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“Historically, the treatment of in-
digenous people by Chrisian 

churches - including Methodists has been 
good, bad and ugly.” So begins The Unit-
ed Methodist News Service story titled: 
“GC 2012 to include call to repentance.”

The service today at General Confer-
ence; “Act of Repentance for Indigenous 
People,” could be the most important event 
taking place at the 2012 General Confer-
ence. Sadly, we in the Church, continue to 
engage in acts of commission and omission 
today, that will call for yet more Services of 
Repentance in the future. As General Con-
ference takes seriously the implications of 
this service, hopefully it will take seriously 
these words in the resolution submitted 
by the General Commission on Chris-
tian Unity and Interreligous Concerns:

 
“WHEREAS, a call to repentance is 

followed by confession, and confession is 
followed by a call for a change for the bet-
ter as a result of remorse or contrition for 
one’s sins,....”

It reminds me of that much quoted 
statement against war and the death pen-
alty, “Why do we keep on killing people 
to prove that killing people is wrong?” 

A paraphrase of that in response to the 
consistency of United Methodists hav-

Repentance, Repentance, 
Repentance!
by Gil Caldwell

ing Repentance Services for our “bad 
and ugly” treatment of groups of persons 
might be: “Why do we create one repen-
tance services after another and even ask 
the next generation to repent of our sins, 
without trying to change--without follow-
ing Wesley’s admonition, ‘Do no harm’.”

Do no harm! Dare to confront and 
transform our use of scripture out 
of context as a way to justify our ac-
tions that make repentance necessary. 

Native peoples were labeled as idolaters 
and heathens worthy of death based on 
the Bible. Paul’s words in First Corinthi-
ans were used to claim that women should 
be silent in the church. Yet, both Paul and 
John Wesley partnered with women who 
were vital to spreading the Good News. 

Do no harm! How many “bad and 
ugly” acts does it take for this denomi-

REPENTANCE, continued on page 6

COMMENTARY: 
Act of Repentance 
of The United 
Methodist Church
by Thom White Wolf Fassett

Those of us who come from Native 
American communities in the Unit-

ed States are well aware of the general invis-
ibility of Native people in the life of our na-
tion. One might argue that with a population 
of fewer than 10 million it is difficult for Na-
tive people to have a noticeable presence in 
numbers that would command “air-time” as 
citizens or participants in the body politic. 

While some Americans have a warm 
and sometimes romantic feeling about 
Native Americans and their wisdom sto-
ries or what they know of their spiritu-
ality or their artistic accomplishments, 
most have little knowledge of Native 
history or the struggles currently faced 
by Native people to stave off disease, 
hunger, unemployment, and poverty.

In fact, large numbers of Americans still 
believe that Native peoples have long van-
ished. That perception continues to be re-
inforced as our education systems neglect 
teaching about the role of America’s first 
people in the history of the United States.

Fortunately, in recent years, The Unit-
ed Methodist Church has been doing 
its homework regarding Native Ameri-
cans and worldwide indigenous peoples. 
Schools of Mission have raised conscious-
ness around critical issues. Studies have 
been written commanding attention to 
justice issues. General Conference legisla-
tion along with resolutions related to the 
survival of Native Americans have been 
adopted and incorporated into our Book 
of Discipline and Book of Resolutions. 
Attempts have also been made by the 

COMMENTARY, continued on page 3

Rev.Gil Caldwell. Photo courtesy UMNS.

Retired bishops and African-
American church leaders 

joined together to call for full inclu-
sion in The United Methodist Church. 

Months before General Confer-
ence, 36 bishops signed a statement urg-
ing delegates to drop the prohibitions 

against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender (LGBT) United Methodists.  

Bishops Sharon Zimmerman Rader and 
Don Ott spoke out at a press conference and 

presentation at the United Methodist Church 
General Conference gathering in Tampa on 
behalf of the bishops who signed the state-
ments, sharing their own personal desires 
for a church that loves and embraces all. 

“Hanging on to the current language 
impedes the making of disciples in this 

day and age,” Ott said of the formal poli-
cies that exclude LGBT United Methodists. 

Bishop Rader offered a bold vision that 
called for inclusion. “I want to join Jesus in 

praying the doors of The United Methodist 
Church will be opened and rules and prohi-
bitions will be cast away.  Jesus loves all the 
children; and his love can set the church free.”

Two prominent African-Ameri-
can United Methodist theologians, Dr. 
Cheryl Anderson and the Rev. Dr. Pa-
mela Lightsey, added their support to 
the voices of the bishops. The two theo-
logians represented Black Methodists 
for Church Renewal, which supported 
the document signed by the 36 bishops. 

Anderson spoke of her role as 
an Old Testament scholar at Gar-
rett Theological Seminary. 

“I preach the Bible, I teach the Bible.  At the 
same time, I am an African American wom-
an and I know how that very same Bible has 
been used to hurt people who look like me.”

She advocated for using scripture to build 
up community. “In each issue, there is al-
ways the letter of the law that is lifted up.  But 
what we encourage is the Spirit of the law.”

“I’ve been nurtured by the church in my 

Bishops and African-American Church 
Leaders Urge Removal of Ban on Gay Clergy

Bishop Donald Ott.  Photo by David Braden. Bishop Sharon Zimmerman Rader.  Photo by 
David Braden.

REMOVAL, continued on page 6
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Have you gone the extra mile for the Love Your Neighbor Coalition? Whether it is 
church restructuring, immigration, repentance, inclusion, racial justice, gender 

justice, or guaranteed appointment, the Coalition is providing a platform for progressive 
voices. More than ever before, the Love Your Neighbor Common Witness Coalition needs 
your support to inspire our United Methodist Churches and members to become more 
grace-filled, just, and loving toward all of God’s peoples.

Visit gc12.org/donate/ to help.

As you know, expenses expand and we are doing more at this General Conference than 
during any previous General Conference to get our messages to the delegates and to the 
larger world. 
• The Daily “Love Your Neighbor News” newspapers is being handed to every delegate 
every day. 
• Web-broadcast videos help tell our stories.
• YouTube videos have already reached 15,000 United Methodists through Facebook and
our Twitter campaign is expanding as we speak.
 
Take it to a new level! Challenge yourself!

Did you know:
• $100 will reach 1,000 United Methodists on Facebook with the message of inclusion.
• $500 will reach thousands through a live stream of the Coalition Worship where Dr. 

James Cone will speak on “The Cross & the Lynching Tree.”
• $1,000 will reach every General Conference delegate with a chart of the MFSA alter-

native plan to restructure the entire United Methodist Church in a way that respects 
the participation of women, Central Conferences and people of color.

