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Dozens of demonstrators demanding a more inclusive church took over the floor of a May 3 session of the 2012 United Methodist General Con-
ference in Tampa, Florida. They held communion around the center table and sang songs, causing the presiding bishop to suspend the morning 
session. A UMNS photo by Paul Jeffrey.

 The General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church shut down the plenary 
hall to everyone except delegates, it was an-
nounced Thursday morning.

The plenary hall was reopened, however, 
for the afternoon session after cooler heads 
prevailed.

A petition that would acknowledge the 
honesty that faithful United Methodists 
disagree on the place of LGBT people in the 
church was defeated.

In response, LGBT people and their sup-
porters sang and served communion to all.

In response, the presiding bishop, Bish-
op Michael Coyner of Indiana, closed the 
hall to all visitors. He cited the LGBT ad-
vocates as a “security concern” and source 
of confusion. He adjourned the plenary 
session for lunch and announced that only 
delegates would be allowed back into the 
hall at the end of the lunch break.

Coyner was challenged by Stephen 
Drachler, a lay delegate from the Susque-
hanna Conference and former staff person 
for United Methodist Communications. 
“By what authority do you have to close the 
session of the General Conference to visi-
tors and spectators?”

Coyner stated that the decision came 
from the Conference Secretary and that au-
thority came from those who are housing 
the General Conference.

Advocates for full inclusion remained in 
the room singing while the lights were shut 
off around them. One tweeter said, “All 
lights off in plenary...it’s either last call or 
the one “in charge” wld like all 2 leave. We 
sit in dark waiting 4 light. #gc12love”

It was announced that all legislation 
would be postponed and referred to the 
Agenda and Calendar group.

Leaders of the demonstration were 
told that the legislation was postponed to 
avoid more harm to LGBT people and their 
friends.

Bishop Minerva Carcaño of the Desert 
Southwest Annual Conference respond-
ed to the debate on human sexuality on 
the floor of General Conference, calling 
it “painful.” She was compelled to move 
from the dais with the bishops to join those 

standing outside the bar of the General 
Conference. 

Carcaño said, “the language was cruel, 
the language was unchristian, the spirit was 
unholy.

“It is time, it is truly time for The Unit-
ed Methodist Church to be an inclusive 
church, it is time for us to leave behind our 
power struggles, our limitations, the limi-
tation of not being able to see the fullness 
of God’s children and God’s community, 
the fullness of the body of Jesus Christ. It is 
time to be about ministry.

“I’m so grateful for our brothers and sis-

‘It is Time to be About Ministry’

Bishop Minerva Carcaño participates in a witness in favor of full in-
clusion of gays and lesbians within the denomination, laying a black 
wreath on the communion table during the 2008 United Methodist 
General Conference in Fort Worth, Texas. A UMNS photo by Paul 
Jeffrey. 

ters of the LGBT community, brothers and 
sisters who are straight,” she continued. 
“Men and women who have known the 
love of Christ Jesus...know that we turn and 
love our neighbor as well. We can’t help but 
love others, because we have felt the deep 

love of Christ who transforms our lives.
“And so, we must continue, the journey 

is before us. It might yet be long, but God is 
with us. We must continue to reach out to 
those who have even less then we have, less 
power, less ability to come to the table—
those who literally have no food—food 
for their bodies or food for their spirit. We 
must continue to work for those who find 
themselves afflicted by injustice.”

NOTE: To see a video of Bishop Carca-
no’s comments, please visit http://gc12.org/
featured/an-urgent-message-from-bishop-
carcano/

Protestors Affect
General Conference
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LOVE YOUR

As I walked into the Conference Center, 
I picked up a Love Your Neighbor newspa-
per as I have done since the beginning of 
General Conference. When I opened the 
paper, I was surprised to see a huge picture 
of me on page 3 in the May 3 issue.

At first glance, it did not surprise me that 
you would be dealing with loss of guaran-
teed appointments. However, as I read the 
caption underneath my picture, I was flab-
bergasted that you misquoted me and took 
what I stood to say only to strengthen your 
agenda and points. The whole article did 
not even mention what I said nor the point 
I was trying to make on the floor.

To be perfectly clear, I did not stand to 
criticize “a vote the day before to eliminate 
guaranteed appointments to clergy.” What 
I tried to do was to point out that by not 
even allowing us to discuss the issue we 
have SILENCED the voice of those who are 
marginalized and forgotten. By not giving 
voices to people like me, you take away the 
power  and keep us away from the table. I 
stood to say that I will not be ignored or si-
lenced by the process or by those in power. 
It was about justice and white privilege that 
is systemic in our church.

I am disappointed and feel very used by 
the way you used me to further make your 
stand without even consulting me or talk-
ing with me.  After my speech, I had many 
people of all races, gender, and even bish-
ops come to support me. And yet, no one 
from the Love Your Neighbor Coalition 
approached me with words of support or 
even acknowledgement, other than those 
who are friends of mine. No one from this 
group asked me what lead me to stand up 
in front of thousands of people and speak 

for people like me.
You wrote on page 1 of the same paper 

that a floor action the day before, shouting 
“Do No Harm,” was to “work passionately 
for racial justice.” Well, no one from this 
group ever asked me about my racial jus-
tice issue, nor asked me to be a part of it. 
Once again you have used your white privi-
lege and power to make your point and not 
“MINE.”

I do not ask you to stand “for” but “with” 
me. Let me say it again: “I do not need you 
to stand for me, BUT WITH me!” I need 
you to “HEAR” my pain and stories. If you 
are not willing to listen to people like me, 
how do you expect others out there who 
have a different belief and understanding 
to listen to you?

I want, no, need you, to print this letter 
and a correction in your next issue with 
an apology. And, I ask you please, do not 
misquote others to make your point nor 
use another person as your poster child, es-
pecially if you have not even talked to that 
person in person.

