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INSIDE
Holy Conferencing: 
Lives are at Stake

Rules: How They 
Shape the
Conference

Rev. Troy Plummer

On the first full day of General 
Conference, delegates will participate 

in  Holy Conferencing on human sexuality. 
This may make us uncomfortable—or 
we may just say, “Haven’t we decided 
this once and for all?” But I want you 
to know that much is riding on this 
conversation and people across this world 
are praying for you and for all of us.

As a lifelong United Methodist, I 
cherish our traditions. Formed in Texas 
by three Houston congregations, I was 
incorporated into this Wesleyan way 
of discipleship through infant baptism 
and young adult confirmation. When 
life offered other choices, I chose 
church—vibrant church, with deep 
faith that holds one another in mutual 
accountability as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

You are deciding on my life 
and whether I will be welcome in 
The United Methodist Church. 

Many lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people resonate with my 
upbringing. We attended MYF and UMWF, 
summer camp, Sunday School, choirs, 
mission trips, and Wesley Foundation.  
Disciple Bible Study gave substance to our 
membership vows of prayers, presence, 
gifts, service and, more recently, witness.

Your Holy Conferencing will 
impact my family’s trust in the church.

My mother served as church secretary 
and my father coached football and taught 
first grade Sunday School. Together with 
my two younger sisters, we would spend 
Sunday lunch talking about Sunday 
School and sermon insights with energy 

and passion. Today, they wonder if 
our baptismal vows count for anything 
when their son and brother is excluded.

You will ask and have to answer 
the question, “Who is my neighbor?” 

In Sunday school we studied the Bible 
and pretended to be each character in the 
parables of Jesus. So when Jesus clarifies 
the Great Commandment to Love God 
and Love Neighbor with the account of 
the Good Samaritan, my Sunday School 
training kicks in, and I immediately 
flash upon each character and find 
myself in need for repentance for the 
times when I passed by a child of God.  

We sin by passing by and failing to 
see the sacred worth of another of God’s 
children. Toxic roots must be thrown off 
daily. Roots that create separation based 
on race, class, ability, gender, culture, and 

HOLY, continued on page 6

RULES, continued on page 6

The General Conference is a massive, 
chaotic gathering for whom organi-

zational guidelines have evolved.  These 
are found in the advance Daily Chris-
tian Advocate, volume 1. There you will 
find the agenda, seating charts, legislative 
committee assignments, and the “Plan 
of Organization and Rules of Order.”

The Plan and Rules (pages 29-91) 
constitute the core document. They will be 
voted on in the opening session. The wise 
delegate will study them, noting especially 
the changes.  Below we have summarized 
the key changes as we see them, with 
some comments on what the changes 
mean. In referring to the Plan and Rules, 
we will cite the line numbers, rather than 
the page numbers or the rule numbers.

Emphasis on becoming less U.S.-centric
Central Conference representation on 
General Conference standing committees 
will be increased as we work towards 2016 
(lines 277-283, 345-348, 370-373, 398-
400, 411-413).  When legislation is pre-
sented to all the delegates meeting togeth-
er (“the plenary”), those items “affecting 
the global church” will be considered first 
(lines 302-304). Translation time will not 
count against delegates (lines 1185-1186).

These changes will make General Confer-
ence more inclusive of Central Conference 
delegates, which we hope will reinforce 
the principle of inclusiveness generally.

Establishment of a Committee on Ethics
This new committee will have the same 

personnel as the committee that recom-
mends the Plan and Rules (lines 450-458).
This committee is being proposed in 
the hope of increasing civility and grace 
in our discourse. It may have an un-
intended consequence of making us 
more censorious and litigious, because 
now we can require penalties more se-
vere than ruling a delegate out of order.

Changes related to officers of legislative 
committees

All legislative committee officers 
must now be trained before function-
ing (line 826).  Now, even sub-committee 
chairpersons will be defined as officers 
(lines 812-813), so they will also have to 
be trained (lines 820-821). This means 
that sub-committees must be formed 
at the first meeting of the committee.
Previously, sub-committees were formed 
whenever the need arose (lines 848-851), 
although they usually were formed at the 
second meeting of the committee upon 
the recommendation of the officers who 
had been elected at the organizational 
meeting. This change will allow all the 
members of the legislative committee to 
suggest ways of organizing their work, in-
stead of privileging three individuals (the 
officers) with the right to initiate the plan.