• $2,000 will amplify the voices of Native Americans and youth and young adults as 
they challenge the church through the Neighbor News.

• $3,000 will pay for a full-time interpreter for French or Portuguese speaking delegates 
to hear the messages of inclusion in a new way.

• $5,000 makes it possible to give every delegate a copy of Voices of Faith: Africa.
• $10,000 makes it possible to invest in our future and invite others to join us. We are 

building bridges from now until the next General Conference to move the church 
toward a deeper understanding of what it means to Love Your Neighbor.

 
Reconciling Ministries Network is serving as the fiscal agent of the Coalition. There are 
many ways you can give, including:
• Online via credit card at http://gc12.org/donate/
• In-person via credit card or check to Reconciling Ministries Network at the Love Your 

Neighbor office at the Howard Johnson Hotel (111 W Fortune St, 14th Floor, Tampa, 
FL 33602)

• Post Mail via check to Reconciling Ministries Network (3801 N Keeler Ave Fl 3, Chi-
cago, IL 60641). 

Without your support, the Love Your Neighbor Coalition could not accomplish any of 
this justice-seeking work. Thank you for your consideration and support of a just and 
fully-inclusive United Methodist Church.

Support the Coalition

The Love Your Neighbor Common Witness Coalition is
producing a series of daily videos that help share the

stories of General Conference 2012. 
Visit www.generalconference2012.org/videos.html to see 
news, inspiration, and more. In addition, volunteers are 
needed to assist the Coalition video team. If interested,

contact Ann Craig at craignewyork@gmail.com.

Common Witness Videos Available

Friday, April 27

• Love Your Neighbor Lunch Speaker 
Series
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 12:00 p.m.
Speaker: Lorenza Andrade Smith
The Rev. Lorenza Andrade-Smith speaking 
on immigration. Andrade-Smith has sold 
her house, her car and most of her posses-
sion, taken a vow of poverty, and dedicated 
herself to learn to live on the streets for 
three years to understand the plight of the 
homeless and the needy. She has done all 
this with the goal of better serving her new 
appointment, which is to lead a ministry 
with the poor and marginalized. 
Lunch is provided with locally sourced 
food and compostable eating utensils 
to minimize our ecological footprint. 
Leftovers are donated to local ministries 
recommended by Hyde Park UMC.

• NAFAUM Dinner (first of two eve-
nings)
Dinner and hospitality provided for GC 
delegates by the 
National Association of Filipino-American 
United Methodists
Location: Hyde Park UMC, 500 West Platt 
St, Tampa
Time: during the evening dinner break, 
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.
A relaxed gathering for fellowship;  pos-
sible caucus meeting

• Daily Communion is provided by Af-
firmation 
Location: The Tabernacle

Time: 5:15 - 5:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 28

40th Anniversary of “incompatibility 
language” in the Book of Discipline of the 
United Methodist Church

Please note: breakfast and lunch will be of-
fered in The Tabernacle on Saturday.

• MFSA Reception “Out of the Wilder-
ness”
Location: Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel 
Ballroom
Time: 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Appreciation for volunteers, leaders, and 
all justice seekers attending General Con-
ference. Light refreshments, gifts, fun and 
surprises.
111 W. Fortune St., Tampa

• Daily Communion is provided by Af-
firmation 
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 5:15 - 5:30 p.m.

• NFAAUM Dinner (second of two eve-
nings)
Dinner and hospitality provided for GC 
delegates by the National Association of 
Filipino-American United Methodists 
Location: Hyde Park UMC, 500 West Platt 
St, Tampa
Time: during the evening dinner break, 
5:00 - 7:30 p.m.
A relaxed gathering for fellowship;  pos-
sible caucus meeting

Sunday, April 29

• Love Prevails: Amy DeLong Preaching
Location: Lakewood United Methodist 
Church 
A Reconciling Congregation
Time: 10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
5995 Dr Martin Luther King St S
Saint Petersburg FL, 33705
Phone: (727) 867-2556

• GCOSROW Service
Location: Convention Center Ballroom B
Time: 10:00 am - 12:00 p.m.

• Coalition Worship: For the Love of 
God and Neighbor
Location: Ferguson Theater, Straz Center 
for the Performing Arts
1010 N. Macinnes Place, Tampa
Time: 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. (See article, p. 5 of 
this issue)

Preaching: Rev Dr. James Cone, 
author of “The Cross and the Lynching 
Tree.”

• Love Your Neighbor Ice Cream Social
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

• RMN Dance Rehearsal for all ages and 
abilities
Led by MOSAIC; all coalition members 
and friends welcome!
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 4:30 - 5:15 p.m,.

• Africana Dinner, Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal
BMCR honors and celebrates the African 
delegates, 
African bishops and their spouses, and 
other African church leaders.
Location: Hyatt Regency
Time: 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. (Sold out.)
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Papal Bulls of the 15th century 
gave Christian explorers the 

right to claim lands they “discovered” 
and lay claim to those lands for their 
Christian Monarchs. Any land that was 
not inhabited by Christians was avail-
able to be “discovered,” claimed, and ex-
ploited. If the “pagan” inhabitants could 
be converted, they might be spared. If 
not, they could be enslaved or killed. 

The Discovery Doctrine is a con-
cept of public international law ex-
pounded by the United States Supreme 
Court in a series of decisions, ini-
tially in Johnson v. M’Intosh in 1823. 

The doctrine was Chief Justice John 
Marshall’s explanation of the way in 
which colonial powers laid claim to 
newly discovered lands during the 
Age of Discovery. Under it, title to 
newly discovered lands lay with the 
government whose subjects discov-
ered new territory. The doctrine has 
been primarily used to support deci-
sions invalidating or ignoring aborigi-
nal possession of land in favor of co-
lonial or post-colonial governments.

John Marshall, who is most cred-
ited with describing the doctrine, did 
not voice wholehearted support of the 
doctrine even while using it to justify 
judicial decisions. He pointed to the 
doctrine as simple fact, looking at the 
possession-takings which had been 
supported by it as things which had 
occurred and had to be recognized. 

The supposedly inferior charac-
ter of native cultures was a reason 
for the doctrine having been used, 
but whether or not that was justi-
fied was not relevant for Marshall.

This Doctrine governs United 
States Indian Law today and has 
been cited as recently as 2005 in the 
decision City Of Sherrill V. Onei-
da Indian Nation Of New York.

Doctrine of
Discovery: 
Why It Is
Important

The resolution, below, was presented by 
Anne Marshall, chair of the Native Ameri-
can International Caucus. It is petition 
#20831, found in the Advance Daily Chris-
tian Advocate, p. 1188. We urge your sup-
port.

