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Sara Ann Swenson, a delegate from Min-
nesota, asks The United Methodist Church to 
stand “for love and grace in the Preamble to 
the Social Principles” during the May 1 ple-
nary of General Conference. A UMNS photo 
by Kathleen Barry.

Yesterday, The United Methodist Church 
voted to add a clause to the preamble of the 
Social Principles. 

The proposed clause read, “We stand 
united in declaring our faith that God’s 
grace is available to all –– that nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.” 

The added sentence was seen as an af-
firmation of God’s love and grace. The text 
was taken from Romans 8, which reads:

“I’m convinced that nothing can separate 
us from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
not death or life, not angels or rulers, not 
present things or future things, not powers 
or height or depth, or any other thing that 
is created.” - Common English Bible

What should have been a biblical view of 
God’s grace for all people quickly became a 
political football. According to the United 
Methodist News Service, “Some delegates 
argued against the added sentence saying 
that belief and action can separate us from 

UMC Proclaims God’s Love and 
Grace Available to All, But Barely 

the love of God in Jesus.” 
Rev. Rebecca Clark, a pastor in Vermont 

who has been documenting her General 
Conference experience on Twitter, tweeted, 
“They are voting on whether or not some-
thing can separate us from God’s love. I’m a 
literalist on this one. #Romans8 #GC12love 
#gc2012”

The proposed clause was eventually 
approved, but only by 56%. Many United 
Methodists expressed shock that so few of 
their fellow believers accepted that the love 
and grace of God was for all. 

After the debate, Clark posted on Twit-
ter, “Speaker at mic: I think we can all agree 
that God’s grace is available to all. Nope ac-
tually only 56% agree. #GC12love #gc2012”.

Others attempted to claim their status 
as people who believe that God’s love is for 
all people by claiming “We are the 56%,” a 
reference to the Occupy movement. Many 

GRACE, continued on page 6

Hundreds of coalition members and 
General Conference delegates in support 
of full inclusion broke the bar and made a 
powerful witness on the floor of the United 
Methodist General Conference on Wednes-
day, May 2, saying, “DO NO HARM!” 

Using the “Mic Check” method made 
popular in the Occupy movement, advo-
cates proclaimed their dissatisfaction with 
the actions and inactions of The United 
Methodist Church. 

They declared the attempts at “holy con-
ferencing” to have failed and that harm was 
done. However, the advocates proclaimed 
that they will not be leaving the church, but 
rather will be living out their calling within 
The United Methodist Church.

Read the full text of the proclamation 

below.
The General Conference has broken 

Wesley’s general rule by doing harm to 
young adults, people of color, gay and les-
bian people, women, and others. Confu-
sion has taken the place of holy conferenc-
ing. Legalism has obscured love. Fear has 
silenced faith.

But even though the action of General 
Conference and the inaction of our other 
leadership has done great harm, we will 
always be a part of God’s Church. We are 
done waiting. 

By waiting, more harm is done. We are 
centered in the gospel. We are grounded in 
the gospel, we are joyful in the gospel, we 
are people committed to following Jesus 
Christ to embody God’s love and justice 

Floor Action Declares: DO NO HARM
through The United Methodist Church. 

We will work passionately for racial 
justice. We will embody full inclusive-
ness for people of all sexual orientations. 
We will celebrate people of all gender 
identities. We are global, connectional, 
and repentant of colonialism. We will be 
a people of peace. We will proclaim the 
stewardship of creation joyfully. We will 
strive for economic justice. 

This is what it means to be United 
Methodist. 

We are here, we will remain in this 
church as long as we can preach the gos-
pel and faithfully make disciples for Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of us all.

Hundreds of Coalition members begin a floor action yesterday, saying “Do No Harm.” Photo by Tom Cullens.
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LETTER TO
THE EDITOR
If God Did, Then Why Not?
by Bob Swing

If GOD led the Jews from oppression,
• and, if he led them through their hu-

man trials,
• and, if saved Jonah and so many more 

from death,
• and, if Jesus, sent by God to teach us 

what the core values of the Old Testa-
ment were meant to teach, because 
the people of his time were not under-
standing the lessons of the OT,

• and, if he therefore taught us to accept 
and love the downtrodden, shunned, 
ill,  and hurting,

• and, if his direct command was to love 
our neighbors as we love ourselves, 

• and if we the whole Church profess to 
believe all of the above:

• and, if I can’t find anywhere where he 
said all who professes to follow him, 
except when ????,

then why do we United Methodists remain 
divided on a contemporary question of 
who is created in the image of God?
And what Christian presumes to judge 
that some Christian people are incompat-
ible with Christian teaching?

I just don’t understand.  

Robert (Bob) A. Swing, Col. USAF (ret.) , 
chair of Parents Reconciling Network

Asking for Grace...
In the “Delegates Urged: Oppose ‘Plan UMC’” article on p. 1 yesterday, the United 
Methodist Rural Fellowship was listed as being part of the group joining in the oppo-
sition. In fact, they have not. We apologize for this misunderstanding.

The photo of the Tabernacle on p. 10 was taken by John C. Goodwin of United Meth-
odist News Service. We apologize for omitting the credit line.

In the April 30 issue, in the photo of the Judicial Council, Bill Lawrence was misiden-
tified as Bill Garrison in the photo cutline.We regret the error.

A recent poll shows a huge shift in 
American attitudes toward gay marriage, 
from a 32 percent approval in 2004 to 53 
percent today.

I am one of those people who changed 
their minds.

In 1989 when I was ordained as a min-
ister to serve a small church in North Car-
olina, homosexuality was an invisible is-
sue. Gay rights were barely on the radar of 
mainstream churches.

The idea of an openly gay pastor was be-
yond the pale. 

I knew there were “gay churches,” of 
course, but I did not believe one could be 
a practicing homosexual and a Christian. 
The Bible was straightforward on this issue. 
It all seemed incredibly obvious to me.