Changes in schedule
Previously some legislative committees 

worked long into the night, on Sundays, or 
into the early part of the next week, when 
the plenary was debating and voting on the 
work of other committees. The proposal 
before us is to adjourn every night at 9:30 
P.M. (line 1067), to discharge the legislative 
committees Saturday night (lines 844-847), 

Come to the
Tabernacle!
by Ann Craig

Welcome to Tampa! It is good to 
dwell together, worship God, break 

bread, and share Holy Conferencing to-
gether. “Love Your Neighbor” is our theme 
for the 2012 General Conference. Every 
day at noon, the Common Witness Coali-
tion will offer a lunch and speaker (with 
translations) at the Tabernacle across 
the street from the Convention Center.

Lunch is by donation and the speak-
ers are not to be missed. Check our daily 
schedule on page 2 of this publication.

The Tabernacle at General Conference is 
like the biblical tabernacle, a dwelling, a 
temporary shelter with sacred meaning. In 
our faith story ,the tabernacle is not only a 
tent sanctuary used by the Israelites dur-
ing the Exodus, but also how the Gospel of 
John describes Jesus as dwelling among us.  

It is fitting, as we mark 40 years of 
wandering in the wilderness of “incom-
patibility,” that the Love Your Neigh-
bor coalition’s center of activities will 
be a tabernacle located across the street 
from the Tampa Convention Center 
where the General Conference of The 
United Methodist Church is being held.  

In this 100’ 40’ air-conditioned dwelling, 
we will host delegates, pray together, con-

Photo Courtesy of Jessie Holloway Photography

by Troy Plummer

COME, continued on page 3

by Tim Riss

Check out our 
website at

gc12.org

Follow the
Twitter hashtag 

#gc12love
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Thank you for reading this first issue of 
“Love Your Neighbor News.” A dedicated 
group of staff members and volunteers 
have come together to produce this pub-
lication, which is sponsored by The Love 
Your Neighbor Common Witness Coali-
tion.
The Coalition is comprised of six groups: 
Affirmation, Black Methodists for Church 
Renewal, Methodist Federation for Social 
Action, National Federation of Asian-
American United Methodists, Native 
American International Caucus of United 
Methodists, and Reconciling Ministries 
Network.
“We’re working at the crossroads of inclu-
sion,” said the Rev. Steve Clunn, Coali-
tion Coordinator, “where all people will 
find that their church cares for, respects, 
and loves them, regardless if they’re im-
migrants, people of diverse racial ethnic 
background, or LGBTQ. We’re working 
for a church where all are welcome and ‘all 
means all’.”
Together, the Coalition are people com-
mitted to following Jesus Christ to embody 
God’s love and justice through The United 
Methodist Church. Ever open to the 
surprising movement of the Holy Spirit in 
our midst as we strive to love our neigh-
bors, we embrace our unity in Christ in 
the midst of diverse opinions to provide a 
Common Witness.

by Erik Alsgaard

Welcome to Love Your 
Neighbor News

Wednesday, April 25
 
- Love Your Neighbor Lunch Speaker Series
12:00 noon – The Tabernacle
 Brad Laurvick and Tyler Sit:
“Don’t Silence the Young Adults!” Responses to proposed programming cuts; UM Student 
Fellowship, Division on Ministries with Young People, Campus Ministries. 
Brad Laurvick serves the congregation St. Luke’s UMC in the Rocky Mountain Confer-
ence in the areas of Adult Education, Men’s Ministry, Young Adult Ministries, and as pas-
tor to Fusion. He is a young adult delegate from his conference, and is former chair of the 
United Methodist Student Movement. 
Tyler Sit is a seminarian at Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia, an ecumeni-
cal leader with the World Student Christian Fellowship, organizing justice and peace 
ministries with students, a co-founder of OUTlook, and founder of a LGBTQ ministry at 
March Chapel in Boston University.
 
