queer Concerns is providing a Chaplain 
hotline that will be staffed 24 hours a day 
until May 25th. Call 813-200-8860. Rev. 
Walter Lockhart and Rev. Becky Sechrist 
will also be available at the communion 
services in the Tabernacle each evening 
at the beginning of the dinner break.

Chaplains Are Here 
For You!

We recall the Sweet Spirit of Queen 
Vashti who liked her women more than her 
King. We celebrate the Sweet Spirit of Jona-
than who loved David. We honor the Sweet 
Spirit of each of you. 

And, in the words of the old hymn, we 
remember that, “There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit 
in this place. There are sweet expressions on 
each face and I know that it’s the Spirit of 
the Lord.” 

This first week of General Conference is 
almost done. Let us take a few minutes and 
celebrate our lives. Let us celebrate God's 
Spirit within each of us. 

 This Saturday evening, after General 
Conference concludes for the day, and after 
our Neighborhood Gathering in the Taber-
nacle, Affirmation will host a “Sweets for the 
Sweet” reception in the Tabernacle. 

Please join us at 9:30ish (General Con-
ference time), for a variety of beverages, 
snacks, and sweets for all you sweet people. 

All Queer people are welcome, whether 
you are bisexual, transgender, lesbian, gay, 
or an ally. Come on down to the Tabernacle 
for Sweets for the Sweet.

Photo Curtesy of UMNS
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by Joy Watts

I have to laugh. I honestly thought I 
knew no gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgen-
der people. I certainly didn’t expect the first 
one to be my child.

When our daughter Andrea came out to 
us, I was in total shock. I came the closest 
I’ve ever been to clinical depression.

I was scared to death for her. Snide re-
marks. Harassment. Bullying. Gay guys 
beaten up. Lesbians raped. The church say-
ing homosexuality was incompatible with 
Christian teaching. My constant prayer was 
that Andrea would change.

I wanted to know more about this con-
dition of my daughter. I went to hear Jeremy 
Marks, a well-known leader of Transforma-
tion Ministries. Jeremy had left the ex-gay 
movement because after 14 years he never 
knew anyone whose sexual orientation had 
changed! He regretted the harm they had 
done.

Then I read Mel White’s “Stranger At 
the Gate.” No one had tried harder not to be 
gay! Homosexuality wasn’t a choice. Andrea 

A CHANGE OF HEART: Love Opened My Eyes
I did know Jesus said: “Love the little 

children,” as well as “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” By “love,” I don’t think Jesus meant 
to reject.

I met people in East Ohio Reconciling 
Ministries Network (RMN), and the Meth-
odist Federation for Social Action (MFSA), 
United Methodists who plainly state homo-
sexuality is not a sin.

Every time we met, I cried, releasing 
some of the pain. I discovered our daughter, 
a Conference Council on Youth Ministries 
leader, had found them at Lakeside before I 
did. I was so grateful!

I know the statistics on gay teen suicide. 
That could have been my daughter!

I stopped my constant prayer for my 
daughter to be changed and let God change 
me.

Where was my official United Methodist 
Church during all my struggles? Harming 
more people by voting and upholding bans 
on things concerning gay folks. Where was 
my local church at that time? Completely si-
lent!

I have since enriched my life with many 

had told me that. “Why would I choose it? 
It’s so much harder. God must have made 
me this way.”

I attended Bible studies and read many 
books on theology. I learned Sodom and 
Gomorrah was not about homosexuality, 
but gang rape. That Ezekiel tells us the sin of 
Sodom was pride, excess food, ease, and not 
helping the poor and needy.

wonderful, talented gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender friends, and, let me add, 
despite our Discipline, friends in Christ!

The East Ohio Conference, along with 
the larger United Methodist Church, has 
thrown away its share of kids and very gift-
ed present and future clergy—because they 
happen to be gay—denying their call from 
God and forfeiting their gifts. All have a sto-
ry of pain linked to the church.