 But the debate would not go away. It 
came up, again and again, year after year, 
pushed by activists on either end. Each 
time, I grudgingly voted to hold the tradi-
tional line and limit the role of gays in the 
church. But I felt increasingly uncomfort-
able. What I believed was biblically correct 
began to feel less and less right in my heart.

While the church was fighting it out, I 
was going through my own battle. I moved 
to Alaska in 1996, but the debate followed 
me. And three major things happened 
which started to crack the wall of my com-
placency.

First, I had a long, online conversation 
with a gay Christian man who had wrestled 
with his sexuality and finally decided, as he 
put it, that God was more concerned with 
his pride than his sexuality.

He was hesitant to talk about the subject 
when I first broached it, partially because 
every other pastor he’d talked to wanted to 
convert him. 

But in the end, he’s the one who taught 
me. He surprised me by saying he did not 
know he was gay until he was in his early 
20s. (He just thought he had an extraordi-
nary respect for women.)

Next, a parishioner asked me to do an 

A Changed Heart: I Preached Against
Homosexuality, But I was Wrong
by Murray Richmond 

exorcism for him because he was gay. He 
had tried everything else he could think 
of — therapy, prayer, will power, alcohol, 
support groups, marriage — and nothing 
worked. It was a heartbreaking situation. 
As a minister I may have questioned the 
sinfulness of his actions, but I absolutely 
knew he was not demon-possessed.   

Then I met a woman whose husband 
had left her for another man. They were a 
clergy couple, serving a small-town church. 
She had every right to be angry and hurt, 
but I was awed by her grace. She told me he 
was the best minister she had ever known. 
(From his work record, I would agree.) 

He simply got to the point where he 
could no longer live the lie of his sexual-
ity. Of course he had to leave the ministry 
once he came out. It must have been a hid-
eous choice: Pretend to be something he 
was not, or leave his calling because of the 
person he loved.  

These experiences shook my worldview. 
It became clear to me that none of these 
men had chosen to be gay, just as I had nev-
er chosen to be heterosexual. How could I 
condemn someone for something that was 
really not their fault? 

Meanwhile, I was experiencing the 
slow disintegration of my own marriage. It 
was hard for me to condemn anyone else 
for their relationships when mine was in 
such bad shape. I began moving closer to 
the center. If homosexuality was a “sin,” I 
wanted to add an asterisk to it.

Toward the end of my parish ministry, 

I was approached by five individuals who 
demanded that I do a sermon to come out 
strong against any acceptance of gays and 
lesbians in the church. I did that sermon, 
however, and it was not my best hour as a 
Minister of Word and Sacrament. 

In my research, I found that the Bible 
was more nuanced about the issue than I 

previously believed, and I tried to convey 
that, but ultimately I still came out against 
acceptance of homosexuality. 

Now, I wish I’d been more upfront about 
how my own views were transforming, but 
I took a back-door approach to the subject. 

I talked about all the sins according to 
the Bible, and said if we were going to start 
throwing out sinners from our church, I 
wanted to start with the gossips.

Looking back, I see how much my own 
opinions had been formed by the fact that I 
was representing a split congregation. Our 
church, like so many, was divided. And 
while the people who believed it should 
be accepted were not going to leave if we 
maintained a position of non-acceptance, 
those who felt it was a sin would bolt in a 
heartbeat if we ever allowed gay clergy or 
gay marriage. 

If they bolted, half our budget would go 
out the door.

I knew the issue could tear the church 
apart. What I didn’t realize was how it could 
tear apart the people in the church as well.

PREACHED, continued on page 6

As a Presbyterian minister, I believed it was a sin. Then 
I met people who really understood the stakes: Gay men.’ 

- Murray Richmond
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German United Methodists are tak-
ing initiative to make their meetings more 
green and for each person to pay attention 
to their “carbon footprint.” Carbon foot-
print refers to how much fossil fuel is con-
sumed to engage in an activity—whether 
heating your home, driving, or flying. 

 Ole Shemp from the northern Germa-
ny is a lay person in charge of The United 
Methodist Church offices in Hamburg and 
a delegate to General Conference.

 “In Germany, we have new rules for 
reimbursement for flights,” said Schempp. 
“They will only be reimbursed if they can 
show this offset payment for the carbon off-
set. We get rebates since we travel by train 
for most of our meetings and we get rebates 
for green electricity used by trains.”

A petition from Germany was submitted 
to urge United Methodist to manage their 
own impact on the environment by travel-
ing to meetings by using video and telecon-
ferencing. Travelers would also be asked to 
pay for their carbon impact.

When asked about the process up to now, 
Schempp said, “The petition was in the sub-
committee of financial administration. The 
first vote in the subcommittee passed. In 
the main committee we voted twice since 
there was a fault in the regulations. The sec-
ond time it was 32 for and 36 against, so it 
failed and it was on the consent-calendar. 
I found 20 people, mostly from Europe, to 

by Nina Nichols

Towards a ‘More Green’ UMC

pull it off the consent calendar so it would 
come to the floor.”

 “I think it’s an issue that’s important for 
all people, but especially for church and our 
church,” said Schempp. “I think about the 
service of repentance for indigenous peo-
ple. They told us that there is a strong re-
lationships between those peoples and the 
earth—the animals and vegetation. This is 
part of the social thing that church has to 
do, is to live at peace with the world and 
all things around us so the pollution will be 
reduced in a way that is necessary.”

The Common Witness Coalition is commit-
ted to support legislation that reflects love 
of our neighbors.  We believe that issues 
around ecological justice, in which our 
most vunerable neighbors are hit hardest by 
global warming, are legislative actions that 
we need to support.

Reverend Nina Nichols, Senior Pastor of 
Christ Church United Methodist in Troy, 
NY, has served a number of congregations 
in the Central Texas and Northern Illinois 
conferences. 