Rev. Sandra Bonnette-Kim, New England 
Conference

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

The photo and the information below the 
photograph that the Rev. Bonnette-Kim 
refers to was courtesy of United Methodist 
News Service. Love Your Neighbor News re-
lies on UMNS for accurate information, and 
we apologize for the misinformation.

Letter to the Editor
Many thanks for LYN news

Thanks to the writers, editors, publish-
ers, and all who put the daily Love Your 
Neighbor newspaper together. The daily 
LYN helps me understand the real impact 
of the legislation reviewed. I look forward 
to each issue. Special thanks to Jamie Mi-
chaels and Dr. McDonald for today’s arti-
cles. I pray there will be a move to revisit 
the RCRC issue.

Please heed Dr. McDonald’s warning re-
garding proposed mental health legislation 
referenced in her article. We as the church 
need to set the standard and offer full ben-
efits to those who are unable to work due to 
a disability. If the church fails to model the 
standard of compassionate care, the busi-
ness and government worlds surely will 
not. No one chooses a mental health dis-
ability! Benefits are a matter of survival for 
many!

As a chaplain in a VA psychiatric setting, 
I work every day with men and women 
who, though with many gifts and with a 
deep spirituality and faith, feel unwelcome 
in the mainline churches. One in four have 
a chemical imbalance.

We could fill our pews Sunday after Sun-
day if we only welcome those who find it 
hard to fit in elsewhere. 

My vets tell me over and over they didn’t 
choose this condition, and often asked why 
they are being punished. They need a wel-
coming, grace-filled church to assure them 
they have sacred worth - something most 
find hard to believe.

Okay, enough venting. I continue to 
keep you in prayer and know that God’s 
love is pouring out on you all who embody 
the love of Christ and speak on behalf of 
those with no voice.

Grace and peace to all!

Rev. Bev Hume
Clergy, West Ohio Conference

Letter to the Editor A Blessing

When you are discouraged
and you want to give up,
sit with one another
and hold on.

Know that you are being held
by witnesses near and far
and the saints who have gone before.

May you have the courage of Martin,
who walked with grace
into places of hatred.

May you have the persistence of Teresa of 
Calcutta
who continued to work for love and com-
passion
even when she didn’t feel God’s presence.

May you have the creativity of Mahatma
who saw the institution, the oppressor,
and created ways to confound it.

May you have the patience and vision of 
Nelson,
who saw that, though the journey was 
long,
justice would prevail.

You are held by all of us
watching from afar,
from closets and cages,
from church offices and kitchen tables,
from sanctuaries and classrooms.

You are our hope.
A hope, not constructed in human time,
but existing in God’s time,
and the knowledge that justice,
that change, will come.
You just can’t stop the beat.
A United Methodist Clergy who is watch-
ing from afar.

Chaplains are here for you!
 

The Love Your Neighbor Coalition recognizes 
that General Conference can be a stressful and 

sensitive time for many who attend.
 

Affirmation: United Methodists for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Con-

cerns is providing a Chaplain hotline that will 
be staffed 24 hours a day until May 25th.  Call 
813-200-8860.  Rev. Walter Lockhart and Rev. 

Becky Sechrist will also be available at the com-
munion services in the Tabernacle each evening 

at the beginning of the dinner break.
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Wednesday, the General Conference 
voted to eliminate The General Commis-
sion on Religion and Race (GCORR), an 
agency of the church which was mandated 
by the church and created after the ending 
of the racially segregated Central Jurisdic-
tion within the church. I cannot help but 
to question what it means for the life and 
well-being of the church.

The eradication of GCORR has ripple 
effects that will be felt widely and deeply 
throughout the full church for years to 
come. At a time when the church we love 
is seeking to be and become a truly glob-

al family in Christ, the core body of the 
church charged with helping us work cross-
culturally will cease to exist with no other 
resources within the church to replace it.

What does the loss of GCORR cost the 
church?

It impedes our ability to create vital con-
gregations. As the church changes, GCORR 
changes. And so, with an increased com-
mitment to vital congregations, GCORR 
increased its work to expand from monitor-
ing to equipping local churches and church 
leaders to work effectively within changing 
communities. 

Eradication of GCORR as an agency 
means it is stripped of its General Secre-
tary, board, funding, authority to monitor, 
and staff needed to assist local churches in 
sharing and implementing best practices to 
create vital congregations.

This will happen at a time when cultur-
ally competent leadership is essential to 
church growth and relevancy. 

Currently, GCORR provides training 
and resources to congregations, annual 
conference Boards of Ordained Ministry, 
cabinets, and episcopal leadership in the 
areas of cultural competency and cross-
racial/cross-cultural appointment making 
more than ever before.

We become more vulnerable to dis-
crimination lawsuits. At a time when we 
have now made ourselves more vulnerable 
to potential discrimination lawsuits with 
the removal of guaranteed appointments, 
yet another layer of impact is added to the 
loss of GCORR and its impact on the full 
church. 

The residual resistance of many local 
churches to fully receive women and per-
sons of color as their pastor will make those 
clergy leaders the most vulnerable. 

If GCORR ceases to be an independent 
agency there is little authority to confront 
the systemic racism and sexism that will 
emerge. No other arm of the church has the 
authority to investigate racial discrimina-
tion.

The committee charged with oversight 
will report to the agency it is charged with 
monitoring. As an independent commis-
sion, GCORR monitors the behaviors of 
all other general agencies and practices of 
our denomination to insure that all persons 

Statement by Erin Hawkins, General Secretary for GCORR, on the
Cost to the Church Brought by the Decision to Eliminate GCORR

Good morning, brothers and sisters. 
Good morning, beautiful people of God.