- United Methodist Kairos Response Luncheon
12:30 p.m. – Luncheon at Marriott Waterside Hotel (across from Convention Center)
For Delegates and special guests
Lunch is provided, please call: 678-622-3605
Daoud Nassar, Christian Palestinian and organizer, and Dr. Dalit Baum, Jewish Israeli, 
researcher and university lecturer, co-founder of Israel’s Coalition of Women for Peace.
The Nassar family land just south of Bethlehem is under threat of confiscation by the 
Israeli government although it was purchased in 1916 by their grandfather, a Christian 
evangelist; it has been attacked repeatedly by militant settlers. Israeli researcher Dr. Dalit 
Baum is an authority on corporate involvement in the occupation, and will speak on the 
role played by Caterpillar, Hewlett-Packard, and Motorola Solutions in the occupation 
and dispossession of Christians and Muslims from the Holy Land.

- General Conference Holy Conversations
(Your name badge will have your small group room number)
Foundation on Identity and Theology
2:30 – 3:45 P.M. – Plenary Hall
Human Sexuality
4:05-5:05 - Plenary Hall
 
- All Come!
9:00 – 10:00 p.m. – The Tabernacle
All Love Your Neighbor friends and supporters are invited to gather for fellowship, a 
recap of the day, and announcements for the coming day.
 
Thursday, April 26
 
- Love Your Neighbor Lunch Speaker Series
12:00 noon – The Tabernacle – Press Conference
36 Bishops urge removal of ban on gay clergy

Bishop Sharon Zimmerman Rader, Ecumenical Officer of the Council of Bishops; Bishop 
Don Ott, Correspondent for the Council of Bishops; Dr. Cheryl Anderson and Rev. Dr. 
Pamela Lightsey, of the Black UMC scholars supporting the bishops’ statement.
 
- Interfaith Worship Service followed by candlelight vigil, UMKR
9:00 - 10:00 p.m. – on the Convention mall
Led by Christian, Muslim, and Jewish clergy, this service will celebrate the warm and 
dynamic friendships emerging globally between people of three faiths as supporters of 
human rights work together to end Israel’s occupation of Palestinian land. In the rich 
tradition of the US Civil Rights movement, the anti-Apartheid struggle, the defense of 
human rights in Sudan, and the move to ban conflict minerals in the Congo, the push to 
end Israel’s occupation is an urgent focus of Jewish, Christian and Muslim cooperation 
today. This event is for UMKR volunteers and special guests. Delegates may join the ser-
vice when the conference adjourns. 

- All Come!
9:00 – 10:00 p.m. – The Tabernacle
All Love Your Neighbor friends and supporters are invited to gather for fellowship, a 
recap of the day, and announcements for the coming day.
 
Friday, April 27
 
- Love Your Neighbor Lunch Speaker Series
12:00 noon – The Tabernacle
Lorenza Andrade Smith, Immigration
Last June, the Rev. Lorenza Andrade Smith, an elder in the Southwest Texas Confer-
ence, began her new appointment as an advocate for the poor and homeless and for just 
systems. She sold her car, gave up her home and most of her possessions, took a vow of 
poverty, and began what she plans will be three years of living on the streets. 
 
- UMKR Reception for Delegates
5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. – Marriott Waterside Hotel
For delegates and invited guests.
Meet and hear Christians from the Holy Land
Descendants of Christ’s earliest followers are among the Christians living in the Holy 
Land today. Like their ancestors, they are enduring persecution and dispossession at the 
hands of an occupying power. A number of these indigenous Christians are traveling 
to Tampa to show their support for the General Conference legislation that would align 
United Methodist investments with resolutions on Israel/Palestine. Delegates are invited 
to mingle with these Christians and ask questions about their circumstances and the im-
pact of selective divestment on ending the occupation. 

- All Come!
9:00 – 10:00 p.m. – The Tabernacle
All Love Your Neighbor friends and supporters are invited to gather for fellowship, a 
recap of the day, and announcements for the coming day. 