The Rev. Sandra Bonnette-Kim, a delegate from the New England annual conference, is 
flanked by several supporters as she speaks on May 2 on the floor of General Conference. 
Bonnette-Kim was criticizing a vote the day before to eliminate guaranteeD appointments to 
clergy, a development she said would adversely affect women and ethnic minority clergy. A 
UMNS photo by Paul Jeffrey.

One of the most important pieces of 
United Methodist prophetic preaching has 
been carved out of our denomination. 

Presented as a missional opportunity, 
the guaranteed appoinment legislation 
passed on the Consent Calendar might have 
changed forever the very DNA of Wesleyan 
prophetic proclamations from the pulpit. 

The “missional” character of this legis-
lation masks the intentions of those who 
originated the idea. The true agenda behind 
this move is to punish prophetic preachers 
and, in fact, to weed out any lay persons 
who might consider ordained ministry. 

Missional and “culture of accountabili-
ty” are clever terms to disguise the idea that 
preachers and agency leaders should think 
twice before preaching or making speeches 
congruent with the prophetic character of 
the Scriptures.

We already know that women would not 
be ordained and appointed in the numbers 
we have were it not for the guaranteed ap-
pointment. The UCC ordains far more 
women than any other Protestant denomi-
nation, but only The United Methodist 
Church has women serving churches as 
appointed pastors. The future of women in 
the pulpit is also at risk.

I offer a personal witness here connected 
intimately with guaranteed appointment. 

My first appointment was in the middle 
of the Viet Nam war to a charge that was 
only five miles from a Marine Corps Base. 

My favorite professor in Seminary was 
arrested in Washington for protesting this 
war so it was natural for me to participate 
in demonstrations outside this base once or 
twice a week. 

My church did not like my witness and 
asked my removal from “their” pulpit. Sad-
ly, my district superintendent and bishop 
obliged and tried to send me to a church 
that was so far from the mainstream that 
it could not be interpreted as anything but 
punitive. 

I rejected the appointment and almost 
left the denomination. Thanks to the poli-
cies in force at the time I was offered a dif-
ferent appointment where I proceeded to 

by the Rev. Dr. Ichiro Tora*

A Major Loss: Guaranteed Appointments and Prophetic Pulpits

get myself in trouble again over prophetic 
stances in society. 

With the exception of my years as su-
perintendent and a long pastorate in a large 
church, I have been bounced around my 
Annual Conference but never deprived 
from appointment.

In one of those moves my DS said very 
clearly that I was a prophet; hence, I needed 
to be moved from where I was serving, a 
very wealthy congregation I did not even 
want to pastor.

During my superintendency I discov-
ered that, indeed, we have a few pastors 
who do not use their time effectively, and 
in general are poor pastors. 

I helped weed out five such pastors in 
five years because, even in the 80’s, our 
“Book of Discipline” already had ways to 
deal with incompetence. 

But none of my bishops or DS’s could 
keep me from speaking on behalf of wom-
en rights, LGBT folks, Palestinians, Peace 
and Justice, and all those issues that pas-
tors who adhere to the Passionate Progres-
sive Protestant branch of Christianity that 
United Methodism used to accept and even 
encourage must address in the name of the 
Christ who on his first sermon adopted the 
prophetic agenda of Judaism as spelled out 
by the prophet Isaiah.

Now the question remains; what ave-
nues are left to maintain or restore the his-
torical core of United Methodist Ministry? 
A Judicial path? A legislative road leading 
us to another epic battle at the next General 
Conference? I trust our younger members 
will steer us back to the center of Wesleyan 
theology and practice.

*Ichiro Tora is a nom de plume for a pastor 
who does not wish to hurt the bishops and 
DS’s who did not support completely his 
prophetic stance, but who, at least, could not 
bar him from pulpits in United Methodism. 

Common Witness Coalition
Walks the Talk

Our prayers are with Ande Immanuel of Nigeria, whose home in Jalinga was bombed 
May 1. Among those killed was Immanuel’s uncle. Immauel’s wife and infant son 

sought  shelter at the police station and they are reported to be safe. 

Immanuel, a United Methodist pastor in Julinga, Taraba State, is completing his
studies at Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. 

He has faced more than one challenge during his stay. On the first day of General
Conference, Ande’s laptop computer was stolen in a rash of thefts. Although the hotel 

will replace it, all of his research and papers for this semester were lost. 
 

Immanuel was surrounded with prayer by the Love Your Neighbor Coalition as he 
headed home to Nigeria. Coalition Coordinator Steve Clunn’s appeal for funds to 
support the $2,500 airfare for Immanuel to travel home resulted in a generous and

immediate response from LYN volunteers: $1,800 within 24 hours.

God be with you, Ande; may peace prevail.

Chaplains are here for you!
 

The Love Your Neighbor Coalition recognizes that General Conference 
can be a stressful and sensitive time for many who attend

or watch online.
 

Affirmation: United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer Concerns is providing a Chaplain hotline that 
will be staffed 24 hours a day until May 25th.  Call 813-200-8860.  Rev. 

Walter Lockhart and Rev. Becky Sechrist will also be available at the 
communion services in the Tabernacle each evening at the beginning of 

the dinner break.
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“It makes white Americans uncomfort-
able to hear that they are living on stolen 
property,” said the Rev. Dr. “Tink” Tinker 
in a phone interview on Sunday after he 
spoke in Tampa on Friday. 

Tinker preached at the “Act of Repen-
tance toward Healing Relationships with 
Indigenous Peoples” at General Conference 
on Friday, April 27. 

In that sermon, he said repentance was 
a continuing process. When asked about 
whether repentance was a step towards 
reconciliation, Tinker said this was “a long, 
long, long step,” and that it was way too ear-
ly to talk about reconciliation. 

Repentance is a process, said Tinker, 
who has a Ph.D. in Greek Bible, referring 
to the Greek in Mark 1:14, “be repenting.” 
Repentance is something we live out, a new 
way of living, not a one-time “hey, I’m sor-
ry” moment.