I would like to start by calling your at-
tention to a page in the DCA. When you 
get a minute, please review 2385, which is 
a survey of who we are as participants in 

M. Garlinda Burton addresses the 2012 General Conference. Burton, top staff executive of the 
denomination’s Commission on the Status and Role of Women, discussed diversity. A UMNS 
photo by Mike DuBose.

NOTE: The following is an excerpt 
from comments made yesterday morning 
during a plenary session by M. Garlinda 
Burton, General Secretary of the Com-
mission on the Status and Role of Women.

Garlinda Burton: ‘Is The United Methodist Church a Godly Place?’

General Conference, to call your attention 
to the fact ... of who we are, what we look 
like, where we come from, so that you are 
aware of who is at the General Conference. 

I want to make note that yesterday, last 
evening, as we were talking about social 
principles, while women are 38% of the del-
egates here, only 18% of the speakers were 
women. Moreover, this morning when we 
were talking about human sexuality, four of 
the speakers were women and 23 speakers 
were men. 

We would like to encourage women to 
find your voice and speak up in order for 
us to be the whole church of Jesus Christ. 
We need to hear from every person here. 
We need for you to tell your stories and to 
speak your truth. 

Now, I’d like for everyone in the room to 
get out just any scrap piece of white paper. 
If you’re in the bleachers, if you’re visiting, 
observing, please get out a piece of white 
paper. 

And if you are a child of God, loved by 
God, who loves God, I want you to wave 
that piece of paper. I don’t see everybody 
waving! 

If you are a child of God--I would call my 
brothers and sisters in the middle: wave, if 
you don’t have a piece of paper, everybody-
-if you’re a child of God, wave that paper. 
Isn’t that a wonderful sight!

If you’ll put your paper down...
Now, I’m going to challenge us this 

morning. If your hoursehold income, like 
most of the world’s household income, is 
20,000 United States dollars or less, wave 
your paper. The majority of the world 
makes $20,000 or less household income. 
Wave your hand if that’s your income. Look 
around. We’re talking about the world.

If you are younger than 25 years old, the 
median age of a world citizen is 24. If you 
are less than 25 years old, raise your paper, 
wave it high. If even if you’re in the visitors 
stand, if you’re 25 or under, raise your hand. 

We understand that race is a healing 
construct, but it is a human construct that 
has caused division and inequity in this 
world, and it is still causing it in our church, 
so we can’t pretend that race doesn’t matter.

If you are identified as black, red, yellow, 
golden, brown, or interracial, I want you to 
raise your paper. Around the world, if you 
are identified as black, red, golden, brown, 
or yellow, raise your paper...or interracial. 
Look around. This is the world. Put your 
hands down.

If your church is at least half something 
you are not, in terms of race, raise your 
hand, wave your paper. Look around. The 
world is 75% (people) of color. 

If you have a child or a grandchild, or 
a greatgrandchild, between the ages of 12 
and18, raise your hand. One out of every 
10 of the papers you see--one of our chil-
dren, one of our grandchildren, my oldest 
grandson is a gay man--they are gay, they 
are lesbian, they are bisexual. That is the 
world that we live in.

Raise your hand again if you are a child 
of God, wave your paper, if you are a be-
loved child of God and you know that God 
loves you.

Let me remind you that we have said 
that we want to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world, 
and we want to serve God. God has already 
declared whose God’s are and that is every-
one in this world. 

So the question is: Is The United Meth-
odist Church a Godly place? Are we open 
to, ready to be vital congregations for, ready 
to disciple, ready to evangelize, and ready 
to invite the world’s people--God’s people-
-into our sanctuaries?  Are we ready for, are 
we structured for, are we re-structured for, 
the people of God.

God has already decided who is included 
and who is not. It is not our decision. The 
Bible says that God loves the whole world. 

My challenge to us is, “Are we ready are 
we representative of the world that our God 
made, or are we a club for people who look 
like, think like, and act like we are?”

will have access to leadership and decision-
making in the denomination. Under Plan 
UMC, the committee that replaces GCORR 
is charged with monitoring the agency that 
it reports directly to.

A loss of GCORR is also a loss for the 
Central Conferences. There will be no body 
to turn to in order to raise issues of full in-
volvement at all levels of the church. There 
will no longer be any clear source to part-
ner and equip around issues of racism, eth-
nocentrism or tribalism.

As The United Methodist Church is 
growing significantly in Africa and Asia, 
it is essential that United States leaders be 
equipped and monitored to be in true part-
nership with Central Conference leader-
ship.

With all of these losses, very little is 
gained toward the goal of fiscal responsibil-
ity since GCORR accounts for less than 2% 
of the overall budget. 

GCORR had already exercised great fis-
cal discipline to cut budgets and create effi-
ciency through radical restructuring of the 
board, staff and refocusing of priorities.

We urge the body to reconsider its ac-
tions, particularly the creation of the Com-
mittee in Inclusiveness and instead substi-
tute for the compromise agreed upon by 
GCORR, GCSRW and Plan UMC.

 

Erin Hawkins, chief executive of the United Methodist Commission on Religion and Race, 
greets delegates to General Conference during the opening plenary on April 24 in Tampa. Fla. 
Hawkins prepared the group for the days ahead with training on cultural sensitivity. A UMNS 
photo by Skyler E. Nimmons.
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It’s an old joke, but true nonetheless: Be 
careful what virtue you ask of God, because 
you will surely be placed in life situations 
where you will have to practice it! So it has 
been with me and others of my acquain-
tance this week at General Conference.

In my case, the spiritual challenge before 
me has been to refrain from cynicism, de-
spair and “snark” about The United Meth-

odist Church. I have seen too much of the 
ugly underbelly of the institution over the 
past quarter of a century, and staring too 
long at darkness can impede one’s vision of 
light.