Because of Mark, Sue, Leland, Jennifer, 
Carl, Chett, David, Delyn, Gloria, Harry, 
Jorge, Will, Beth, Amy, Joey. . . and all the 
Andreas and children yet to come, I will not 
stop begging The United Methodist Church 
to remove it’s discriminatory language.

I am joined by thousands of United 
Methodists. Even 1,100 clergy who have 
signed a pledge to do same sex marriages 
and unions. The struggle will never end un-
til full acceptance comes.

Straight parents will continue having gay 
kids—and they, their allies, and courageous 
clergy will persevere!

by Kelly Turney

Vince Gonzales knows the kind of sys-
temic prejudice and discrimination he has 
been sent here to monitor by the General 
Commission on Race and Religion. 

A few years ago, Gonzales was a speaker 
at an international United Methodist sym-
posium.While there, he was mistaken as the 
parking valet. When he recounted the event 
to white colleagues they found the story hu-
morous.

The pain of such experiences motivates 
Gonzales to rid the church of prejudice. 

And so he is part of the team that moni-
tors the actions at General Conference, “no-
ticing” the diversity of participants and how 
they are treated, asking who gets included 
and who is ignored. They analyze and report 
their findings daily to help the church find 
its way to equity. 

He has a passion for this work. In his 
professional life, he works with the Texas 
courts to help them understand the mitigat-
ing factors for those on death row.

Where others see distinctions between 
types of discrimination, he sees only con-
nections. He believes we must see the links 
behind prejudice.

“Until we’re willing to stand with LGBT 
people, the church can’t be helpful in over-
coming disability or racial or gender dis-
crimination.,” he said. “The church must 
recognize that it’s here for all  those who are 
oppressed.”

Discrimination
Connections Monitored

by Lois McCullen Parr

“A congregation that fosters racism, sex-
ism, and homophobia and division is not a 
vital congregation,” asserts M. Garlinda Bur-
ton, the top executive of The United Meth-
odist Church’s General Commission of the 
Status and Role of Women (GCSRW).

Sunday’s GCSRW worship will be a “cel-
ebration of our hope for inclusion in the 
Church,” she said. “We haven’t gotten there 
yet as regards to women, as to GLTBQ per-
sons, and as to race and ethnicity.

“We want to celebrate what God does 

Garlinda Burton.
Photo Credit: GCSrW

rev. Dr. Pamela Lightsey urges full inclusion as a United Methodist 
Black scholar and lesbian woman. Photo by Paul Jeffrey, UMNS.

Celebrating Four Decades of Faithfulness
as Witnesses to God’s Inclusive Love

General Commission on the Status and
Role of Women (GCSRW)

Sunday 10 a.m. Worship at Convention Center

young adult lay person from the Central 
Texas Conference; and the Rev. Dr. Pamela 
Lightsey, Associate Dean of Community 
Life and Lifelong Learning and Clinical As-
sistant Professor of Contextual Theology 
and Practice at Boston University School of 
Theology, and an RMN and CWAC Board 
Member.

Lightsey, who is also Co-Chair of the 
Womanist Approaches to Religion and So-
ciety Group of the American Academy of 
Religion, was among the Black Scholars who 
endorsed the Retired Bishops’ call to ban 
discrimination of people who are GLBTQ.

“I’ve studied Queer Theology for years,” 
says Lightsey, who self-identified as lesbian 
in Thursday’s Common Witness Coalition 
LYN Tabernacle Luncheon; she says naming 
herself yesterday was “necessary.”

“The stakes are high and we can’t afford 
to be silent,” says the pastor and scholar. “As 
a theologian, I’m making some shifts in my 
understanding of queer theology and its im-
pact on people of color, and the more I study 
it, the more I’m quite sure people of color 
– specifically Black folk – don’t understand 
what you mean when you say ‘queer,’” she 
said. “It’s rather ambiguous.

“I don’t have the luxury to be ambigu-
ous during this General Conference – for 
the sake of Black LGBTQ persons,” Light-
sey continued, “as a leading Black scholar, 
I need to be quite clear in order to support 
and help persons of color.” Lightsey said she 
also knows that her coming out helps the 
entire community (gay as well as straight) 
stand for diversity.