Descendants can continue the repen-
tance for the genocidal actions of Ameri-
cans in “the invasion of Indian country,” by 

“Repentance is something we live out, a new way of living, not a one-time 
‘hey, I’m sorry’ moment.” 

- Rev. Dr. Tink Tinker

Repentance is a Long, Long Road

 The Rev. George “Tink” Tinker preaches during an April 27 “Act of Repentance toward Heal-
ing Relationships with Indigenous Peoples” at General Conference. A UMNS photo by Mike 
DuBose.

by Ben Roe

knowing and understanding the often con-
cealed and suppressed history. Digging out 
that history will take reading both Indian 
and white authors who have written about 
it. 

Part of the rationale for the invasion and 
continuing oppression of Indians has been 
the Christian Doctrine of Discovery pro-
mulgated by Pope Nicholas V in 1452. This 
doctrine has now been repudiated by the 
World Council of Churches, the Episcopal 
Church, and the Unitarian Universalist As-
sociation.

Another thing Americans and Europe-
ans can do in the ongoing process of repen-
tance is a lifestyle change to consume less. 
The wealth of “the north” continues the 
plunder of the land and resources.

Genocide is not just in the past, he said. 
One of the results of the ongoing genocide 
of Indian people is the high level of poverty 

and unemployment, and the short life ex-
pectancy of Indians: 20 years shorter than 
average Americans. Per capita income in 

the Indian world is far lower than African-
Americans and Latino/as, a fact concealed 
by an “other” category in the statistics.

“Christianity has wandered off into this 
capitalist modality of marketing, of selling 
Jesus,” Tinker emphasized. 

“It’s time for Christians to quit preaching 
Jesus as a commodity to be marketed, and 
to start living Jesus. I don’t see many North 
Americans living as Jesus. They are far too 
rich, comfortable, and far too involved in 

the competition to get ahead--even in the 
churches--trying to move up the ladder to 
be come something instead of being satis-
fied just feeding the poor.” To repent is to 
begin to live a new way, to change one’s life. 
That’s the bottom line.

Ben Roe is Managing Editor of the Love 
Your Neighbor News.

With the continuing marginalization 
and oppression of Native Americans,  the 
Native American International Caucus 
of The United Methodist Church (NAI-
CUMC) joined in the Love Your Neighbor 
Common Witness Coalition at this General 
Conference. 

NAICUMC is particularly focused on 
a resolution called the “Doctrine of Dis-

Anne Marshall, chairperson of NAI-
CUMC, prays during an ecumenical wor-
ship service at the church’s 2004 General 
Conference in Pittsburgh. A UMNS file 
photo by Mike DuBose.

covery,” petition  #20831, which asks The 
United Methodist Church to condemn this 
doctrine that has been used “as a legal doc-
ument and basis for the seizing of native 
lands and abuses of human rights of Indig-
enous Peoples.”

Dr. Anne Marshall, chairperson of NAI-
CUMC said, “The United Nations 2007 
‘Declaration of Indigenous Peoples’ chal-
lenged the Christian ‘Doctrine of Discov-
ery,’ which for centuries served to prop up 
stealing land and dehumanizing aboriginal 
peoples.” 

Since the church has held “a service of 
repentance for past crimes, it is vital that we 
condemn the idea that so-called ‘discovery’ 
gives armed groups the right to invade and 
destroy whole peoples.  These crimes are 
not in the past; they are still happening.”

In response to the continuing United 
Methodist ban on lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people, Marshall said, 
“It is time to join our brothers and sisters 
who continue to seek a place in The United 
Methodist Church and provide that space 
as we should for all people of God.”

The Rev. Steve Clunn, Coalition Coor-
dinator for the Love Your Neighbor Coali-

The Native American International Caucus: Who We Are

tion, welcomed the Caucus, saying, “On 
behalf of the Love Your Neighbor Coalition 
members, it is with great joy and profound 
hope that we join hands with Native Amer-
ica brothers and sisters of NAICUMC to 
address General Conference 2012.  Native 
American United Methodists know what 
it means to be kept on the margins of the 
church.  Through the Love Your Neighbor 
Coalition we will work together for a more 
grace-filled, inclusive church.”

The mission of the Native American In-
ternational Caucus is to sensitize The Unit-
ed Methodist Church about customs and 

The beautiful Tampa Riverwalk hosted a 
rally Saturday to expose an ugly truth: im-
migrants are increasingly facing discrimi-
nation and are increasingly targeted for in-
carceration. 

Part of the driving force behind this is 
the political lobbying for private, for-profit 
prisons. These prisons are a business whose 
goal is to have high incarceration for high 
profits, and often seek contracts guarantee-
ing a high percentage of occupancy from 
the states in which they are located.

What’s worse, several speakers noted, is 
that the very companies who are offering to 

by Ben Roe
Kelly Turney contributed to this article

Detention, Private Prisons: 
Inhumane but Profitable

religious expressions of Native Americans; 
to educate, inform and discuss critical is-
sues that affect Native Americans; and, to 
advocate for full participation of United 
Methodist Native Americans at all levels 
of the church and in the life of the church.  
Through educating, informing and engag-
ing the church in dialogue about the issues, 
we advocate for justice in issues that con-
front Native people. The Native American 
International Caucus makes disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world as part of The United Methodist 
Church.

run a state’s prisons and build new ones are 
writing and lobbying for model legislation 
that is feeding the anti-immigrant spirit of 
the world, especially in the United States.

Bishop Minerva Carcaño of the Phoe-
nix Area and chair of the United Method-
ist Immigration Task Force, related some 
sobering statistics: the US is the world’s 
leader in incarceration, with 2.3 million 
people currently in the nation’s prisons and 
jails, a 500% increase over the past 30 years. 
More than 60% of the people in US prisons 
are racial and ethnic minorities; for black 
males in their 20s, for example, one in eight 

is in prison on any one day. 
“We believe in dignity, not detention,” 

said Bishop Julius Trimble,of the Iowa Area. 
“Something is wrong when a Floridian can 
go to the University of Southern Florida for 
about $21,000,” he said, “but the US gov-
ernment is willing to pay $48,000 to detain 
[immigrants] in prison.”