Who are we? A brief word on each:
 
Affirmation United Methodist
As an independent voice of Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer people, 
Affirmation radically reclaims the compas-
sionate and transforming gospel of Jesus 
Christ by relentlessly pursuing full inclu-
sion in the Church as we journey with the 
Spirit in creating God’s beloved commu-
nity.
Black Methodists for Church Renewal
The mission of Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal is to raise up prophetic 
and spiritual leaders who will be advocate 
for the unique needs of Black people in 
The United Methodist Church.
Methodist Federation for Social Action
MFSA mobilizes clergy and laity within 
The United Methodist Church to take 
action on issues of peace, poverty, and 
people’s rights within the church, the na-
tion, and the world.

National Federation of Asian American 
United Methodists
The National Federation of Asian Ameri-
can United Methodists (NFAAUM) is a 
recognized racial ethnic caucus in The 
United Methodist Church. Ten sub-ethnic 
caucuses compose NFAAUM: Cambodian, 
Chinese, Filipino, Formosan, Hmong, 
Japanese, Korean, Laotian, South Asian, 
and Vietnamese.

Native American International Caucus of 
The United Methodist Church
The mission of the Native American In-
ternational Caucus of The United Meth-
odist Church is to educate, inform, and 
engage The United Methodist Church on 
justice issues that confront Native Ameri-
cans and to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world.

Reconciling Ministries Network
RMN is a growing movement of indi-
viduals, congregations, campus minis-
tries, and other groups working for the 

full participation of all God’s children 
– regardless of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity – in The United Methodist 
Church.
 
Love Your Neighbor News will be avail-
able to General Conference delegates each 
morning of the conference, starting to-
morrow. Look for our volunteers offering 
you your free copy as you enter the Con-
vention Center.
 
Erik Alsgaard is a clergy member of the 
Detroit Conference and editor of Love Your 
Neighbor News
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Almost 500 delegates gathered for the Gen-
eral Conference 2012 briefings for delegates 
who committed to work for racial, gender, 
and age equity on Tuesday, April 24,. Spon-
sored by The Division on Ministry with 
Young People, The General Commission on 
Religion and Race, The General Commis-
sion on the Status and Role of Women, and 
The United Methodist Women, the joint 
orientation opened with worship at 9 a.m.
     Agency representatives were introduced to 
the delegates and shared the main purposes 
of the briefing: to ensure that the delegates 
were as well informed as possible; creating 
awareness of how the various legislative 
items may impact women, young people, 
and people of color; and assisting the dele-
gates in finding or honing their voices, rec-
ognizing their gifts of empowerment and 
needed contribution. It was also an oppor-
tunity for them to get to know one another.
This historic gathering at General Con-
ference 2012 marked the first time 
that these briefings were held jointly.
  “Age, race, and gender are not monolith-
ic cultures,” said Erin Hawkins, General 
Secretary of the General Commission on 
Religion and Race. ‘While there are cer-
tain distinctions in the way in which age, 
race, and gender are lived in our church 
and society, most of the time they inter-
sect, forming a complex web of oppres-
sion and alienation. The members of 
this church must begin to acknowledge 
and address these intersections if we are 
to be a relevant community of Christ.”
Hawkins then engaged a working group on 
racial justice issues in a “world café conver-
sation,” to help the delegates envision what 
the future church is going to look like as 
inclusive body of Christ. Their conversa-
tions were based on GCORR’s three ques-
tions: What does denominational change 
look like when we are honest about being 

relevant in changing global communi-
ties? In what ways do our words, beliefs, 
and actions perpetuate our struggles as a 
church? Are we being intentional in creat-
ing a future that is distinct from the past?  
The briefing helped empower laity and 
clergy to be informed about ways to 
further racial equity at this General 
Conference and inter-connectedness 
of the work and witness as a church. 

Amy Stapleton is Team Leader for Finance 
and Administration, Office of the General 
Secretary, General Commission on Religion 
and Race.

“A Shared Vision, A Whole Church With More 
Young People, More Women,
and More People of Color…”

nect, inform, and inspire. Speakers include 
young adults, retired bishops, central con-
ference leaders, laity, clergy, and academics.

We will address a range of issues such 
as church restructuring, ordination equal-
ity, marriage equality, immigration, gen-
der identity and expression, nonviolent 
action, and women’s equality worldwide.

A partial list of presenters include: Al-
bert Otshudi Long, Julie Todd, Lorenza 
Andrade Smith, Bishops Donald Ott and 
Sharon Rader, Rifat Kassis, David Week-
ley, Garlinda Burton, and Brad Laurvick.