RATIONALE: To bring attention to and to 
educate The United Methodist Church on 
the damaging results and further implica-
tions of the Doctrine of Discovery and 
its effects on Indigenous Peoples world 
wide. For The United Methodist Church 
to repent for past sins it needs to be aware 
of this ancient doctrine that continues to 
guide legal decisions that affects the gov-
ernment to government relationships.

DOCTRINE OF DISCOVERY
Whereas, in 2007 the United Nations 
passed the “Declaration of Indigenous 
Peoples” which called into question the va-
lidity of the Christian Doctrine of Discov-
ery, which for centuries served as “legal” 
rationale for stealing land and dehuman-
izing aboriginal peoples, as well as justifi-
cation for the establishment of boarding 
schools throughout North America to 
“civilize” Indian children; and

Whereas, in 2009 President Obama 
pledged to the Native people the United 
State’s support of the “Declaration of In-
digenous Peoples”; and

Whereas, “The Declaration of Indigenous 
Peoples” seeks to right the historical 
wrongs through the use of the Papal Bull 

‘Doctrine of Discovery’ Legislation
Proposed by NAIC

of The Roman Catholic Church which are 
official decrees by the Pope sanctioning the
seizing of indigenous lands worldwide; 
and

Whereas, in 1452 the Papal Bull Roma-
nus Pontifix, declaring war against all 
nonChristians throughout the world and 
sanctioning and promoting the conquest, 
colonization and exploitation of non-
Christian nations and their territories; and

Whereas, in 1453 Spain was given rights 

of conquest and dominion over one side of 
the globe and Portugal the other; and

Whereas, in 1823 the Christian Doctrine 
of Discovery was adopted into law by the 
U. S. Supreme Court (Johnson V. McIn-
tosh). Chief Justice Marshall observed that 
Christian European nations had assumed 
dominion over the lands of America-upon 

discovery-Indians had lost their rights to 
complete sovereignty as independent na-
tions and retained a mere right of occu-
pancy in their lands.

Therefore be it resolved, all levels of The 
United Methodist Church is called to con-
demn the Doctrine
of Discovery as a legal document and basis 
for the seizing of native lands and abuses 
of human rights of Indigenous Peoples; 
and

Be it further resolved, that the United 
Methodist Church will work toward 
eliminating the Doctrine of Discovery as a 
means to subjugate Indigenous peoples of 
property and land.

it make to the Native American tribes, 
communities and families who still suf-
fer historic trauma that is as real and 
fresh to them as this morning’s coffee? 

church to recognize its role in the painful 
and destructive history of Native Ameri-
cans resulting in their present condition.

However, in all of this there has been 
no apology that has powerfully and ef-
fectively entered the consciousness of the 
United Methodist Church. There has been 
no repentance prompting the church to 
change its relationship with Native people 
and become partners in healing the de-
structive forces of history. There has been 
little acknowledgement of the church’s 
complicity in the historic physical and 
cultural extermination policies of the 
United States directed at its first people. 

The Act of Repentance sched-
uled for today during General Confer-
ence was created to change  all of this. 

Some members in the Native Unit-
ed Methodist communities believe 
the act is premature. They believe the 
church has not sufficiently prepared it-
self to understand the profound nature 
of this act, nor has it planned programs 
and actions that would carry it out. 

Others who love the church are 
skeptical. Too many promises have 
been made that never materialized.

Once the Act of Repentance ser-
vice is over, what happens when every-
body goes home? What difference will 

The Rev. Thom White Wolf Fassett visits the Sand Creek Massacre site. A UMNS Photo by 
Ginny Underwood.

How will the high expectations of repen-
tance, forgiveness, and atonement rest upon 
the shoulders of a great church that finds 
itself in the middle of restless change itself? 
And what impact will all of this have on oth-
er indigenous peoples around the earth in 
Asian, African, and Nordic nations who also 
have also been the inheritors of this history?

The Act of Repentance not only ad-
dresses the communities and tribal nations 
of Native Americans in the United States. 
It encompasses the indigenous communi-
ties and tribal/nation entities of the various 
countries around the world where The Unit-
ed Methodist Church has spread its blanket. 

Taken together, the similarities are real 
and palpable. They reflect issues of self-de-
termination, sovereignty, cultural integrity, 
and how Native and indigenous peoples em-
brace The United Methodist Church as truth 
carriers of the Good News, declaring the
Gospel of Jesus Christ with no other al-
legiances.

Thom White Wolf Fassett is a member of 
the Seneca Nation and General Secretary 
Emeritus of the United Methodist General 
Board Of Church and Society. He has also 
served as a chair of the 2012 Act of Repen-
tance General Secretary’s Advisory Council 
of the General Commission on Christian 
Unity and Interreligious Concerns

COMMENTARY, continued from page 1

L to R: Marcus Briggs-Cloud and his uncle, Charles Billie-Hires, tell the story of Native Americans of Florida at the opening worship of General 
Conference.  A UMNS photo by John C. Goodwin.
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Jim Beck, a United Methodist layper-
son and commercial banker from 

Cincinnati, Ohio, is as unlikely an activist 
as you could expect to meet. I met Jim in 
2009 when his pastor asked him to serve 
on a West Ohio Conference task force I 
was helping to chair. Our job was to in-
vestigate whether the conference’s stock 
holdings should be withdrawn from com-
panies like Caterpillar, which manufac-
tures bulldozers sold to the Israeli military. 

Thousands of Palestinian homes and 
farms have been demolished by these 
weaponized bulldozers to make way for 
new Israeli-only settlements. Jim agreed 
to join the task force, but made it clear 
he had to be convinced on two fronts: as 
a responsible banker he generally frowns 
on economic activism of any kind; as a 
self-described conservative evangelical he 
did not relish the idea of opposing Israel.

Even so, he chose to test his convictions. 
In February 2010 ,he accompanied 12 lead-
ers from several Christian denominations 
on an investigative tour of the West Bank.

“Very early into the trip I was perceived 
to be the most conservative of our group,” 
Jim says of his visit to the Holy Land, “and 
I personally agreed with our government’s 
support of Israel, both its right to exist and 
the importance of security to that continued 
existence. Even after the trip, I can still say 
that I am supportive of Israel and our coun-
try’s involvement in assuring its security.”

David Wildman, on staff at the Gener-
al Board of Global Ministries, was one of 
the organizers of the trip, and agrees Jim 
urged the group to view the situation from 
as many angles as possible. Jim pushed for 
meeting with an Israeli settler who lives 
on occupied Palestinian land to get an al-
ternative point of view. This was arranged. 