“Something is wrong,” he continued, 
“when greed and profit breed arrogance; ar-
rogance so bold that state governments will 
promise privately built and/or run prisons 
a 90% occupancy for 20 years!”

Trimble celebrated the General Board of 

Pension and Health Benefits, which studied 
the issue of investment by the Board’s funds 
in companies that derive more than 10% of 
their revenue from private prisions. Gener-
al Secretary Barbara Boigegrain confirmed 
in a brief statement that the largest church 
pension fund now screens out private pris-
ons from the funds.

Carcaño reminded the rally that being in 
violation of immigration law is not a crime; 
it is a civil violation.

PRISONS, continued on facing page
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“Since our last General Conference, in-
creasing numbers of Christians are speak-
ing out for basic human rights for gay and 
transgender people.

We United Methodists have had a policy 
in place since 1992. Our ‘United Method-
ist Book of Discipline’ has stated, ‘Certain 
basic human rights and civil liberties are 
due all persons. We are committed to sup-
porting those rights and liberties for homo-
sexual persons.’

“I have traveled all over the world and I 
have met very few Christian who want gay 
people to be executed, imprisoned or per-
secuted. 

“But now it is time to take the next step
“When more than 70 countries punish 

gay people with imprisonment and seven* 
use the death penalty, it is time for United 
Methodists to speak out in support of basic 
human rights for everyone.

“Christians know that Jesus’ command 
to Love Your Neighbor wasn’t asking us to 
love people who are the same as we are, but 
people who are different.”

-- Bishop Mel Talbert, retired

*The seven countries are: Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Yemen, United Arab Emirates, Su-
dan, Nigeria, and Mauritania.

Church leaders listen to a sermon by Bishop McKinley Young of the African Methodist Epis-
copal Church during a service of ecumenical worship at the United Methodist Church’s 2004 
General Conference in Pittsburgh. From right are: Bishop Melvin Talbert, the Rev. Robina 
Winbush, the Rev. Robert Edgar, and Bishop Albert (Fritz) Mutti. A UMNS photo by Mike 
DuBose.

Depuis notre dernière Conférence gé-
nérale, un nombre croissant de chrétiens 
ont commencé à parler de droits humains 
fondamentaux pour les gays et les transsex-
uels.

“Nous Méthodistes Unis ont une poli-
tique en place depuis 1992.’’ Notre Livre de 
Discipline de l’Église Méthodiste Unie,” at-
il dit, “Certains droits humains fondamen-
taux et les libertés civiles sont dues à toutes 
les personnes. Nous nous sommes engagés 
à soutenir ces droits et libertés pour les per-
sonnes gaies. “

«J’ai voyagé partout dans le monde et a 
rencontré très peu de chrétiens qui veulent 
les gays à être exécutés, emprisonnés ou 
persécutés. Mais maintenant il est temps de 

Kuzungumza kwa ajili ya Haki za Bin-
adamu

Askofu Mel Talbert alisema, “Tangu 
Mkutano Mkuu wa mwisho wetu, kuon-
geza idadi ya Wakristo ni kuzungumza nje 
kwa haki za msingi za binadamu kwa watu 
mashoga na. Sisi United Methodists kuwa 
na sera katika mahali tangu mwaka 1992. 
Wetu United Methodist Book ya Nidhamu 
amesema, ‘Baadhi ya msingi wa haki za bi-
nadamu na uhuru wa raia ni kutokana na 
watu wote. Sisi ni nia ya kusaidia haki hizo 
na uhuru kwa ajili ya watu jinsia moja. “

“Mimi kuwa alisafiri duniani kote na 
Nimekuta wachache sana Kikristo ambao 
wanataka mashoga kuwa kunyongwa, ku-
fungwa au kuteswa,” alisema Askofu Tal-
bert. “Lakini sasa ni wakati wa kuchukua 
hatua ya pili. Wakati zaidi ya 70 nchi za 
kuwaadhibu watu mashoga na kifungo cha 
miaka mitano na kutumia adhabu ya kifo, 
ni wakati wa Umoja wa Methodists kuzun-
gumza kuunga mkono haki za msingi za 
binadamu kwa kila mtu. “

Askofu Talbert alisema, “Wakristo ku-
jua kwamba amri ya Yesu kumpenda jirani 
hakuwa kuuliza sisi kwa upendo watu am-
bao ni sawa na sisi, lakini watu ambao ni 
tofauti.”

Askofu Mel Talbert na mengine ya 
Umoja wa viongozi wa Methodist katika 
Mkutano Mkuu wa

“Desde a nossa última Conferência 
Geral, um número crescente de cristãos 
começaram a falar dos direitos humanos 
básicos para os gays e transexuais.

“Nós Metodistas Unidos tivemos uma 
política em vigor desde 1992. Nosso ‘’Livro 
de Disciplina da Igreja Metodista Unida”, 
declarou,” Certos direitos humanos bási-
cos e as liberdades civis são devidas à todas 
as pessoas. Estamos comprometidos em 
apoiar esses direitos e liberdades para as 
pessoas homossexuais. “

“Tenho viajado por todo o mundo e 
conheci muito poucos cristãos que querem 
que os gays sejam executados, presos ou. 
Mas agora é hora de dar o próximo passo.

Ben Roe is Managing Editor of the Love 
Your Neighbor News; Rev. Kelly Turney is 
a pastor in the New England conference, 
editor of the book Shaping Sanctuary, and 
co-author with Karen Oliveto and Tracy 
West, of Holy Conversations. Turney notes 
that their book was not used in planning 
the “Holy Conversations” of this General 
Conference. 

passer à l’étape suivante. 