Moreover, during those 24 years, many 
people – I would venture to say as many as 
hundreds – of United Methodists who have 
been injured by the institution have turned 
to me to bare their wounds and share their 
stories. My empathy for their collective 
plight has left me with scars of my own, 
making for a very jaundiced view of the 
workings of the church.

So when I met with my spiritual direc-
tor before General Conference, she asked 
me what concrete plan I had for achieving 
my spiritual goals. I mentioned constant 
prayer, including times apart with God, to 
strive to see all delegates as God’s beloved 
daughters and sons. I now report, to my 
consternation, that my plan has been sorely 
tried by the actions of the General Confer-
ence.

Heartbroken
In short, I am heartbroken at the loss of 

the General Commission on Religion and 
Race and the General Commission on the 
Status and Role of Women in the new struc-
ture of the United Methodist general agen-

Abandoned by My Church
by Cynthia B. Astle

cies. They have been replaced by a “Com-
mittee on Inclusiveness.” To my mind, the 
denomination has achieved its streamlin-
ing on the backs of women and people of 
color, a discouraging symbol that the UMC 
values material success more than people.

I confess that the restructure hurts per-
sonally because it impacts me twice as a 
woman of mixed-race heritage. Our family 
descends in part from the Lumbee people, 
who intermarried with freed slaves around 
Fayetteville, North Carolina. I discovered 
this heritage some years ago only after 
deep research into our family’s geneaol-
ogy, because the culture of segregation in 
the South caused my great-grandparents to 
hide their racial identities.

Hence, I have the blood of both Native 
Americans and African Americans flowing 
through my veins. This knowledge has giv-
en me a new understanding and affiliation 
with people of color, along with new aware-
ness of how my own family sacrificed its 
true nature to access the privilege of white-
ness. In America, being white has meant 
life, pure and simple.

Now my church, which was a leader in 
past struggles for racial and gender jus-
tice, has devalued the current struggles of 
people of color and women in its desire for 
corporate success by eliminating the Gen-
eral Commission on Religion and Race and 
the General Commission on the Status and 
Role of Women.

I am of the generation of women who 
broke down many walls with the help of 
Christ and the church. I was the first wom-
an to be editor of the United Methodist Re-
porter in 167 years. Imagine that: It took 
167 years for one of the denomination’s 
most distinguished publications to place a 
woman in authority at the senior executive 
level.

As a woman, I have known the terror 
of violent sexual assault in which my life 
was threatened. As a woman, I have earned 
roughly three-fourths the salary of my male 
colleagues. As a woman, I have had politi-
cians take away my rights to make my own 
health care decisions. It’s a small thing, but 
just this week I left a Tampa restaurant be-
cause, as a woman lunching alone, I sat for 
nearly 20 minutes without service.

So the struggle for justice for women 
and people of color is nowhere near over. 
And now my church has demoted these 
justice efforts to the status of a committee 
answerable to the very people it’s supposed 

to be monitoring.
Repentance
After the vote that dissolved GCORR 

and COSROW, I mentioned in an ill-ad-
vised tweet that just once, I’d like to see 
General Conference do violence to a mis-
sion or ministry headed by an old white 
man. I repent of that desire for violence 
and the pejorative profiling it contains. I 
also repent of my late-night e-mail to some 
brothers that I felt ready to leave The Unit-
ed Methodist Church.

However, I will not disown the sense that 
my sisters and brothers of color, along with 
the sisterhood of women, have been aban-
doned by The United Methodist Church. 
Living with this knowledge in future will 
be difficult indeed, and will require me to 
make my spiritual plan for General Con-
ference a permanent part of my daily dis-
cipline.

When we greeted each other in Tampa 
before the structure vote, my soul sister, 
Garlinda Burton, who is now the last gen-
eral secretary of COSROW, prophesied, 
“We’ll get there. God will drag us kicking 
and screaming, but we’ll get there.”

Even so, come Lord Jesus!

Cynthia Astle is Project Coordinator for 
United Methodist Insight (um-insight.net)

Photo by Rev. Lois McCullen Parr.

 I have been so grateful for the presence 
of social media in our midst at #gc2012.

I “tweeted” this just now from Berkeley, 
California, Cal-Nevada Conference, Unit-
ed States of America.

For those of you unfamiliar with Twit-
ter, it’s a social networking site that allows 
people to update a status of 140 characters 
or less instantaneously.

People young and old alike, from the 
South, the North, the West, and even the 
Central Conferences, have been using 
Twitter to update one another, encourage 
one another, and argue with one another 
throughout the conference.

One of the hallmarks of Twitter is the 
“#,” or the “hashtag,” used to classify a 
“tweet” under a particular topic, which one 
can then follow.

And in order that we all may become 
familiar with new language, I will be using 
#hashtags all through this article.

I had to leave #gc2012 yesterday morn-
ing so I could go home and take finals at 
#PSRBerkeley (Pacific School of Religion) 
where I am about to finish a Masters of Di-
vinity program, so I am also grateful for 
the General Conference’s decision to take 
the schedules of students and young people 
across the globe into account when plan-
ning events.

Since leaving, I have stayed connected 
on Twitter, Facebook, and (when the site 
isn’t jammed), on the live feed from www.
umc.org.

And while I LOVE that social media 
helps me to feel almost as though I were 
there with my #gc12love family, it is aw-
fully difficult to be nuanced in 140 charac-
ters, and it’s even harder to challenge flawed 
epistemology or systemic issues in such a 
space limit.

There have been some problematic 
things said on Twitter to which I’m eager 
to respond at greater length. And I freely 
admit that there has been hurtful language 
and mockery on all sides.