Lightsey’s bio, which names her as 
“queer,” has been public for some time, but 
she says the use of “queer” is not about mak-
ing a political statement. “I am not wanting 
to toy around with ambiguity,” she said, “and 
the Church needs to hear that.”

The ministry of GCSRW has always 
been to ensure fair and equitable status for 
women and for others who are marginal-
ized, says Lightsey, who names GCSRW’s 
concern about the restructuring of the UMC 
that could “gobble up” the Commission and 
other agencies that support diverse minis-
tries.

GCSRW is one of 12 such church-wide 
agencies of the UMC, and one of two in-
dependent Commissions (the other is the 
General Commission on Religion and Race) 
who are charged with advocating, monitor-
ing, and challenging the church to seek jus-
tice and inclusiveness.

GCSRW favors Common Witness Co-
alition partner MFSA’s restructuring plan 
for the denomination. Lightsey says that she 
is troubled to think of the possibility of set-
backs that could come in gains that women 

and other marginalized persons have made 
over the last 40 years that GCSRW has been 
doing its work.

As one of Sunday’s witnesses in GC-
SRW’s worship, Lightsey will expand on 
the Acts texts with a view to the ministry of 
the Commission: “GCSRW has been inten-
tional about its ministry to transform the 
world to be representative of the diverse 
voices in our Church and world.”

The testimonies will come to their con-
clusion with Bishop Joaquina Nhanala of 
Mozambique giving final witness to the 
mission of GCSRW to challenge the UMC 
to recognize that Jesus Christ calls men 
and women alike to salvation, liberty, dis-
cipleship, and service in both the church 
and the world.

Holy Communion will be celebrated by 
Bishops Peggy Johnson (Eastern Pennsyl-

Ethics on GCSRW staff; Tyler Schwaller, 
a GCSRW Board member; dancers from 
across the global church; and singers from 
Orlanda, Fla.

Wilson, an internationally-known so-
prano recording artist who will lead mu-
sic in the service, is completing her PhD 
in liturgical studies at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary. She says this service 
is “designed as an example of how worship 
becomes incarnational even in the midst of 
a global context.”

Consistent with GCSRW’s webpage 
which translates its materials, worship will 
be translated in French, Portuguese, and 
Shona, and will provide ASL.

with us and through us when we’re faithful,” 
Burton says of Sunday’s service. “We’ll be 
celebrating our faithfulness as credible, reli-
able witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
that says God loves and values all people. 
Anything less than that, and we’re not be-
ing faithful; a congregation that doesn’t wel-
come all people is not a vital congregation!”

For four decades, GCSRW has kept its 
mission of recognizing every person as a 
“full and equal part of God’s human family” 
at the heart of its global ministry.

Celebrating its 40-year Anniversary this 
year, GCSRW invites everyone to celebrate 
Worship Sunday morning to hear testimony 
about both the “seasons” (winter/summer/
fall/spring) and the “directions” (east/west/
south/north) of its wide-reaching activity.

“We’ll be using the UMC mission state-
ment to ‘make disciples for the transforma-
tion of the world’ as a backdrop, from the 
standpoint of the second chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles, where the church is the 
communal good,” according to Rev. Cynthia 
Wilson, Interim Dean of Students at Gar-
rett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.

With the theme “Reclaim, Rejoice, Lead,” 
GCSRW will honor witness voices from 
around the world: the Rev. Debbie Wallace-
Padgett, an elder in the Kentucky Annual 
Conference; the Rev. Carmen Scheuerman, 
an elder in the Pampango Philippines Con-
ference; Erica Granados De La Rosea, a 

vania and Peninsula-
Delaware Annual 
Conferences),  Mary 
Virginia “Dindy” 
Taylor (South Caro-
lina Annual Confer-
ence), and Deacon 
Amy Valdez-Barker.