“Lorsque plus de 70 pays punir les ho-
mosexuels de prison et SEPT * utilisent 
la peine de mort. Il est temps que les mé-
thodistes-Unis d’intervenir en faveur des 
droits fondamentaux de les humains pour 
tous.

“Les chrétiens savent que le commande-
ment de Jésus d’aimer notre prochain a été 
ne nous demandez pas d’aimer les gens qui 
sont comme nous, mais les gens qui sont 
différents”.

- évêque Mel Talbert, retraité

* Les SEPT pays sont: l’Iran, l’Arabie 
Saoudite, le Yémen, Emirats Arabes Unis, 
le Soudan, le Nigeria et la Mauritanie.

“Quando mais de 70 países punem ho-
mossexuais com prisão e SETE * usam a 
pena de morte, é hora de que os Metodistas 
Unidos possam falar em apoio dos direitos 
humanos fundamentais para todos.

“Os cristãos sabem que o mandamento 
de Jesus amar o próximo não estava nos 
pedindo amar as pessoas que são iguais a 
nós mesmos, mas as pessoas que são dife-
rentes.”

- Bispo Mel Talbert, aposentado

* Os SETE são: Irã, Arábia Saudita, Iê-
men, Emirados Árabes Unidos, Sudão, Ni-
géria e Mauritânia.

Bishop Melvin G. Talbert Speaks on Global Human Rights

Desmond Mead nearly jumped in front 
of a train in Miami because of the low self-
esteem and hopelessness he felt after being 
released from prison. He now is a second-
year law student “by the grace of God” and 
a member of the Florida Rights Restoration 
Coalition and Florida Immigrant Coali-
tion. “I have an intimate, upclose and per-
sonal relationship with private prisons,” he 
said.

“We have corporations whose sole pur-
pose is to make a profit and they don’t mind 
making their profit off of our misery,” Mead 
said. These corporations promote policies 
to ensure that young people begin negative 
interactions with law enforcement and end 
up in prison, often with adults. 

He pointed out that private prisons get 
$20,000 per year per inmate, when it costs 
only $3,500 to educate a child. Clearly pri-
orities are wrong, he added, and there is 
no emphasis on rehabilitation or re-entry, 

so that the newly-released inmates quickly 
come back to “the company,” being con-
tracted out as “slave labor” at $2/day.

Pastor Audrey Warren of Branches 
UMC, Florida City, is a member of the 
national immigration task force. She told 
of members of her congregation who are 
being detained and harassed, our United 

Methodist sisters and brothers!
“The immigrant is not a stranger, not the 

other. The immigrant is United Methodist.” 
The Correctional Corporation of America 
is profiting from the pain of my congrega-
tion. 

Rev. Connie Mella, of the Mindanao 
Philippines Annual Conference, observed 
that migration is a global problem. The 
International Organization on Migration 
has estimated that there are 240 million in-

Bishop Minerva Carcaño. Photo by Jim 
Quinn.

Bishop Julius Trimble. Photo by Jim Quinn.

Bishop Rosemarie Wenner. Photo by Jim 
Quinn.

ternational migrants, and half of them are 
women. She said that migrant people are 
the most vulnerable people in the world, 
whose work is often characterized as “dirty, 
difficult, and dangerous.” Many are leaving 
economic and political problems as well as 
the escalation of militarization. And “desti-
nation” countries are often-times criminal-
izing them.

“If the world is our parish, these people 
are our parishioners!” she said.

Bishop Rosemary Wenner of the Ger-
many Central Conference and president 

of the Council of Bishops, also witnessed 
to the global problem of these mass migra-
tions from a European point of view. She 
reminded people that “in the faces of the 
migrants we see Jesus Christ; in the face of 
those who are oppressed we see Jesus. De-
tention is not the Christian way.”

Detention, Private Prisons: Inhumane but Profitable
PRISONS, cont. from previous page

Chaplains are here for you!
 

The Love Your Neighbor Coalition 
recognizes that General Conference 
can be a stressful and sensitive time 

for many who attend
or watch online.

 
Affirmation: United Methodists for 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer Concerns 

is providing a Chaplain hotline that 
will be staffed 24 hours a day until 

May 25th.  Call 813-200-8860.  Rev. 
Walter Lockhart and Rev. Becky 

Sechrist will also be available at the 
communion services in the Taber-

nacle each evening at the beginning 
of the dinner break.
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Twitter references included the hashtag 
#WeAreThe56Percent. 

As General Conference wraps up, Unit-
ed Methodists of all stripes will continue 
conversation about God’s love and grace. 
Many hope for a fuller understanding that 
nothing can truly separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus. 

For the reader’s edification, the longer 
passage from Romans 8 :31-39 is printed 
below:

So what are we going to say about these 
things? If God is for us, who is against us? 
He didn’t spare his own Son but gave him 
up for us all. Won’t he also freely give us all 
things with him?

Who will bring a charge against God’s 
elect people? It is God who acquits them. 
Who is going to convict them? It is Christ 
Jesus who died, even more, who was raised, 
and who also is at God’s right side. It is 
Christ Jesus who also pleads our case for us.

Who will separate us from Christ’s love? 
Will we be separated by trouble, or distress, 
or harassment, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword? 

As it is written,
We are being put to death all day long for 

your sake.
We are treated like sheep for slaughter.s

But in all these things we win a sweep-
ing victory through the one who loved us. 
I’m convinced that nothing can separate us 
from God’s love in Christ Jesus our Lord: 
not death or life, not angels or rulers, not 
present things or future things, not powers 
or height or depth, or any other thing that 
is created. -- Common English Bible

GRACE, continued from page 1

Every year we send young people to our 
national meeting as youth delegates. In a 
year when gay ordination was going to be 
discussed (again), I sat down with our se-
lected delegate to share some of my own 
thoughts on the topic. 

Later, the person declined the position. I 
was given reasons, but none of them made 
any real sense until I learned, many years 
later, that the person had come out of the 
closet. 