But I have seen at this General Confer-
ence the ways in which power and wealth 
have been used to systematically disenfran-
chise women, people of color, the poor, and 
yes, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, 
and queer persons, and I will no longer 
abide the dismissal of the pain of my peo-
ple.

Our protests are not akin, as some have 
said, to a child throwing a temper tantrum 
at the dinner table; they are a biblical la-
ment in the style of the psalmist.

They are not the petulant whines of a 
sore loser; they are a call to prophetic wit-
ness and justice like those of the prophets 
of the Hebrew Bible, and of Jesus.

In moments like these, the word “schism” 
is often raised. I would like to make it clear 
that I am committed to remaining in this 
church.

As an observer in the discussion of hu-
man sexuality in Church and Society B, 
there was no point at which I thought to 
myself, “I don’t ever want to sit at table, or 
serve with, or preside with Dr. Eddie Fox.” 
(I use Dr. Fox as an example only because 
of how far apart we sit politically.)

NO.
I believe the Gospel calls me into radical 

love for those who disagree with me, even 
“to pray for those who persecute me.”

However, I will not be dissuaded from 
my belief in the call to justice. If I leave The 
United Methodist Church, it will not be be-
cause I was bullied into silence. It will be 
because The United Methodist Church has 
ceased to be Wesleyan, cease to be a place 
I can faithfully preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to a people desperate for transfor-
mation.

If I leave The United Methodist Church, 
it will be because the church fails to be the 
church, and this #IWillNotAbide.

Twitter: In 140
Characters or
Fewer

Love Your
Neighbor
Chaplain

813-200-8860

Check out our 
website at

gc12.org

Follow the
Twitter hashtag 

#gc12love
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Why does the Bible tell us we must love 
others “as we love ourselves?” The biblical 
commandment specifies that we must love 
our neighbor in a very specific fashion—
namely “as we love ourselves.” 

Through my 80 years, I have sometimes 
been told by church people and even my 
own family that I will burn in hell for my 
sexual orientation and gender expression—
and they would assume that they were 
speaking out of their love for me. 

But somehow their assertions never felt 
like love. 

Finally, it dawned on me that the reason 
the Bible stipulates “as we love ourselves,” is 
that we are expected to speak to others as 
we would like to be spoken to.

We are expected to treat others as we 
ourselves would appreciate being treated, 
and to refrain from doing or saying any-
thing that might cause us to feel rejected or 
unloved if it were directed at ourselves.

When I learned that infants with a mix 
of male and female biological markers were 
being subjected to surgeries in order to 
satisfy doctors’ ideas of sex and gender, I 
knew I had to learn more and speak out. 
This was not treating these children the way 
we would want to be treated.

In the course of my subsequent research, 
I found out about people who were inter-
sex—born naturally with both male and fe-

As We Love Ourselves
by Virginia Ramey Mollenkott

male biological features.
I learned about transsexuals who are 

people who feel their bodies do not match 
their inner gender identity so they transi-
tion from male to female or female to male.

I learned that some use “transgender” as 
an umbrella term but I find it helpful to ap-
ply to people who do not conform to our 
society’s binary gender roles and rules.

In the course of writing my book “Om-
nigender,” I realized that as a lesbian woman 
with an undeniable masculine component, 
I am transgender in more ways than one. 

So, of course, I’ve been watching to see 
whether my friends in The United Method-
ist Church will vote to love their transgen-
der/transsexual/bisexual/and homosexual 
neighbors as they love themselves.  

It follows, then, that heterosexual men 
and women and people who fit gender ex-
pectations in the church need to ask them-
selves questions such as, “how would I feel 
if I were told that I must live alone, without 
marriage or domestic companionship?” 
Or, “how would I feel if I were shunned be-
cause I tried to live authentically, matching 
my outer gender and behavior to what I in-
wardly know to be true about myself?”  

Transgender people—whether choosing 
surgery or just living lives that do not fit 
the gender binary—are simply asking to be 
treated as a neighbor who deserves the love 

and respect that we all deserve. 
I fervently believe that the church should 

teach only love, because all of us were cre-
ated in the image of a loving God—a God 
who created more diversity than some of us 
are willing to accept.

And, we have been provided with bibli-
cal guidance for how to gauge whether or 
not actions and words are loving—by what 
would feel loving if we ourselves were on 
the receiving end.

So dear sisters, brothers, and “in-be-
tweens” in The United Methodist Church, 
will you love your neighbor as you love 
yourselves?

“Love does no harm to its neighbor. 
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” 
Romans 13:10.

 Virginia Ramey Mollenkott, Ph.D., is 
Professor Emeritus of English Language and 
Literature at The William Patterson Univer-
sity of New Jersey.

On May 2, General Conference con-
sidered the resolution on divestment 
from Caterpillar, Motorola Solutions, and 
Hewlett-Packard. 

United Methodist Kairos Response 
(UMKR) did not get the decision that we 
had hoped for, as the General Conference 
plenary voted against a motion calling for 
divestment from companies that profit 
from Israel’s violations of Palestinian hu-
man rights and denial of Palestinian free-
dom. 

The conference faced a choice between 
standing with the oppressed as Jesus did, or 
yielding to fear. It appears that they yielded 
to fear as a result of misinformation spread 
about the consequences of supporting di-
vestment.

UMC Fails to Align its Words With its Actions
However, we have achieved a great vic-

tory nonetheless. We have succeeded in 
raising awareness amongst the general 
public and in our churches about the suf-
fering of Palestinians, including Palestin-
ian Christians, living under Israel’s nearly 
45-year-old military occupation, and the 
colonization of their lands. 

The brutal reality of the Israeli occupa-
tion can no longer be hidden, and the myth 
that Christians are leaving the Holy Land 
because of Muslim pressure has been ex-
posed as false. Palestinian Christians who 
traveled 6,000 miles to share their real-
ity told delegates that they suffer alongside 
their Muslim neighbors from Israel’s occu-
pation.