The service will 
also include the Rev. 
Dr. Darryl Stephens, 
Assistant General 
Secretary for Sexual 
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be holding you in our hearts, thoughts and 
prayers as you gather for your General Con-
ference. As you consider many important 
faith matters, I understand that you will be 
prayerfully seeking God’s direction with re-
gard to the membership and full participa-
tion of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
der persons and their families.

 The Presbyterian Church (USA) was in a 
similar place until last year. The 219th Gen-
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA) approved an overture in 2010 to re-
move barriers to the full membership and 
service in ministry of qualified lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender Presbyterians. This 

the Presbyterian Church (USA) wholeheart-
edly commending this action. This open let-
ter was published on October 12, 2012.

Because you are prayerfully discern-
ing these same questions, I wanted to share 
these excerpts from Archbishop Tutu’s letter 
to us. Surely his message can inform and in-
spire you as it has us.

It is incumbent upon all of God’s children 
to speak out against injustice. It is sometimes 
equally important to speak in solidarity when 
justice has been done. For that reason I am 
writing to affirm my belief that in making 
room in your constitution for gay and lesbian 
Christians to be ordained as church leaders, 
you have accomplished an act of justice.

I realize that among your ecumeni-
cal partners, some voices are claiming that 
you have done the wrong thing, and I know 
that you rightly value your relationship with 
Christians in other parts of the world. Sadly, 

it is not always popular to do justice, but it is 
always right. People will say that the ones you 
are now willing to ordain are sinners. I have 
come to believe, through the reality shared 
with me by my scientist and medical friends, 
and confirmed to me by many who are gay, 
that being gay is not a choice. Like skin color 
or left-handedness, sexual orientation is just 
another feature of our diversity as a human 
family. How wonderful that God has made us 
with so much diversity, yet all in God’s im-
age! Salvation means being called out of our 
narrow bonds into a broad place of welcome 
to all.

You are undoubtedly aware that in some 
countries the church has been complicit in the 
legal persecution of lesbians and gays. Indi-
viduals are being arrested and jailed simply 
because they are different in one respect from 
the majority. By making it possible for those 
in same-gender relationships to be ordained 
as pastors, preachers, elders, and deacons, 
you are being a witness to your ecumenical 
partners that you believe in the wideness of 
God’s merciful love. 

For freedom Christ has set us free. In 
Christ we are not bound by old, narrow prej-
udice, but free to embrace the full humanity 
of our brothers and sisters in all our glorious 
differences. May God bless you as you live into 

this reality, and may you know that there are 
many Christians in the world who continue 
to stand by your side.

 Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, 
Cape Town, South Africa.

As I reflect on this decision you will make 
soon, I hear Christ’s commandment to us as 
his followers as recorded in both the Gospel 
of Mark and Luke: “You shall love God with 
all your heart, mind, soul and strength and 
love your neighbor as yourself.” Striving to 
follow Christ’s commandment and example 
with faith and grace is my hope and prayer 
for the United Methodist Church. .

With hope and grace,
Michael
Dr. Michael J. Adee
Executive Director 
More Light Presbyterians
Santa Fe, New Mexico USA

offering our deputies the opportunity to 
see our lives and vocations in the context 
of how Jesus treated people changed hearts 
and minds. The Holy Spirit moved among 
us and we are proud to have led the way 
among mainline denominations toward full 
inclusion.

Since then, Presbyterian and Lutheran 
denominations have dropped many of the 
barriers to the leadership of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender people in their 
churches. More than 10 million Protestants 
are now members of denominations that 
have no barrier to ordination for LGBT peo-
ple. The transition has been far less eventful 
than projected — indeed, respect for differ-
ences helps whole denominations move for-
ward, blessing the whole church.

May God bless you richly as you gather 
to sing, pray, discuss, and decide on the fu-
ture of your denomination. Know that our 
hearts are with you as you work to end your 
40 years of exclusion with a vote to recognize 
the full diversity with which God blessed 
humankind.