What had I said back then? I couldn’t 
remember exactly, but I am pretty sure it 
boiled down to the idea that there was no 
place for homosexuals in our church.

In 2005 I left the parish ministry to work 
as a hospital chaplain. Part of the reason for 
leaving was my separation. But also, I was 
tired of trying to live up to standards that I 
did not fully agree with.

With distance, I could see the mean-
spirited nature of the anti-gay movement, 
and the naked way large Christian organi-
zations used the “gay threat” to raise money. 

Free from the constraints of a congre-
gation, I could spend more time actually 
looking at the biblical texts that deal with 
homosexuality, and I was surprised to find 
they were not as clear as I had supposed 
they were. 

At this point, I have done a 180 on the 
topic. And I believe it’s a change for the 
good.

So why had we singled out homosexual-
ity as a litmus test for True Christianity in 
the first place? Why had it become such a 
lightning rod for self-righteousness?

One reason, I think, is that it’s easy to 

Murray Richmond was a Presbyterian min-
ister for 17 years and a hospital chaplain for 
three years. He is currently a legislative aide 
in the Alaska State Senate. 

PREACHED, continued from page 2 condemn homosexuality if you are not gay. 
It is much harder than condemning pride, 
or lust or greed, things that most practicing 
Christians have struggled with.

It is all too easy to make homosexuality 
about “those people,” and not me. 

If I were to judge someone for their in-
flated sense of pride, or their tendency to 
worship various cultural idols, I would feel 
some personal stake, some cringe of self-
judgment. 

Not so with homosexuality.   
  Now I am wondering why, if two gay 

people want to commit their lives to one 
another, they should ever be denied that 
chance. 

No church or pastor should be forced 
to perform those ceremonies, and they 
can choose not to recognize gay marriage 
for their adherents. But the constitution of 
the my church does not explicitly forbid a 
pastor from being a thief, a murderer, or an 
egotistical jerk. 

It is not designed to do these things. 
It does prohibit a gay person from be-

coming a pastor. 
All I can ask is: Why?

African Leader Calls for
Participation, Not Just Representation

The Rev. Forbes Matonga, a widely re-
spected leader in the West Zimbabwe An-
nual Conference, shared key insights when 
interviewed by Dr. Elizabeth Taylor on 
Monday. Matonga, who carries tremen-
dous influence, has represented the African 
Central Conference on the Connectional 
Table since 2004, and the vice-chair of the 
Worldwide Study Committee of The Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

Matonga’s perspective on the voice 
of Africans with Conference’s key issues 
should humble many of the leaders from 
the United States. 

When asked what the key issues are that 
need to be addressed, Matonga stated that, 
in his opinion, we need to address where 
the center of power should reside. 

Also, Matonga offered his thoughts on 
the denominational structure, homosexu-
ality, and studies of church growth.

Reflecting on the various proposals to 
restructure the denomination, and the 
negotiations between them that sought to 
craft a new alternative, he knew of no voic-
es from the Philippine or African Central 
Conferences that were involved.

“It continues what we have always seen,” 
he said. “The study of the church is done 

by Tom Cullens

in the United States… If we can be ignored 
even while we are here on site, that shows 
the attitude.  And this is our real, real fear.”

Furthermore, Matonga states that it 
would make sense for the church to com-
mission a study of church growth among 
the major drivers of growth, outside the 
United States. 

“Why study something that is failing, 
rather than something that is growing?”  

Matonga stated that United States Unit-
ed Methodists need to humble themselves 
and admit that other people can do things 
better than they do.

Matonga noted that while initially there 
appears to be a spirit of cooperation, that 
still there is a lot of suspicion.

“That suspicion makes cooperation very 
difficult,” he said.

The tendency is to try to grab the Af-
rican vote to build one’s own position,he 
added, saying that Africa holds the balance 
of power and brings its own voice. “We are 
not interested in just representation, we are 
interested in participation.”

Matonga loves the United Methodist de-
nomination and “prays that we will be pa-
tient with each other, listen to what God is 
saying, avoid rushing to decisions, and cre-
ate win-win situations for all.”

To hear the complete interview with Rev. 
Forbes Matonga, please visit the Love Your 
Neighbor website, http://www.generalcon-
ference2012.org/videos.html.

Chaplains are here for you!
 

The Love Your Neighbor Coalition recognizes that General Conference 
can be a stressful and sensitive time for many who attend

or watch online.
 

Affirmation: United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer Concerns is providing a Chaplain hotline that 
will be staffed 24 hours a day until May 25th.  Call 813-200-8860.  Rev. 

Walter Lockhart and Rev. Becky Sechrist will also be available at the 
communion services in the Tabernacle each evening at the beginning of 

the dinner break.
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The Rev. Lorenza Andrade Smith, appointed to a ministry of presence and advocacy with the 
poor and homeless, speaks April 29 during a session of the 2012 United Methodist General 
Conference. A UMNS photo by Paul Jeffrey.

Book Signing by David Weekley: 
“In from the Wilderness”

Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Cokesbury Store at General Conference

199 West 8th Avenue, Ste. 3, Eugene, OR 97401
Telephone (541) 344-1528 • Fax (541) 344-1506
Visit our Web site at w w w.wipfandstock.com

WIPF & STO CK
An Imprint of WIPF and STOCK Publishers

In from the Wilderness
Sherman: She-r-man

DAVID E. WEEKLEY
Foreword by VIRGINIA RAMEY MOLLENKOTT

�e stories of transgender people reach back to the beginnings of recorded 
history. At this particular point in time the psychiatric, medical, and secular 
worlds are beginning to appreciate the authenticity of Lesbian, Gay, Transgen-
der, Bisexual, and Queer people. Sadly, many Christian churches and denomi-
nations continue to oppress and vilify the LGTBQ community. �is is the story 
of a transgender man who has been an ordained elder in �e United Methodist 
Church since 1984 and has quietly served his congregations for twenty-eight 
years before sharing his story and spiritual journey with his congregation, 
denomination, and the world. �is is the story of a Transgender man, a Chris-
tian, an ordained minister, a loving husband and father—a human being. It is 
his challenge to his denomination and to all Christians and spiritual seekers to 
consider the truth of gender identity and sexual orientation as God given gifts, 
to be celebrated and embraced among all other gifts.