Though the Pension Board has chosen to 

Reprinted with permission from United 
Methodist Kairos Response.
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keep church funds in companies that profit 
from the occupation, a number of annual 
(regional) conferences within the church 
have already divested. 

Individual United Methodists will also 
do so. 

Friends Fiduciary, the large Quaker fi-
nancial services corporation, voted last 
month to divest from Caterpillar. Other 
churches will soon follow the Quakers.

This issue has brought together conser-
vative, moderate and liberal leaders in our 
own denomination, as well as others, who 
support justice and human rights for all, 
and we believe our shared experience in 
advocating for this issue will result in clos-
er working relationships on other issues as 
well. 

The quest for justice unites people in 
ways that go far beyond theology, ethnic-
ity, or politics. Deep and lasting interfaith 
friendships have been forged through this 
initiative. We have been humbled by the 
rabbis and other Jewish supporters who 
traveled to Tampa to stand with us.

Despite this disappointment, our efforts 
to inform and educate United Methodists 
and others about the plight of the Palestin-
ians, and the ways in which church invest-
ments further their suffering, will continue, 
as will the global struggle for peace and jus-
tice for all the peoples of the Holy Land.

Chaplains are here for you!
 

The Love Your Neighbor Coalition recognizes that General Confer-
ence can be a stressful and sensitive time for many who attend.

 
Affirmation: United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, and Queer Concerns is providing a Chaplain hotline 
that will be staffed 24 hours a day until May 25th.  

Call 813-200-8860.  Rev. Walter Lockhart and Rev. Becky Sechrist 
will also be available at the communion services in the Tabernacle 

each evening at the beginning of the dinner break.
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 Like a spectator at a sports game is how 
I felt on that historic night on the Acts of 
Repentance. I had great hopes for the ser-
vice, not knowing what to expect. It felt like 
the service was piecemealed together, not a 
cohesive whole.

In one part of the service, I kept wait-
ing for us to move from the historical piece 
to the present. Even though “Tink” Tinker 
brought some valuable pieces forward for 
consideration, the service needed a time 
for us to consider things in the present, to 
not only bring up current tribal issues Na-
tive people face but also to bring to light 
the very struggle Native people have in the 
wider church.

The bishops’ statement was a beginning, 
but there was no clear strategy or plan for 
the end of the worship. Where do we begin 
to work in a process that will get more rep-
resentation of the Native Community into 
the wider church? 

The church has done so well in dividing 
the Indian communities, pitting us against 
one another, because every time the church 
talks about Indian people or wants to in-
clude Indian people then the Oklahoma 
Indian Missionary Conference is looked 
upon as the only Indians in the church.

They are NOT the only Indians, for there 
are Indian people outside of OIMC and 
we have to keep reminding the church of 
this. How do we truly come together to be 
represented of ALL NATIVE people in the 
church?

Lastly, since all Natives WERE NOT 
consulted in this process of Repentance, 
the taking of stones from a sacred place is 
wrong. 

When a land is sacred then one does not 
remove anything from that sacred place. If 
it is removed then we are going against the 
sacred. 

This act of repentance needed the Holy 
Spirit. If we are not a cohesive whole, then 
how can we move forward? 

Come Holy Spirit, come.

Bishop Elias Galvin from Scottsdale, Ariz., and the Rev. Tweedy Sombrero from Trinity United Methodist Church in Yuma, Ariz., (left), view a 
photograph taken by Anne Marshall from the Connectional Table using a cell phone. A UMNS photo by Kathleen Barry

A Response to the Act of Repentance 
by the Rev. Tweedy Sombrero
and the Rev. Anne Marshall

The Rev. Tweedy Sombrero is pastor of Trin-
ity United Methodist Church in Yuma, Ariz.

In the Diné (Navajo) tradition, there is 
a belief that there is male and female in ev-
erything and in everyone. 

Diné people talk of “Walking in Beauty” 
and for us to be in Beauty is for us to learn 
how to balance the two sides and be in har-
mony. 

It is said that persons who are gay and 
lesbian have that balance within them al-
ready because they use both sides all the 
time. As straight people, we constantly use 
our male side or female side more and we 
lean toward that side and become unbal-
anced; we are often out of harmony. 

Our brothers and sisters who are gay and 
lesbian use both their sides, male and fe-
male.  Therefore, gay and lesbian people 
are more spiritual than straight people be-

Male/Female in Diné Tradition
by the Rev. Tweedy Sombrero

The Rev. Tweedy Sombrero is pastor of 
Trinity United Methodist Church in Yuma, 
Ariz. The Rev. Anne Marshall is the Execu-
tive Director of the Native American Indian 
Caucus of The United Methodist Church.

cause they know how to use both sides of 
themselves and the Diné people look to 
them for guidance. 

The straight people need to learn how to 
use the both sides of themselves so we may 
be in harmony and balance, then we can 
Walk in Beauty.

 The Creator created us all and every-
thing around us. For us to be close to the 
Creator is to learn how to be in balance and 
harmony within ourselves. 

When we deny ourselves and deny 
God’s creation, then we are far from God. 
Throughout the scriptures we are always 
told by the prophets, Jesus, and the Apos-
tles, to be close to God, to find our ways in 
God. When we find balance within our-
selves then we are “Walking in Beauty.” 

May we truly listen to the Spirit and find 
ourselves in balance so we may walk in 
beauty like our brothers and sisters who are 
gay and lesbian.

 I am not asking you all to think like 
Diné people but I am asking you to not 
deny God. Honor God by honoring God’s 
creation, and loving your neighbors and 
God loves you.