He also wanted assurances that church 
executives had engaged in good faith 
negotiation with any companies tar-
geted for divestment. Evidence was 
given of many meetings, letters and 
shareholder resolutions over the years. 

A great turning point came when Jim 
met Daoud Nassar, a Palestinian Chris-
tian whose family has been persecuted, 
orchards destroyed, and buildings de-
molished even as he and others have 
tried to bring Israelis and Palestinians 
together through personal diplomacy. 

The Nassars are among 2,500 Palestinian 
Christians who have signed the Kairos Pal-
estine Document, calling on global church-
es to take action toward ending the occu-
pation of their land. After meeting other 
Palestinian Christians, seeing how they live 
and hearing their testimonies, Jim had this to 
say to his annual conference in June of 2010: 

“I now believe we must draw the line if 
our support overlooks serious human rights 
violations. In my opinion, Israel has already 
crossed that line in the form of home demo-
litions, illegal settlement activity, and in-
humane checkpoints throughout the West 
Bank, all of which we witnessed firsthand, 
beyond what the average tourist might see.”

Jim believes he is now only do-
ing what his brothers and sis-
ters in Christ have asked him to do: 

“While I am considered a social and po-
litical conservative, my hope is that I am 
first considered a Christian. I do not see 
the Israel-Palestine conflict as a conserva-
tive versus liberal issue, but rather as a hu-
manitarian issue. As United Methodists, we 
must seriously consider whether we want 
to continue being invested in companies 
that are complicit in and profit from Is-
rael’s illegal occupation of the West Bank.” 

In October of 2010 Jim, the Rev. Doug 
Johns (chair of the West Ohio Board of Pen-
sions and Health Benefits) and I traveled to 
Chicago to meet with United Methodist 
clergy and laity from 10 other conferences. 
Together we helped create “United Meth-
odist Kairos Response,” a grassroots organi-
zation now encouraging the United Meth-
odist Church to divest from Caterpillar, 
Motorola Solutions and Hewlett Packard. 

By July 2011, seven annual confer-
ences had voted to endorse variations on 
the General Board of Church and Soci-
ety resolution entitled, “Aligning Unit-
ed Methodist Church Investments with 
Resolutions on Israel-Palestine.” West 
Ohio was one of three conferences to 
have begun the divestment process, start-
ing with their own funds. New York and 
Northern Illinois have also taken this step. 

It was in March of this year that the 
GBCS submitted its resolution to General 
Conference requesting the United Method-
ist Church divest all general agency funds 

from three companies currently help-
ing to sustain the occupation of the West 
Bank in Palestine, and giving as its rea-
son the need to align the denomination’s 
actual investment practices with long-
held United Methodist positions found 
in the Book of Resolutions. On Oct. 12, 
the General Board of Global Ministries 
likewise voted to endorse the resolution. 

Jim Beck and I disagree on a number 
of key issues facing the church, but on 
this we are together. Palestinian Chris-
tians have asked for our help, and, as Jim 
put it so simply it in his address to the an-
nual conference, “We have an obligation to 
support our brothers and sisters in Christ.”

COMMENTARY:
An Unusual Advocate in the Call for Divestment

The Rev. John Wagner is pastor of Alder-
sgate UMC, Huber Heights, Ohio, and a 
member of the steering committee of United 
Methodist Kairos Response. Its website and 
the General Conference resolution can be 
found at www.kairosresponse.org. This ar-
ticle reprinted by ermission from UMPortal.
com, United Methodist Reporter. 

by John Wagner
Special Contributor

Caterpillar manufactured equipment at work in the West Bank (photo credit:
TheTimesofIsrael.com)

As the General Conference got underway 
this week, members of the United Method-
ist Kairos Response (UMKR) were out in 
force urging delegates to finally make the 
church’s investment policies consistent with 
its longstanding opposition to Israel’s occu-
pation and colonization of Palestinian land, 
and violations of Palestinian human rights.

On Tuesday, UMKR held a press confer-
ence to explain the “Alignment” resolution, 
proposed by the General Board of Church 
and Society, that they have proposed which 
calls on The United Methodist Church 

to divest 
from three 
c omp an i e s 
( C a t e r p i l -
lar, Hewlett-
Packard, and 
M o t o r o l a 
S o l u t i o n s ) 
that profit 
from Israel’s 
o c c u p a -
tion of Pal-

estinian land and attendant 
abuses of Palestinian rights.

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson of Los 
Angeles, who recently returned from 
a trip to the Holy Land, talked about 
the hardships that Palestinians face liv-
ing under occupation, surrounded by 
Jewish-only settlements and the separa-
tion wall that Israel is building illegally 
on Palestinian land inside the West Bank. 

“When we made our visit in November, 
it was truly an eye opener to see the things 
that are happening now and the depth of 
the need,” she said. Swenson, who had pre-

viously opposed the divestment motion, 
added, “I was more committed than ever

to come home and be a part of the Kai-
ros movement, and to add my support to 

divestment 
from Cater-
pillar, and 
H e w l e t t -
Packard, and 
M o t o r o l a 
S olut ions .”

Rev. Alex 
Awad, a 
Palest inian 
C h r i s t i a n 
who lives in 

Jerusalem and teaches at Bethlehem Bible 
College, spoke of the encouragement that 
the UMKR’s divestment motion gives him 
and other Palestinians struggling non-
violently to end Israel’s nearly 45-year-
old occupation of their land. “When 
I look at you, I see a lot of hope,” said

Awad. “Hope for Palestinians, 
hope for America, hope for the Meth-
odist Church, even hope for Israel.”

Sandra Tamari, a Palestinian-Amer-
ican Christian from St. Louis, said, “I 
am thrilled to be working with my new 
Methodist allies in the struggle to uphold 
Christ’s work. I represent the plurality of 
Palestinian voices asking for the world 
community to take up economic mea-
sures that will help us end the status quo.”

The Palestinian Christians and Unit-
ed Methodists were joined by Jewish

supporters such as Rabbi Brant Rosen 
and Israeli Dr. Dalit Baum, who empha-
sized the diversity of opinion within the 

Jewish community regarding Israel’s ac-
tions and ways to end the occupation. 

“We are not a monolithic commu-
nity,” said Rosen. “Engagement has not

managed to shift the oppressive sta-
tus quo on the ground. It’s time to let go 
of our fear. We have nothing to fear from 
our Methodist allies who, like us, are 
working toward a just and lasting peace.”

On Wednesday, hundreds of United 
Methodists representing congregations

from around the world attended a lun-
cheon held by UMKR,featuring speakers 
Daoud Nassar and Baum. Many people 

w e r e 
t u r n e d 
away at 
the door 
due to 
ov e rc a -
p a c i t y .