“Questions about whether a transgender pastor can have a successful ministry have been resoundingly answered in the a�rmative in this story of three decades 
of e�ective and inspiring pastoral ministry, while keeping secret from the church and society his gender reassignment surgery. Remarkable— courageous— 
encouraging!”
—BISHOP CALVIN D. MCCONNELL, United Methodist Church, Retired, Portland, Oregon

“From the time David was appointed my pastor in the 1980s, to the compelling revelation of his challenging circumstances, he has sustained his integrity, his 
courageous, creative, inclusive ministry and hope-�lled spirit. His personal story o�ers liberation to others trapped, either in their bodies or in gender roles 
de�ned by society.”
—VELMA DUELL MCCONNELL, Lay Pastoral Care, Portland, Oregon

“David Weekley shares his wilderness journey in this warm and honest autobiography. In the wilderness (both past and present), David has encountered deep 
loneliness, powerful mentoring and friendship, unbearable pain, and profound joy. �rough it all, he has journeyed with a courage that will inspire courage in 
his readers. As a teenager, David could not speak of himself as ‘I’ but only as ‘i.’ He gradually learned to honor himself and to form deep and honest relation-
ships, which have shaped his powerful and compassionate ministry with others. �ank you, David!”
—MARY ELIZABETH MOORE, Boston University

THE REV. DAVID WEEKLEY is an ordained United Methodist clergy. He received his 

BA in Psychology from Cleveland State University in 1976 and entered seminary at Boston 

University School of �eology, where he earned an MDiv in 1982. He has served churches in the 

Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference for twenty-eight years.

978-1-60899-544-8 / $19 / 164 pp / paper

Orders: Contact your favorite bookseller or order directly 
from the publisher via phone (541) 344-1528, 

fax (541) 344-1506 or e-mail us at orders@wipfandstock.com

Media, Examination, and Review Copies:
Contact: James Stock
(541) 344-1528, ext 103 or James@wipfandstock.com

~Study Guide Included~

The Rev. Lorenza Andrade-Smith knows 
a thing or two about homelessness. The 
United Methodist pastor is serving an ap-
pointment as an advocate for the poor, 
homeless, and for just systems. 

In fact, she has been living out her call by 
living on the streets and educating the poor 
and the homeless.

 Adrade-Smith arrived in Tampa early 
for General Conference. She has been liv-
ing on the streets in Tampa, around the 
Convention Center. Ironically, she was re-
moved from the Convention Center so that 
they could prepare for General Conference. 
She found a place to sleep at the Love Your 
Neighbor Tabernacle.

 She addressed listeners in Tabernacle 
over lunch on April 27. In her statement, 
she urged the church to be in conversation 
about immigration.

“First and foremost, immigration is a 
global phenomenon,” she said. “Global mi-
gration is where we need to think and then 
act on the local level.” 

 In response to laws like the Arizona 
SB1050 Immigration law, Andrade-Smith 
said, “This is a time when as a faith com-
munity we have to be forward thinking and 
we have to be standing prophetically, not 
only in the pulpits but in our local church-
es and our schools and our work places to 
speak about this.”

She said that it is going to take more than 
United Methodists, more than the Chris-
tian community, and it is going to take 
more than the faith community. “We need 
to work alongside all peoples in our areas.”

“This legislation affects the humanitar-
ian issue of the children of God all across 
the globe,” Andrade-Smith said. “We were 
in Mexico for an international global meet-
ing and the global community, when we 

Think Global Migration – Think Migration Toward God
said we were from the US, immediately rec-
ognized us because of the Arizona laws that 
were being imposed.

“Nothing else but by those Arizona 
laws,” she continued, “so we are becoming 
known throughout the globe for taking this 
very harsh stance in the community of God 
and we are setting a precedent and a stan-
dard that will be looked at. I do not know 
what those consequences will be. None of 
us know that.”

Andrade-Smith said that even though 
she doesn’t have the answer to that, she is 
keenly aware that “we are being recognized 
and we will have an effect around the globe 
if that decision goes forward.”

The homeless pastor added that she 
came to General Conference not because 
immigration is a Hispanic/Latino Latina is-
sue, “though it is.”

She added, “It is more than a U.S. im-
migration debate, more than a U.S. politi-
cal debate. Immigration is even more than 
the global situation happening around the 
world, in Korea, in Africa, in Latin Ameri-
ca, in European places.

“It is that, but it is more than that. It is 
not even contained in our scripture though 
from Genesis to the book of Revelations we 
talk about immigration and migration. We 
cannot even contain it to that,” she said. 

“We are created to migrate towards 
God.”

Love Your
Neighbor
Chaplain

813-200-8860

Love Your
Neighbor Office

813-416-5569

Check out our 
website at

gc12.org

Follow the
Twitter hashtag 

#gc12love
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love makes a family

When I first was ready to come out, I went to a lesbian rabbi in my community. I told her, “I’m struggling with this,” and I was crying. And 
she said, “Why are you crying? This isn’t something to cry about; this is something to celebrate!” I was so surprised. It was all new to me. It 

turned out that there was a large LGBT Jewish community that was very welcoming to me. 

If you are a fundamentalist and believe that a verse in the Bible literally says that you should be put to death for being homosexual, you 
need to realize that we have a community of people who are suffering, being abused, and committing suicide because of this particular text. 
I don’t believe that suffering is what our Jewish tradition or God ultimately wants from our religion. We are supposed to find a holy life, and 

these beliefs are clearly not creating a holy life for LGBT people.

Rabbi Sarah Meytin