Translators will be working in French, 
Portuguese, Shona, Zulu, Tagalog, Cebuano, 
Bicol, and Ilocano to expand our welcome.

For the first time in the 40 year struggle 
for full inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender people, the Common 
Witness Coalition at General Conference 
includes a cross-section of the church: Af-
firmation United Methodists for LGBTQ 
Concerns, Black Methodists for Church Re-
newal, Methodist Federation for Social Ac-
tion, National Federation of Asian Ameri-
can United Methodists, Native American 
International Caucus of United Method-
ists, and Reconciling Ministries Network.

Ann Craig is media director for the Com-
mon Witness Coalition. She served 20 
years in the General Board of Global 
Ministries. Ann worked at the Gay and 
Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, 
training faith leaders in media advoca-
cy, and was news media coordinator for 
RMN at the 2008 General Conference. 

COME, continued from page 1

by Amy Stapleton

Check out our website at gc12.org
Follow the Twitter hashtag #gc12love

Greetings!
Grace and peace to you! On behalf of the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action, and the Common Witness Coalition, we welcome you 
to the 2012 United Methodist General Conference. 
This is an exciting and pivotal time for our church.  While we will dis-
cuss and make decisions about the hard realities our church is facing, 
we will also celebrate and lift up the joys and inspiring stories of faith 
experienced throughout our world-wide connection.  
“Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts 
form one body, so it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one 
Spirit so as to form one body- whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or 
free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Even so the body 
is not made up of one part but of many.” 
1 Corinthians 12:12-14 
While we might not be of one mind on all that is before us, we are 

united together in our faith and in our mission to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.”  What a blessing it is to worship our God and discern the path for the United Methodist Church here with 
you!
At General Conference, the Methodist Federation for Social Action, in partnership with the Common Witness, will 
be advocating for peace – through our commitment to nonviolent action for justice; elimination of poverty – by 
seeking economic justice; and people’s rights–promoting the elimination of discrimination while defending human 
rights.  We hope to serve as a resource to you – please stop by the Common Witness Tabernacle at any time to share 
in hospitality and more!

General Conference is an enriching, enlivening, inspiring, and, at times, exhausting time together. In closing we offer 
three tips to enhance your General Conference experience:
1. Practice self-care. The days at General Conference can be long and draining.  Listen to your body, take a break 
when you need to recharge and stay hydrated!
2. Remember the Wesleyan quadrilateral of scripture, tradition, experience, and reason.  We will be discussing com-
plex questions that will define the future of our church. There often are not easy answers!  Take time to pause and 
reflect on how the scripture, our tradition, our experience and our reason is guiding us.
3. Spend time in prayer. We will experience passionate worship and times of prayer together.  But sometimes the 
words may not come easily. At those times, we offer a simple breath prayer: “Spirit Come.”
Again, thank you for your commitment to The United Methodist Church. Your presence blesses many.  We look 
forward to spending this spirit-led time with you!

Grace and peace,

Rev. Vicki Woods    Tara Thronson
MFSA, Board Co-President  MFSA, Board Co-President

Photo courtesy of General Commission on Reli-
gion and Race
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In January, I was privileged to witness a 
baptism at The United Methodist church 

I attend in Athens, Georgia. As I always do, 
I fell in love again with the beauty and im-
portance of our baptismal liturgy, and by 
the time we finished singing “God Claims 
You,” I confess I was in tears, although I 
did not know the baby being baptized. 

I participated in the liturgy, recogniz-
ing that the promises I make as a part 
of the congregation are vows that ap-
ply not just in that place and to that baby, 
but in whatever church I find myself and 
in relationship to all baptized persons. 

I reflected on the significance of a com-
munity of faith who promises to love, pray 
for, forgive, and nurture this new person in 
its midst. I remembered my own baptism-
-not because I can recall the application of 
water on my infant head in 1985--but be-
cause I grew up in a congregation that took 
very seriously its vows to love and pray for 
and forgive and nurture me in the faith. 

In The United Methodist tradition, 
we believe that in baptism, God acts and 
people respond. I’m grateful not only 
for God’s miraculous acts of inclusion 
in my baptism but also for a congrega-
tion’s lifelong and enduring response.