Rosen 
s a i d 
that it’s 
time to 
let go of 

our fear., adding “we have nothing to fear 
from our Methodist allies who, like us, are 
working toward a just and lasting peace.”

Nassar, a Palestinian Christian and 
founder of a non-profit peace organiza-
tion called Tent of Nations, told a stand-
ing room-only audience about his family’s 
wo-decade-old struggle against the Israeli 
government’s attempts to confiscate their 
family farm near Bethlehem, which his 
grandfather, a Christian evangelist, bought in

1916. 
“We are not allowed to have run-

ning water, electricity, or build-
ing permits,” said Nassar. “This situ-
ation makes life very difficult for us.”

The farm is surrounded by Jewish-only 
settlements, built in violation of interna-
tional law, which are home to militant Is-
raeli settlers who have uprooted hundreds 
of the family’s fruit and olive trees and de-
stroyed the their water cistern, Nassar said. 

Highlighting the difficulties his fam-
ily and many other Palestinians in the oc-
cupied territories face in getting build-
ing permits from Israeli authorities, 
Nassar said they have begun building be-
low ground, in caves on the family’s land.

Nassar expressed his gratitude to 
the UMKR and others, including Israe-
lis, who have taken action to support 
nonviolent Palestinian activists strug-
gling to protect their land and rights.

“Without faith, without love, without 
hope, we cannot do anything,” said Nassar. 
“This is the combination that keeps us going.” 

Baum, a researcher, lecturer and co-
founder of Israel’s Coalition of Women for 
Peace, talked about the severe restrictions 
on movement and other Israeli policies that 
make life difficult for Palestinians living in 
the occupied territories. Detailing the ways 

Divest!  United Methodists Take Action
to Cut Church Ties to Military Occupation
by Christopher Hazou

Christopher Hazou is the Communications 
Manager for IMEU, The Institute for Middle 
East Understanding, http://imeu.net/ 

Alex Awad

Daoud Nassar

Rabbi Brant Rosen

DIVEST, continued on page 6
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Lois McCullen Parr sat down with Dr. 
James Cone recently for some questions and 
answers:

Parr: RMN Executive Director Troy 
Plummer says, “When I read Dr. Cone’s 
passionate words and hear him speak 
of ’‘The Cross and the Lynching Tree,’ I am 
overwhelmed by the voice he gives for the 
5,000 lynched African Americans identi-
fied with a lynched Jesus. And then I also 
see the barbed-wire fence with the body 
of Matthew Shepard, arms stretched out, 
dead because of hate against gay people.”

Dr. Cone: Yes, he’s correct in that judg-
ment – the situation is analogous. The 
cross and the lynching tree can easily 
be applied to LGBT people who are dis-
criminated against, shot at, and killed. Any 
group that is treated as if they have no dig-
nity, no right to live; anytime people take it 
upon themselves to decide the dignity and 
life of another – it’s a crucifixion. I’m writ-
ing for all people who are brutalized and 
hurt for who they are vs. what they did. 
Black people didn’t do anything to justify 
lynching them; they were just being who 
they are, but those who hated them, hated 
them for who they are. It’s the same with 
LGBT people – I’m writing for all people 
who are oppressed and hurt.

Parr: In your interview with Bill Moyers 
as you began work on this memoir, you 
talked about African Americans having 
no trouble loving a loving God, but having 
a harder time loving white people. How 
might you respond to those in our Church 
who’ve been damaged by someone saying, 
“love the sinner, hate the sin?”

Dr. Cone: That’s like saying “I love Black 
people but I don’t want them marrying my 
daughter or sitting next to me.” I want to 
emphasize that love stands at the heart and 
center of our Christian faith. You can’t say 
“I love the sinner and hate the sin” because 
here you are identifying the person as sin. 
When someone says that they are denying 
a person’s right to be, that contradicts the 
love of the Gospel.

For African Americans, we can love white 
people (even though it’s hard) because we 
understand love as connected to justice. 

Love means I have to force you to rec-
ognize me as a human being. It does not 
mean you can do to me anything you 
please. 

Martin Luther King in the Civil Rights 
movement emphasized the distinctions in 
different kinds of love (eros, philia) and 

that loving white people was agape love. 
Agape as a much deeper, more profound 
love that expresses one’s humanity. To love 
a Bull Conner did not mean having to like 
him, but I have to make sure that justice 
is established. The only way I can love not 
only myself but love the one who is trying 
to deny me my right to be a human be-
ing is to establish justice – that’s what love 
looks like in public.

Parr: The Gospel lesson around which our 
Sunday Worship is planned is the lesson 
known as the good Samaritan. How do 
you see the connection between Jesus’ par-
able and the lessons of the cross and the 
lynching tree?

Dr. Cone: The neighbor is always the one 
hurt, the one life in need, the one ex-
cluded. The Samaritan is the most despised 
one. You know, this was one of King’s 
favorite parables: the one who was most 
despised was the one who met the neigh-
bor in need, while the most religious ones 
passed the neighbor by.

The Church has to look at the story and 
see it as a self-critique. The Church must 
be careful about who it excludes, who it 
passes by. The one most likely to be de-
spised is most likely to help those in need. 

The Neighbor can be both the one who 

helps as well as the one in need. What Je-
sus was telling in that story is that whoever 
is in need, that’s who you must be neigh-
bor to. And the one you would expect to 
meet the need is not the one who does it.

Parr: It’s been 40 years since the addition 
of the “incompatibility clause” in The Unit-
ed Methodist Book of Discipline. What do 
you hear in that?

Dr. Cone: The heart of Christian teaching 
is love, not what it says about homosexual-
ity. God is love: if there is anything that is 
central to the Christian Gospel, it is love. 
If there is anything central to what LGBT 
people teach us, it is love – they embody it 
in their own sexuality, in their own being. 
It’s a contradiction that a Church centered 
on love would say this.

Of course the Church made a similar 
claim about slavery, that Christian teach-
ing endorsed slavery. What God gives us, 
expects of us, is to love God with all our 
hearts, soul, and mind – and we must not 
forget the mind! We must be intelligent, 
using the resources of all the disciplines, 
knowledge that is gained in order for us to 
learn how to realize what God intends for 
us to be.

The heart of Christianity is that LGBT 
contribute to us because they place love at 
the center of human relationship. Rather 
than leading to exclusion, we have a lot 
to learn from LGBT people. We have to 
open our hearts because we have a lot to 
teach each other. Like Black people teach 
white people, LGBT people have a lot to 
teach the Christian Church. All those who 
are excluded have something to teach the 
Christian family about love.