Sincerely,
Rev. Harry Knox
Interim Executive Director

Dear Reconciling 
Methodists and Al-
lied Delegates,

I write to you 
today with deep re-
spect, profound hope, 
and pledged spiritual 
solidarity for the race 
that you have cho-
sen to run over the 
course of your de-

those pieces of broken bread, the Holy Spirit 
and each other, I believe that miracles both 
large and small will occur and often over the 
next ten days. Whether you win or lose on 
the key issues before the convention, prog-
ress will be made, one heart at a time. The 
tipping point will come for your church as 
it did for ours, if not this convention, then 
the next or the one after that. Where others 
threatened to leave the church, you and we 
have promised to stay, not because it is easy, 
but because we believe that there is none can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.

We in Lutherans Concerned/North 
America and our Reconciling Programs will 
pray for you each day of your convention. 
You will not be alone, but surrounded and 
infused by a powerful hope borne first of a 
cross, before the Alleluias of the only tomb 
that really matters, now empty.

I thank God for you and for the witness 
you will bring to your church and the world. 
May God’s creativity stimulate your best wit-
ness, may Christ’s courage well within you, 
and may the peace of the Holy Spirit reign 
among you.

Alleluia, Christ is risen indeed!
With love and gratitude for all that you 

have done and will do,
God bless you as we travel together the 

path of reconciliation,
Emily Eastwood, Executive Director

Lutherans Concerned/North America, Inc.
A Christian Ministry Affirming God’s Love 
for People of All Sexual Orientations and 
Gender Identities.

nomination’s quadrennial convention. Your 
preparation has been both strategic and ex-
emplary as your have committed long hours 
to training and graceful conversation with 
delegates beyond your own allied ranks.

You face challenges from within a world 
church that we ELCA Lutherans did not face 
directly during our campaign for the policy 
statements required to allow for an official 
end to discrimination against ministers in 
same-gender relationships. You have built a 
strong coalition of organizational partners 
working at the intersection of oppressions 
for Gospel justice in which “all” means “all” 
with no fine print.

In this post-Easter season as the lection-
ary moves along the road to Emmaus and 
into the book of Acts, together we believe 
that Jesus is risen, he is risen indeed. With 
the coming of the Holy Spirit into the Up-
per Room and then out into the streets, we 
know we have everything we need, pieces of 
broken bread, the power of that Spirit, and 
each other.

When I look at what 12 men and an un-
told number of women accomplished with 

Dear Friends in 
the United Method-
ist Church,

As members of 
Integrity and The 
Episcopal Church — 
and as followers of 
the One who called 
us to love both God 
and neighbor — we 
greet you as fellow 

travelers in the long journey toward full in-
clusion of all God’s beloved — regardless of 
sexual orientation or gender identity. And 
we write to assure you of our prayers as your 
United Methodist delegates from all over 
the world gather in Tampa to pray about 
and vote on whether or not labeling people 
“incompatible with Christian teaching” is 
incompatible with the love God showed us 
through the work and witness of Jesus.

As a leader in the faith world who has 
long worked for full inclusion, I thank you 
for your prayers and support as the Episco-
pal Church has worked over the years for 
the full inclusion of the LGBT baptized in 
our General Conventions. We know that 

Dear General 
Conference Dele-
gates of the United 
Methodist Church,
Grace and peace to 
you, my sisters and 
brothers in Christ. 
Please know that 
I will be joining 
thousands of Pres-
byterians who will 

overture was ratified by Presbyterian 
Church (USA) on May 10, 2011 and 
went into effect as our new ordina-
tion standards on July 10, 2011.

 As the first qualified gay and 
lesbian Presbyterians were being or-
dained to serve after the new church 
law went into effect, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu sent an open letter to 

faith. I know that there are other delegates 
who are gay or lesbian, bi or transgender, 
and delegates who have family members and 
colleagues who are LGBT. We invite them to 
stand with us at this moment...”

At this point in his witness that Bishop 
Hayes sought to rule Miller out of order. 
Miller had asked for a point of personal 
privilege, not to raise a point of order.