As we approach General Conference, I 
think about the universality of baptism. 
The 1,000 voting delegates to General Con-
ference are a part of the congregation that 
made those promises at my baptism, though 
surely none of them were in that particular 
congregation on that particular day in 1985.

I wonder--with both moderated hope 
and a degree of realistic pessimism-
-whether that body will keep the bap-
tismal covenant I read in January, the 
baptismal covenant a congregation in 
Ohio read in 1985, and the baptismal 
covenants read at each of their baptisms.

To what degree will the actions of General 
Conference, by commission and omission, 
affirm or deny the truth of the vows they 
took and the hymn we sang, particularly for 
LGBT United Methodists?: “We this day do 
all agree a child of God you’ll always be.” 

Baptismal Vows
and General Conference 

My Heart Was Strangely Warmed
by Beverly Cole

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.” 

To me it would have just been another mar-
keting tool for The United Methodist Church 
had I not been blessed with a son who is gay.

It all started in 1985, a week before 
Christmas, one of the most treasured holi-
days in the Christian faith, when I over-
heard a conversation between my son, 
Eric, and one of his high school friends. 
“You’re the only gay per-
son I know who doesn’t smoke.” 

Normally, the confirmation that my 17-
year old son didn’t smoke would have 
been good news. However, the words an-
nouncing that my son was gay were as 
choking as stale cigarette smoke stinging 
my throat and clogging up my airways.

Eric had been a model student all 
through school. He was an honor stu-
dent, well liked, active in music, the-
ater, and church activities. He had even 
been to Haiti on an eye-care mission trip 
with our family. How could he be gay?

But, alas, after a heart-to-heart conver-
sation with Eric after Christmas, he con-
fessed that he was indeed discovering that 
he was gay. He wasn’t sure what that meant 
or even if it was even a good thing, but it 
was becoming evident that it was true.

Traditionally, the week following Christ-
mas, our high school youth went off to 
take part in a faith-boosting, friendship-
building, life-changing camp called Lead-
ership Development Workshop. It was a 
week that Eric and his sister, Traci, looked 
forward to, but when I arrived after camp 
this particular year, looking to take a load 

Beverly Cole is a wife, a mother, and a 
church woman. She works nationally as a 
steering committee member of the Reconcil-
ing Parents Network of the United Meth-
odist Church and is coordinator for that 
organization in the Kansas West Confer-
ence.  

by Tim Tennant-Jayne

of happy campers back to our church, I 
found that one camper, Eric, was in tears. 
When I had a chance to question the rea-
son for the tears this was his response, “I 
don’t know if I can be gay and Christian. 
I can’t change being gay. I feel like God 
has deserted me.” That broke my heart.

It was after that conversation that I 
started my search for answers. The months 
that followed were filled with prayer, re-
search, questioning, and soul searching. 
In that search I discovered that in psy-
chological circles, homosexuality was 
not a disease. I learned to look at scrip-
ture in ways that were relevant to the 

time they were written and yet relevant 
to events that were happening in my life.

I will say that without a doubt the most 
precious gift of all my research was that 
suddenly, I understood who Jesus really 
was. Through all the years of my faith jour-
ney, Jesus had somehow been a distant, 
unapproachable figure for me, but now 
I knew the “outcasts” personally. I knew 
who Jesus was talking about and eating 
with and loving unconditionally. My faith 
came alive and I started looking at what I 
was supposed to be doing to follow Jesus.
Being a follower of Jesus, amazingly, 
takes us to places we have no idea we’ll 

go. My  faith journey led me to write 
two books, “Cleaning Closets: A Moth-
er’s Story,” and “Voices from the King-
dom: All God’s Children Have Keys.”

The first is my personal faith jour-
ney toward acceptance and the embrac-
ing of my son’s sexual orientation as well 
as my extended family in the gay com-
munity. The second is a collection of tes-
timonies from the gay community and 
their advocates telling their faith sto-
ries around the issue of homosexuality.

That part was the good news. The dis-
appointment comes in that the church 
that I have grown up in and loved isn’t 
always a loving place for our gay, les-
bian and transgender brothers and sis-
ters. That fact has led me to becoming 
an advocate and activist on their behalf. 