WALK IN BEAUTY!

A delegate picks up a stone in the 
center aisle during an April 27 “Act 
of Repentance toward Healing Rela-
tionships with Indigenous Peoples” at 
General Conference in Tampa, Fla. A 
UMNS photo by Paul Jeffrey.
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I am the un-named woman in petition 
20635-GC – ¶ 1314-G.

I was walking down the street on Janu-
ary 27, 2012 when I learned of that the right 
wing had sent a petition to General Confer-
ence calling for restrictions to be placed on 
Deaconesses and Home Missioners serving 
in The United Methodist Church. 

John Lomperis, author of the petition, 
asks the General Conference to restrict 
Deaconesses and Home Missioners from 
serving in appointments that are “incom-
patible with the doctrinal standards or 
social principles of The United Methodist 
Church.” 

He names my appointment with RMN 
and states that “such embarrassing institu-
tional hypocrisy shrinks The United Meth-
odist Church.”

When I first read the petition I felt a rush 
of emotions. Initially I felt like a fierce activ-
ist. How many people have their ministry 
named in a General Conference petition? 

As the news spread, I received congratu-
latory e-mails, phone calls, and Facebook 
posts from friends who saw this as a badge 
of honor. 

As the possible implications of the peti-
tion began to sink in, I experienced a deep 
sadness and outrage which was also mir-
rored by many friends and members of my 
Deaconess/Home Missioner and Home 
Missionary community. 

The work and ministry I engage in daily 
as the Associate Executive Director of Rec-
onciling Ministries Network is an embodi-

A Personal Side to a Petition
by Rachel Harvey

ment of my call.
I still feel a mash-up of emotions, but 

two seem to have risen as we approached 
General Conference — love and confusion.

Re-reading the petition calling for re-
strictions on Deaconesses and Home Mis-
sioners, I am concerned that the author 
didn’t read the paragraph he’s asking the 
General Conference delegates to alter and/
or has never met a Deaconess or Home 
Missioner. 

In paragraph 1314.1 of the Book of Dis-
cipline, Deaconesses and Home Missioners 
are given a mandate as followers of Jesus 
Christ to:
• alleviate suffering;
• eradicate causes of injustice and all 

that robs life of dignity and worth;
• facilitate the development of full hu-

man potential;
• share in building global community 

through the church universal.
For 124 years, Deaconesses (and, more 

recently in our history, Home Mission-
ers) have served in cutting-edge ministries 
with communities and in places the church 
would not, was afraid to, or didn’t think it 
needed to go. 

For 124 years, the Deaconess and Home 
Missioner community has covenanted 
to live out these mandates, causing not a 
shrinking but an unmeasurable expansion 
of the ministries of Jesus. 

For 124 years, the Deaconess and Home 
Missioner community has called the 
church to be more than an institution or 

set of standards on paper. I step into a long 
line of people calling the church to embody 
God’s love in the church and world.

I love being a Deaconess. This deep love 
for my church and community calls me not 
to cling to an institution but to stand in 
solidarity with those calling for The United 
Methodist Church to boldly and propheti-
cally follow the gospel of Jesus, who taught 
us to love our neighbor as ourselves. 

What some might call an embarrassing 
stepping out of line with our church stan-
dards, I know, like Jesus and thousands 
of Deaconesses and Home Missioners, is 
dancing to the long line of music that’s been 
calling for justice and peace for all God’s 
children.

One day the dissident cords of injustice 
against my lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender sisters and brothers will end, and 
like so many Deaconesses before me I will 
have been proud to serve with them along 
the journey.

“I serve neither for gratitude nor reward 
but from gratitude and love; my reward is 
that I may serve.” --Deaconess and Home 
Missioner motto.

Rachel Harvey is Associate Executive Direc-
tor of the Reconciling Ministries Network, a 
United Methodist Deaconess appointed to 
serve the agency. She has worked as a mis-
sion specialist with youth and young adults, 
and as a US-2 in South Dakota.

Even though I’m an optimist by nature, 
I was scared to death for my daughter An-
drea twice in her life. 

Once when she had spinal meningitis 
and once, she came out to us. The illness 
was cured by good medicine, doctors in 
white lab coats, and a smothering of paren-
tal love.

But when we faced homosexuality, 
where was the good theology? Where were 
the spiritual leaders? At first, I told her it 
was a sin, she remembers how those words 
felt. But I took those words back quickly. 

I was her papa. I had driven her to Sun-
day School and church, youth group, con-
ference council of youth ministries, Lake-
side Institute, and I had faithfully kept stats 
and cheered her on (GO, Andrea!) in a zil-
lion track and cross country meets! 

I knew she was a GOOD girl. I knew 
she did not choose evil. My love as a father 
trumped the bad theology I grew up with. 
I left it to Joy to read theology and look for 
support—and she did.  We’ve got the li-
brary to prove it!

I was just always there for my sweetie. I 
did fear for her though. What would people 
think of her?

Would she be safe?  Someone told us, 
gay guys are beaten up; lesbians are raped.  
Why would we tell anyone? In college she 
had a sign taped to her wall which read, 
DON’T LET THE PEOPLE WHO DWELL 
IN FEAR AND HATE GOVERN HOW 
YOU LIVE. 

She was braver than we were. We began 
to realize, silence was not love.

We began knowing more and more gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgender people—
and not to make them welcome, well, was 
like living in medieval times.

We have trouble worshipping in many 
church services because the silence on this 
issue makes our minds scream the word 
hypocrite and puts up this huge block. 

We understand why people join other 
open denominations - where many of our 
best United Methodists are! 

If it weren’t for Reconciling Ministries, 
other progressive organizations and con-
gregations that welcome generously and 
equally, we couldn’t continue to be United 
Methodists. 