“I cannot condone … at this particular 
point, where you're going with your point of 
order,” said the bishop.

Miller, continued. “…and anyone who 
might believe, bishop, that bullying should 
not be allowed in our General Conference 
should stand with us...”

“Mr. Miller, this is not the time,” said the 
bishop, “or the place. We will have an op-

portunity to discuss this. I will acknowledge 
to you that on yesterday there were a lot of 
things that were not right...the time...frame 
in which, legislative committees had to be 
elected, was not right. It was a sincere at-
tempt by holy conferencing. And I respect-
fully acknowledge your point of order; how-
ever at this particular point I will have to 
rule what you're doing out of order. Please 
be seated.”

At this point, Miller asked the bishop to 
pray.

And the bishop did.“Gracious and most 
holy God, God of everyone, where everyone 
is a child of yours. Forgive us Lord for those 
things that we do that we do not know what 
we do. 

“And lord, please, heal us from within so 

HArM, continued from page 1
that we may do those things that you would 
have us do. We pray for all those who have 
been injured and bruised and hurt and bul-
lied, and we pray that this General Confer-
ence will continue to make sincere attempts 
to bridge the divide that may separate us 
theologically, psychologically, socially. 

“We pray for healing for our church.
“And we pray gracious God, that you 

would in some way use us as your instru-
ments of peace so that we may come to some 
common understanding that indeed we are 
your children, made in your image. We pray 
this prayer now in the name of him who 
came upon us, and who reached out to all. 
in the name of the Christ we pray, Amen.”

Miller’s witness generated a “Stand with 
Mark” campaign which quickly went viral 

on Twitter (#standwithmark). 
The comments on Twitter supported 

both Mark, and called for The United Meth-
odist Church to oppose bullying words and 
actions.

In the closing worship service, under 
a healing theme, preaching Bishop Robert 
Hoshibata preached on “Love Heals.” He 
reported that he wanted “the church to in-
clude all, whomever they love” and offered 
prayer for those who have felt bullied.

Supporters for full inclusion left wor-
ship early to stand in silent protest. There 
were over 200 people standing in silent 
vigil outside worship. Delegates walked past 
the demonstration, a visible reminder that 
LGBT people are still an active part of the 
church, despite exclusionary policies.

Words of Support, 
Assurance, and Hope
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Michelle, ‘our migrant’
by Michelle Dromgold

In all my time in Germany, in Turkey, 
and elsewhere abroad, I have never been la-
beled nor labeled myself as a “migrant.”

Although I am, in fact, “a person that 
migrates,” I am not viewed as a migrant, 
because I have high school and university 
degrees and hold American citizenship. I 
belong to the upper social class. And most 
evident in everyday life, I am white.

In Germany, particularly, where I re-
semble a stereotypical German, I would 
never be labeled, from my appearance, as a 
“foreigner” or “migrant.” 

Even in Turkey, where I was clearly a 
foreigner, my race, my ethnicity, and my na-
tionality posed me neither as the “other” nor 
as a migrant.

Within the United States, there is fre-
quent talk of multicultural congregations. 
In German United Methodist church-speak, 
they are “international congregations.”

with an accent, and the ones who look dif-
ferent from “us.” 

The migrant is always the other.
But not me. 
Until December. 
In the singing of Advent and Christmas 

songs in any choir, there is an assumption 
that after singing the same songs year af-
ter year, one eventually learns them all by 
heart. 

It was in this context, at a church choir 
rehearsal, when, after listening to the choir 
sing the first verse of a traditional German 
Advent song from memory, I interrupted 
and asked if I might be able to have a book 
to read the text.

The choir director light-heartedly de-
cided that yes, an exception would in fact 
be made for me. My friend quickly brought 
me a book, and in handing it to me agreed, 
yes, “we will make an exception for “our mi-
grant.”

The juxtaposition of these words – the 
possessive belonging of “our” with the oth-
ering of “migrant” – strangely warmed my 
heart. 

They could have been offensive, had 
they not been spoken in a safe space with a 
joking manner of love. 