NOW is the time for the Church to see 
this, to embrace and not to marginalize; 
to learn and not to exclude. Christians 
have to have the humility to know that 
they don’t have absolute knowledge about 
anything. Think of the missionary zeal that 
wanted to go all over the world and make 
people like us – rather than bring people 
to Jesus, they brought people to their way 
of life. The same is applicable here: they 
want to change LGBT people.

The ones who want to change the ones 
who have been excluded need to change 
themselves. Self-critique would give us 
more humility. We have to learn from each 
other, and LGBT people teach us so much 
about love.

What we want to change is to change 
exclusion to inclusion – we are all God’s 
children, all brothers and sisters.

Parr: You are known for not being silent 
on subjects that make people uncomfort-
able, like the lynching tree. What would 
you say to our global Church that often 
finds conversation about human sexuality 
uncomfortable?

Dr. Cone: There’s a global discomfort 
talking about lots of things, but that’s no 
reason not to talk about them! We have to 
learn how to talk with conviction – not so 
much with absoluteness, to put ourselves 
in the place of God. We have to learn from 
each other. Because homosexuality is re-
jected in Uganda does not mean we should 
not speak about it – we must speak about 
it everywhere, because God’s love calls us 
to speak about it. I will speak about it any-
where, anyplace. It’s like speaking about 
my own identity, no matter where that 
is. There are places where people did not 
want to hear me, but the Gospel demands 
that we speak. 

Keep in mind that Jesus was crucified be-
cause he upset the status quo. The Gospel 
can be scandalous where it is spoken if 
people aren’t open to God’s liberation of 
the people – that is: it’s always scandal-
ous for people not open to God’s libera-

Special Report: Q&A With Dr. James Cone

When James Cone speaks, people 
listen.

And not only because his high-pitched 
voice and his youthful, dimpled appearance 
doesn’t match the anger of the “father of 
Black theology,” but because he is unwilling 
to keep silent on uncomfortable subjects.

Cone’s latest book, “The Cross and the 
Lynching Tree,” is also the title of his sermon 
at Sunday’s Common Witness Coalition 
Noon Worship at the Straz Center in Tampa.

The cross and lynching tree “inter-
pret one another,” Cone said, and people 
of hope and faith know that death does 
not have the last word. “I have to give 
voice to those who did die,” Cone said as 
he began work on his book. That voice 
Sunday will speak to the current injus-
tice faced in the UMC by people who are 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender.

Cone’s lifetime of Christian theology 
seeks to understand how we can make mean-
ing of suffering and injustice, and affirms that 
God’s power transcends the human power 
that dehumanizes and leads to death; God’s 
power is what gives hope to people of faith. 

Cone, who is the Charles Augustus 
Briggs Distinguished Professor of Sys-
tematic Theology at Union Theological 
Seminary in New York City, writes in “A 
Black Theology of Liberation” that, “libera-

Coalition Worship: Faithful Christians Gather to Keep Hope Alive

tion is the very essence of divine activity.
“You can’t overcome something if 

you don’t acknowledge its presence,” 
Cone said. Acknowledging the pain and 
discrimination LGBT people have ex-
perienced for the last 40 years also be-
comes the path to transcend its pain. 

“God made us all as brothers and sis-
ters,” Cone said recently in a CNN story. 
“I’m mad when people don’t treat others as 
brothers and sisters. I’m concerned about 
the suffering of all people, not just black 
people. If anybody is being treated un-
justly, I’m with them.”

Cone will be 
with us as Sunday’s 
preacher in a Wor-
ship service coordi-
nated by Rev. Delyn 
Celec, who serves as 
a Campus Minister 
at UMC’s Shenan-
doah University in 
Virginia. Celec was 
ordained last fall by 
the Church Within 
A Church (CWAC) 
movement (www.
churchwithinachurch.org), when her UMC 
ordination process was ended by the de-
nomination after she married Sarah Celec.

“I’m excited and honored to be asked 
to lead worship as we sojourn in this 
quest for equality,” says Celec, who says 
The United Methodist Church is the place 
where she was “called, educated, and spiri-
tually formed – and I’m grateful for that.” 

A denominational worship leader at the 

by Lois McCullen Parr

2008 General Conference, Celec’s ordina-
tion with CWAC removes her officially from 
UMC membership. But “RMN saved my 
life,” she reports as she describes the Wor-
ship that is based on the “extravagant story 
of love” known as “the Good Samaritan.”

Celec explains 
a worship order 
framed by that fa-
miliar story, a ser-
vice designed by Rev. 
Tanya Linn Bennett, 
University Chaplain, 
Lecturer in Worship, 
Urban and Youth 
Ministries. Celec 
says she’s inspired by 
Bennett, her mentor 
and former teach-
er, who has written 
a liturgy for Holy 

Communion based on Luke’s ver-
sion of the “love your neighbor” story.

Bennett’s liturgy asks, “Who is our neigh-
bor? Who deserves our love, our mercy, our 
attention, our welcome, our justice-mak-
ing?” as those gathered Sunday will pre-
pare to receive the bread and cup. “This is 
the table where we open ourselves to God’s 

Rev. Dr. James Cone will be preaching Sun-
day, April 29 during the Common Witness 
Coalition’s “For the Love of God and Neigh-
bor” worship service. CONE, continued on page 6

For the Love of God and Neighbor

Coalition Worship at Noon
Sunday, April 29

Straz Center for the Performing Arts,
1010 N. Macinnes Place

Preacher: Rev. Dr. James Cone, author 
“The Cross and the Lynching Tree”

Service streaming live
at www.gc12.org

“Black people didn’t do anything to 
justify lynching them; they were just 
being who they are, but those who 
hated them, hated them for who they 
are. It’s the same with LGBT people.” 
-James Cone

“If there is anything central to what 

LGBT people teach us, it is love – they 

embody it in their own sexuality, in 

their own being.” - James Cone

CONE Q & A, continued on page 6
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nation to stop proof-texting prejudice 
and taking Scripture was out of context?

Our United Methodist history is replete 
with illustrations of using Scripture to en-
dorse genocide of native peoples, slavery, 
racial segregation, prohibitions against 
the ordination of women, against divorced 
clergy, and the use of alcohol, only to later 
rescind those prohibitions and/or discuss 
them in a footnote in the Book of Discipline. 

Today, there are among us persons 
who believe that The United Methodist 
Church would “sell its soul” and disappear 
if we engaged in the simple act of saying 
officially what the world already knows: 
Same gender loving persons were cre-
ated by God and walk among all peoples.