In those congregations, it’s like being 
able to breathe again and feel God’s good-
ness again.

So today at General Conference, I am 
here to continue the love to change the 
church to be totally inclusive!

“I Was 
Her Papa”
by Bill Watts

Bill Watts is a Parents Reconciling Network 
dad from the East Ohio Conference.

“It is difficult to know how to share 
my story of love without sounding too 
churchy,” said the Rev. Amy DeLong, a 
Wisconsin clergy person serving in exten-
sion ministry. DeLong was convicted by a 
church court of conducting a holy union 
service for two women, but acquitted on 
the charge of being an “avowed, practicing 

homosexual” because she would not con-
firm “practicing.”

“The truth is,” she writes in a statement 
on her web site, “my story does start in 
church.” She says she was “in love with The 
United Methodist Church.” 

She had begun attending a UM church 
in college, resonating deeply with the un-
derstanding of grace, the open communion 
table, and “four-fold focus on Scripture, 
tradition, reason, and experience.” 

She loved the commitment to theologi-
cal openness and social justice inspired by 
Wesley, and his “devotion to the poor and 

Outsdie the plenary session of the 2012 
United Methodist General Confererence in 
Tampa, Florida, the Rev. Amy DeLong holds 
chains in her hand as she and others who 
support the full inclusion of gays and lesbi-
ans in the life of the church hold a slient vigil 
as delegates and visitors leave an April 26 
session. A UMNS photo by Paul Jeffery.

Love In Conflict--And On Trial
by Ben Roe

the outcast and his willingness to preach 
the Gospel in all the wrong places to all the 
wrong people.”

A Bible study was critical in her love 
story: she began to feel a call to ordained 
ministry and she “fell in love with Val,” a 
classmate.

The relationship, she says, “grew into the 
most beautiful, tender, mutually supportive 
connection I’d ever known.”

She wanted the world to know, but be-
cause of the ban on gay clergy, it stayed se-
cret.

The two loves were “inseparable: one 
sprang from the other. Both were life-giv-
ing and sustaining, gounded in a deep sense 
of faithfulness and loyalty.” 

Giving up either would have meant giv-
ing up on the Spirit.

“Our relationship was filled with won-
der, excitement, and joy,” she says, “but also 
with fear: a profound and paralyzing dread” 
of discovery.

Gradually, the fear faded and they began 
the process of “coming out,” first to close 
friends, then at seminary.

“By the time I was ordained,” she writes, 
“many of my colleagues and supervisors 
knew I was gay and had met Val.”

While they experienced authenticity in 
their “precious” relationship, the energy to 
discern “friend or foe” was significant. And 
once out to someone, there was always the 
chance of being exposed and of Amy losing 
her clergy credentials.

The cost of this included distancing from 
parishioners and colleagues, and the loss of 
authenticity when asked about “the most 
important thing in your life.” 

The duplicity set up by the church meant 
that her life was divided: “The church was 
glad to use my gifts, my talents, my time...
as long as I kept one foot and all my mouth 
in the closet.”

While she had always known “that my 
sexual orientation and my love for Val were 
gifts from God,” gradually she came to see 

that “if there was any shame to be placed, it 
was on the church for requiring me to deny 
my true self and to lie to preserve my job.”

One night, she remembers, she realized 
that her love for Val could no longer be hid-
den. So she regained her authenticity and 
integrity. When she was asked to perform 
a holy union service for two women, she 
agreed.

She was charged with performing a holy 
union and with being a “self-avowed, prac-
ticing homosexual.” Since she would not 
answer questions about her private sexual 
behavior, she was not convicted of the latter 
charge.

Amy recognizes now how far she has 
come from the conflict between her loves, 
and from the conflict between her job and 
her integrity.

Ben Roe is the managing editor of Love 
Your Neighbor News.

Support the Coalition 
with your gi�  today!

Online via credit card at http://gc12.org/donate/• 
In Person via credit card or check to Reconciling Ministries Network at the Love Your • 
Neighbor o�  ce at the Howard Johnson Hotel (111 W Fortune St, 14th Floor, Tampa, 
FL 33602).
Post Mail via check to Reconciling Ministries Network (3801 N Keeler Ave Fl 3, • 
Chicago, IL 60641).

Note: Reconciling Ministries Network is serving as the � scal agent of the Coalition. 

More than ever before, the Coalition needs 
your support to inspire our United Methodist 
Church to become more grace-� lled, just, and 
loving toward all of God’s peoples. � ere are 
many ways you can give, including:
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love makes a family

I’ve come to see and understand God as an artist and creator with a magnificent palette. God didn’t create one kind of tree or one kind of 
flower, so why would we think that God would create only one kind of person? All of God’s creation is good.

All of us need to trust God to do God’s work of creating God’s own children. Our job is to take care of and love each other. 
As a gay man and a Presbyterian minister, my sinfulness is not in being gay or in falling in love with a man, my sinfulness would be if I 

withheld mercy from other people.

When Jesus was asked what was the most important law for teaching, he said, “We are to love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and 
strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves.” Then he said “Everyone is neighbor.” This is the most important commandment for us as 
Christians, and it’s the bottom line of what it means to be a moral person in the world today. If we are not loving all of our neighbors then 

we are not fully loving God. First and foremost, we are all God’s children. No exceptions.

We need to trust each other to work out our own salvation, our faith journeys, our intimate lives, and how we create family. If we trust each 
other in these things, we’ll learn how to get along as I believe God intends. What I know is that God’s extravagant love, grace, and mercy 
is for all persons. I hope that the experience of God’s love and grace will make all of us more loving and grace-filled people. When we hold 

onto a particular prejudice such as racism, sexism, or homophobia, we are not free and we limit God’s work in our lives. 

—Rev. Michael Adee