They might have been offensive if I were 
poor, or unemployed, or black. 

Instead, after spending time discuss-
ing migration, I see these words as a sign 
of hope. A sign of hope that people’s under-
standings of what it means to be the “other,” 
the “foreigner,” and the “migrant” might be-
gin to change. 

Even if initially only jokingly, the usage 
of such words opens doors for dialogue and 
discussion. And such dialogues and discus-
sions have the possibility to change hearts 
and minds. 

And for that, I am hopeful, especially as 
a migrant myself. 
This article was first published December 7, 
2011, on the blog, “An Elephant never for-
gets,” misodromgold.blogspot.de. Michelle 

Dromgold is a Mission Intern of the Gen-
eral Board of Global Ministries. She is cur-
rently serving at the Kindertreff Delbrücke 
at the Salem Gemeinde in Berlin, Germany. 
There, she works as a social worker with an 

emphasis on intercultural and interreligious 
dialogue among the children and youth at the 
after-school program and with local United 
Methodist Congregations. 

 Bishop Tutu Speaks 
of ‘Merciful Love’

L`Archevêque Desmond Tutu Parle de "l'Amour Mi-
séricordieux"

Desmond Tutu, Archevêque d'Afrique du Sud et 
lauréat du prix Nobel pour ses qualités de leader contre 
l'apartheid, a envoyé une lettre à le chef de l'Eglise pres-
bytérienne (Etats-Unis) en réponse à de nouvelles poli-
tiques qui permettent à l'ordination des prêtres homo-
sexuels.

"... Je vous écris pour dire ma conviction que, ce qui 
permet l'espace dans votre constitution pour les gays et 
les lesbiennes chrétiens à être ordonnés en tant que lead-
ers religieux, que vous avez fait un acte de justice ....»

"Vous êtes sans doute conscient de le fait que dans 
certains pays, l'église a été complice de la persécution des 
lesbiennes et des gays. En rendant possible pour les per-
sonnes dans les relations de même sexe d'être ordonné en 
tant que pasteurs, des prédicateurs et des presbytères et 
des diacres, que vous êtes un témoin de vos partenaires 
œcuméniques que vous croyez en la largeur de l'amour 
miséricordieux de Dieu."

South Africa Bishop Desmond Tutu, Nobel Prize win-
ner for his leadership against apartheid, sent a letter of to 
the head of the Presbyterian Church (USA) in response 
to new policies that allow the ordination of gay clergy.

“…I am writing to affirm my belief that in making 
room in your constitution for gay and lesbian Christians 
to be ordained as church leaders, you have accomplished 
an act of justice. …”

“You are undoubtedly aware that in some countries 
the church has been complicit in the legal persecution 
of lesbians and gays. By making it possible for those in 
same-gender relationships to be ordained as pastors, 
preachers and elders, and deacons, you are being a wit-
ness to your ecumenical partners that you believe in the 
wideness of God’s merciful love.”

Arcebispo Desmond Tutu fala de "Amor Misericor-
dioso"

Desmond Tutu, Arcebispo Sul-Africano e prêmio 
Nobel por sua liderança contra o apartheid, enviou uma 
carta ao chefe da Igreja Presbiteriana (EUA), em resposta 
às novas políticas que permitem a ordenação de pastores 
homossexuais.

"... Estou escrevendo para expressar minha convicção 
de que, permitindo o espaço em sua constituição para 
gays e lésbicas cristãos a serem ordenados como líderes 
religiosos, você fez um ato de justiça ...."

"Você está, sem dúvida, ciente de que em alguns 
países a Igreja tem sido cúmplice na perseguição de gays 
e lésbicas. Ao tornar possível que pessoas em relaciona-
mentos do mesmo sexo a ser ordenados como pastores, 
pregadores, presbíteros e diáconos, você dá uma testemu-
nho aos seus parceiros ecumênicos que você acredita na 
grandiosidade do amor misericordioso de Deus."