We forget that once there were Meth-
odists who believed that we would sell 
our soul if we declared slavery wrong, 
eliminated racial segregation, and or-
dained women. They were wrong!

My prayer from afar is that the “Act of 
Repentance for Indigenous People” ser-
vice today will be a Pentecost Service!

If the delegates present remember 
those sad moments in the past when 
the Good News of the Gospel was dis-
torted through the treatment of Native 
Americans and indigenous people, that 
may well serve to shape the decisions 
they make in 2012. Our General Confer-
ences must cease making decisions that 
will later call for services of repentance.

Tampa in 2012, could be the site of our 
21st century, “United Methodist Pentecost.

Gilbert Haven Caldwell, Jr. is a retired 
Elder of the Rocky Mountain Conference. 
Caldwell has served as an advocate for les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender people 
in the life of The United Methodist Church. 
In 2000, he was arrested twice as a part of 
a protest against the anti-gay language/
legislation that General Conferences have 
voted place in our Book of Discipline. He 
was one of the founders of United Method-
ists of Color for a Fully Inclusive Church 
and is now a partner in Truth in Progress, 
with friend and colleague, Marilyn Ben-
nett. Together, they explore the intersec-
tions of racism, heterosexism, and religion. 
Marilyn is white, a lesbian and no longer 
active in The United Methodist Church; 
Caldwell is straight, black, and still active 
as a retired clergyman in the denomination.

abundant love, igniting our passion for our 
neighbors, everyone we meet, wherever we 
go,” says the liturgy, which will be celebrat-
ed by Bishops Grant Hagiya (Pacific North-
west Conference) and Sudarshana Devad-
har (North Central New York Conference).

The liturgy affirms “Jesus brought us 
the only answer that we need. We are to 
love each other as God loves us, all of 
us neighbors in the household of God.”

A service of “recognition, affirmation, 
and hope,” Sunday’s Worship “For Love of 
God and Neighbor,” will include liturgical 
leadership representing the Common Wit-
ness Coalition partners who co-host the 
service: Affirmation, Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal, Methodist Federation 
for Social Action, National Federation of 
Asian American United Methodists, Na-
tive American International Caucus, and 
Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN).

“This coalition is historic,” says Troy 
Plummer, Executive Director of RMN. 
“The number is growing, as faithful Chris-
tians share a belief that Wesley’s ‘do no 
harm’ still calls us today to extend God’s 
love to all.” Sunday’s service of world mu-
sic and Scripture from Matthew 5 in-
cludes an original hymn written by Celec, 
based on Aaron’s blessing in Numbers 6.

The Straz Center for the Perform-
ing Arts is located at 1010 North Ma-
cinnes Place and is walking distance 
from General Conference and the Com-
mon Witness Coalition Tabernacle. For 
those unable to be in Tampa, live stream-
ing of the service that includes Cone’s 
preaching is available at www.gc12.org.

CONE, continued from page 5

REPENTANCE, continued from page 1

tion. And they always crucify people who 
embody God’s truth. It’s no accident that 
Jesus was crucified. God’s truth is always 
crucified in situations of injustice, whether 
it’s Uganda or New York.

Parr: What truth do you want us to hear?

Dr. Cone: I want people to know I speak 
out of my own particular life. African 
American religious experience has some-
thing to teach America, something to 
teach the Church universal, just like other 
people’s stories have something to teach us. 
The problem with dominant groups is that 
they think they are the only ones who have 
something to teach others; what I want to 
emphasize is that they shut the door to the 
teaching of those who are oppressed.
I wrote this book to say that the people 
who have experienced the lynching terror 
have more to teach about what the Chris-
tian Gospel means than those who did the 
lynching.

LGBT people have far more to teach the 
mainstream Church about God’s love; 
they have the most to teach us about the 
crucified Christ. One way of seeing that 
is the crucified gay person, the lesbian, 
the transgender person, the queer person. 
They have a lot to teach us.

Lois McCullen Parr is a pastor at Broadway 
UMC in Chicago, and has a background in 
writing and peace and justice activism.

in which Caterpillar, Hewlett-Packard, 
and Motorola Solutions help the Israeli 
army maintain Israel’s system of “colo-
nization, segregation, and repression” in 
the occupied territories, Baum concluded, 
“As long as the church is invested in these 
companies, it is invested in these crimes.”

Dismissing the idea of investment in 
the Palestinian economy, which is be-
ing advanced by some divestment op-
ponents, Baum said, “The main crisis 
of the Palestinian economy is that it’s 
controlled by the Israeli occupation.” 

She described the checkpoints, seg-
regated roadways, frequent demolition 
orders and lack of water that make Pal-
estinian economic development impos-
sible as long as the occupation continues.

Convener of the UMKR, the Rev. 
John Wagner of Dayton, Ohio, closed 
the event by urging those in atten-
dance to support the Alignment motion.

“The United Methodist Church has 
been involved in dialogue and construc-
tive engagement with these companies 
for many years,” said Wagner. “It’s time 
to show some decisiveness, and make 
our actions consistent with our words.”

For more info on UMKR, see their web-
site: www.kairosresponse.org

DIVEST, continued from page 4

own personal life and well-being. I love the 
church. But there is another reality in all 
this. I’m a lesbian woman. I’m a black lesbi-
an woman,” said Lightsey, Associate Dean 
at Boston University School of Theology.

She highlighted the importance of hear-
ing from both the bishops’ statement and Af-
rican-American faith leaders in the United 
Methodist Church in support of inclusion. 

“There are black people in America 
who do support the ordination of les-
bian, gay, bisexual, and transgender per-
sons, and there are black persons in The 
United Methodist Church who are les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender.”

The press conference was spon-
sored by the Love Your Neighbor cam-
paign, a common witness for the mor-
al equality of lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender United Methodists.

REMOVAL, continued from page 1

Support the Common Witness Coalition!

Make an online donation at: gc12.org/donate/

Check out our website at

gc12.org

Follow the
Twitter hashtag 

#gc12love

CONE Q & A, continued from page 5
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Bishop Violet Fisher preached at the 
New York Annual Conference in May 2011, 
and urged all faithful Christians to welcome 
everyone to the table of Christ. She said:

“I believe the church is the healing balm, 
the Church is the soul-saving station, the 
Church is the mother of justice, the Church 
is the mother of democratic government, 
the Church is the mother of fair play and 
God is calling us through the Spirit to get 
out of here, get up and get out of our doors, 
get outside of our church buildings, go in 
the highways and the hedges. Come to the 
feast! Put another leaf in the table because 
this is God’s table and everyone is invited.”

“In the parable of the wedding feast, Jesus 
urged disciples to go out and bring every-
one in.  At God’s table all races eat together. 
The poor feast and the disabled rejoice. 
The table of Jesus Christ includes persons 
who are gay, persons who are lesbians, and 
persons who don’t understand who they 
really are. It’s time to open our doors, our 
hearts and our minds and feast together.”

Welcoming Everyone to the Table

L’ évêque Violet Fisher a prêché lors de 
la conférence annuelle de New York en mai 
2011 et a exhorté tous les fidèles chrétiens à 
tous la bienvenue à la table du Christ. Elle a dit:

“Je crois que l’église est le baume, 
l’Eglise est la station qui sauve les âmes, 
l’Église est la mère de la justice, l’Eglise 
est la mère de gouvernement démocra-
tique, l’Eglise est la mère de justice et Dieu 
nous appelle à l’Esprit pour sortir d’ici, 
se lever et de sortir de nos portes, sortir à 
l’extérieur de nos bâtiments d’église, aller 
dans les routes et les haies.  Mettez une au-
tre feuille dans le tableau parce que c’est la 
table de Dieu et tout le monde est invité.”

“Dans la parabole du banquet du mar-
iage, Jésus a exhorté les disciples de sortir 
pour les autoroutes et mettre tout le monde 
pour la table de Dieu toutes les races man-
ger ensemble. La fête des pauvres et des per-
sonnes handicapées se réjouissent. L’Eglise 
de Jésus-Christ inclut les personnes qui 
sont gais, les personnes qui sont lesbiennes, 
et les personnes qui ne comprennent pas 
qui ils sont vraiment. Il est temps d’ouvrir 
nos portes, nos cœurs et nos esprits.” 

Askofu Fisher Awalika wote.
Askofu Violet Fisher alihubiri katika 

kongomano la kila mwaka huko New York 
Mei 2011 na kuwashawishi wakristo wote 
kuwaalika watu wote katika meza ya Bwana

“Naamini kwamba kanisani ndipo watu 
hoponywa, huokoka na hapo ndipo haki 
ilipo. Kanisa ndilo mfano mwema wa de-
mokrasia na kazi njema. Mungu atuita 
kupitia roho mtakatifu tutoke hapa tulipo, 
hata kanisani, twende barabarani, tua-
like kila mmoja katika meza wa Bwana.

“Katika funzo la kalamu ya harusi, Yesu 
aliwaambia wanafunzi wake waende nje na 
kualike kila mtu ndani. Katika meza ya Bwa-
na kila mtu ni sawa. Maskini hula na viwete 
husherehekea. Katika kanisa la Yesu kuna 
mashoga na wale wasioehewa jinsia yao. Ni 
wakati wa kufungua mawazo na roho zetu.

El Obispo Fisher Violeta predicó 
en la Conferencia Anual de Nueva 
York en Mayo de 2011 e instó a to-
dos los fieles cristianos para dar la abri-
gar a todos a la mesa de Cristo. Ella dijo:

“Creo que la iglesia es el bálsamo cura-
tivo, la Iglesia es el lugar para salvar almas, 
la Iglesia es la madre de la justicia, la Iglesia 
es la madre de un gobierno democrático, la 
Iglesia es la madre del honestidad y Dios 
nos está llamando a través de el Espíritu 
para levantarnos y salir de nuestras puer-
tas, salir de los edificios de la iglesia, ir a 
los caminos   los vallados. Ven a la fiesta! 
Añade otra extensión a la mesa porque esta 
es la mesa de Dios y todos están invitados. “

“En la parábola del banquete de la 
boda, Jesús instó a los discípulos a salir y 
traer los invitados. En la mesa de Dios a 
todas las razas comen juntas. Los pobres 
festejan y los discapacitados se regocijan. 
La tabla de Jesucristo incluye a las perso-
nas que son homosexuales, las personas 
que son lesbianas, y personas que no en-
tienden lo que realmente son. Es hora de 
abrir nuestras puertas, nuestros corazones 
y nuestras mentes y de festejar juntos.”

Bispa Violet Fisher pregou na Conferên-
cia Anual de Nova York em maio de 2011 
exortou todos os fiéis cristãos para acolher 
a todos para a mesa de Cristo. Ela disse:

“Acredito que a igreja é o bálsamo que 
cura, a Igreja é a estação de salvar almas, a 
Igreja é a mãe da justiça, a Igreja é a mãe de 
governo democrático, a Igreja é a mãe de 
ações justas. Deus nos está chamando através 
do Espírito para sair daqui, me levantar e 
sair por nossas portas, sair fora de nossos 
templos, ir nas auto-estradas e vegetações.
Venha para a festa! Disse que criáramos 
mais espaço na mesa, porque esta é a mesa 
de Deus e todo mundo está convidado. “

“Na parábola da festa de casamento, 
Jesus exortou os discípulos a sair e le-
var todo mundo à mesa de Deus, todas 
as raças comer juntos. Os pobres e os de-
ficientes se regozijam. A mesa de Jesus 
Cristo inclui pessoas que são gays, pes-
soas que são lésbicas,e pessoas que não 
entendem o que realmente são. É hora de 
abrir nossas portas, os nossos corações 
e nossas mentes e festejarmos juntos.”

Bishop Violet Fisher.  Photo by Mike DuBose, UMNS.

Bishop Violet Fisher 
preached at the

New York Annual
Conference in May 2011, 

and urged all faithful 
Christians to

welcome everyone to the 
table of Christ.
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love makes a family

The Bible is a testimony to how we ought to love one another. The life of Jesus was a testimony to this core of the Christian gospel. In both 
the Hebrew and Christian scriptures, the interplay between love and justice is really important. My mom used to say that justice is God’s 

love distributed equally. Jesus was constantly spending time with people he wasn’t supposed to spend time with. 
His own ministry was about knocking down the walls that marked people as either in or out.

The story of ever-expanding circles of inclusion is where I base my biblical faith and how I understand that I’m called to live as a Christian. 
These circles are certainly not limited to gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people, but they certainly do include them. In the Bible, 

there are many sexual ethics, but there is only one consistent love ethic. I call myself a Bible-believing Christian, because to me
the Scriptures are an incredible witness to people who grappled with the same struggles I grapple with.

Because I’m a lesbian doesn’t mean that I’m morally superior, but it also doesn’t mean that I’m morally inferior. All gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
and transgender people have the same responsibilities to act with love and justice as straight people do. I have a 100 percent sureness that 

Jesus, if he were here today, would be spending time with the gay community. If you walk around and envision God in each and every
person you see, as Jesus always did, that’s about as faithful an act as I can imagine. 

—Reverend Rebecca Voelkel