El arzobispo Desmond Tutu habla de "Amor Miseri-
cordioso"

Desmond Tutu, arzobispo sudafricano y Premio No-
bel por su liderazgo contra el apartheid, envió una carta 
a la cabeza de la Iglesia Presbiteriana (EE.UU.), en re-
spuesta a las nuevas políticas que permiten la ordenación 
de pastores homosexuales.

"... Le escribo para expresar mi convicción de que, al 
permitir espacio en su constitución para que los cristia-
nos gays y lesbianas puedan ser ordenados como los lí-
deres religiosos, hizo un acto de justicia...."

"Usted está, sin duda consciente de que en algunos 
países, la iglesia es cómplice de la persecución de los 
gays y las lesbianas. Al hacer posible que las personas en 
relación del mismo sexo que sean ordenados como pa-
stores, predicadores, sacerdotes y diáconos, está dando 
un testimonio sus asociados ecuménicos que creen en la 
grandeza del amor misericordioso de Dios".

Desmond Tutu is a South African cleric and activist who rose to 
worldwide fame during the 1980s as an opponent of apartheid. 
Tutu also campaigns to fight AIDS, poverty and racism. He re-
ceived the Nobel Peace Prize in 1984, the Albert Schweitzer Prize 
for Humanitarianism, and the Gandhi Peace Prize in 2005. Tutu 
has also penned multiple books of his speeches and sayings.

The migrant? They are always the ones 
without employment, the ones who 
are un- or undereducated, the ones 
who speak with an accent, and the 
ones who look different from “us.”

Whether multicultural or international, 
these church-speak terms are essentially 
describing migrant churches – churches at-
tended and staffed by people from a minority 
group, whether it be in terms of citizenship 
or in terms of culture, race, or ethnicity. 

They are essentially all “migrant con-
gregations,” but a German congregation in 
Zimbabwe, for example, would never be la-
beled as such. 

But why?
No one wants to self-ascribe as a mi-

grant. The migrant? They are always the 
ones without employment, the ones who are 
un- or undereducated, the ones who speak 
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love makes a family

WE HAVE FAITH: 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Clergy and People of Faith Speak Out

THE ROAD TO FREEDOM: 
Portraits of People with Disabilities

IN OUR FAMILY: 
Portraits of All Kinds of Families

LOVE MAKES A FAMILY:
Portraits of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, & 
Transgender People & Their Families

OF MANY COLORS: 
Portraits of Multiracial Families

PIONEERING VOICES: 
Portraits of Transgender People

Bring these Family Diversity Projects photo-text exhibits to your church

“It is the baptized children of God
we are talking about. Lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender family
members are already our sisters and
brothers in Christ. They are already
pastors and church leaders. These
photos of loving families remind us
that it is time for our official policies
to catch up with the leading of the
Holy Spirit. There are no second
class citizens in the family of God.”

To bring the exhibits to your community, please contact: FAMILY DIVERSITY PROJECTS • 413-256-0502 • info@familydiv.org • www.familydiv.org

Both my parents became Pentacostal ministers when I was a teenager.
 I came out to my parents as a lesbian at 17, and we argued constantly about the passages of the Bible

that people take out of context to justify being against homosexuality.

I knew I’d be a minister one day and I wondered how I’d find a God who would unite all people.
When I found the Unitarian Universalist church, what a joy it was to find a faith community

that truly accepts all people. 

How does your faith call on you to treat a brother or a neighbor?
When you look at very young children, no matter what color skin they have,

if they are not taught to hate, they really don’t hate. Shouldn’t we be doing the same as adults?
As a Unitarian Universalist minister, I think it’s up to us as spiritual leaders to teach people

how to live peacefully in this world. God’s love is big enough for all of us. 

My wife, Mary, and I got married in Washington DC,
where I had been active in passing the law allowing gay marriage.

A wedding is important because you state your love publicly
so that your spiritual community is able to help support you in that love.
I think that is what a spiritual community is meant to do for all couples.

Religious institutions can help couples affirm their commitment to each other. 
—Rev. Archene Turner (in white) and partner, Mary Means (in red).