My life has been so enriched and my 
faith has come alive because God blessed 
me with a son who is gay. I am in con-
stant prayer that the folks who have been 
entrusted with the task of Kingdom build-
ing at General Conference will somehow 
have their heats touched, taking the hurt-
ful language out of the Book of Discipline 
and opening the church up to full inclu-
sion of our gay, lesbian and transgender 
brothers and sisters. So be it and let it be so.

Leland G. Spencer IV is a PhD student in the 
department of communication studies at the 
University of Georgia, where he researches re-
ligious rhetoric as it intersects with gender and 
sexuality. 
Article originally published at RMNBlog.org:
http://www.rmnblog.org/2012/03/.

by Leland G. Spencer IV

Affirmation Welcome

To the Delegates of the 2012 General Con-
ference of The United Methodist Church:

I greet you on behalf of Affirmation: Unit-
ed Methodists for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Queer Concerns. We 
congratulate you on your great honor. Your 
fellow United Methodists of your home 
conference chose you to represent them in 
this international gathering. It is the hope of 
Affirmation: United Methodists that in this 
place you will be prayerfully open to hearing 
the Spirit’s Voice for full inclusion and love.
Undoubtedly, people from Tampa and the 
United Methodists in Florida will welcome 
you to their home. Likewise, we hope that 
now is the time you will welcome  home to 
The United Methodist Church the lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer mem-
bers of Affirmation home to The United 
Methodist Church.  For 40 years, we have 
been told we are unwanted. We have been 
declared “incompatible” with United Meth-
odism because of who God called us to be.

Allow me to introduce you to the people 
who are Affirmation: United Methodists. 

We are your fellow congregational mem-
bers, your pastors, choir directors, singers 
and musicians, church leaders (both lay 
and ordained), daughters and sons, parents, 
neighbors, and best friends. We have always 
been a part of your life, and the life of this 
denomination. Yet, in far too many situa-
tions, we feel that you only love us because 
we do not tell you the truth about ourselves.

Jesus said, “As you did it to one of the least 
of these who are members of my family, 
you did it to me.”  For over 40 years, same-
gender-loving and gender-nonconforming 
people have loved and served the people 
of this denomination. Now is the time to 
recognize “the least of these” and welcome 
us into our denomination even as God 
welcomes all of us into Christ’s Church.

Tim Tennant-Jayne is a co-spokesperson of Af-
firmation: United Methodists for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer Concerns.

Beverly Cole stands with her husband and their son, Eric.
Photo courtesy of Beverly Cole.

Leland Spencer
Photo Courtesy of Reconciling Ministries 
Network
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1972: A four-year denomination-
al study on United Methodist So-
cial Principles offered this proposal:
“Homosexuals no less than heterosexuals 
are persons of sacred worth, who need the 
ministry and guidance of the church in their 
struggles for human fulfillment, as well as 
the spiritual and emotional care of a fellow-
ship which enables reconciling relationships 
with God, with others, and with self. Fur-
ther we insist that all persons are entitled to 
have their human and civil rights ensured.”
In the floor debate, the following phrase 
was added to the above statement fol-
lowing the word ensured: “although we 
do not condone the practice of homo-
sexuality and consider the practice in-
compatible with Christian teaching.”
Note: In 1973 the American Psychiat-
ric Association removed homosexuality 
from the official manual that lists mental 
and emotional disorders. Two years later 
the American Psychological Association 
passed a resolution supporting the removal.

1976: Motions to rescind the official 
condemnation of homosexual practice 
were made; they failed and the denomi-
nation maintained its 1972 position.
In addition, three other reports were 
adopted, focusing on church funding: 
The first ordered “that no board, agency, 
committee, commission, or council shall give 
United Methodists funds to any ‘gay’ cau-
cus or group or otherwise use such funds to 
promote the acceptance of homosexuality.”
The second mandated the use of re-
sources and funds by boards and 
agencies “only in support of those 
programs consistent with the Social Prin-
ciples of the United Methodist Church.”
The third prohibited “funds for proj-
ects favoring homosexual practice.”
1980: This General Conference focused 
much of its debate on questions of ordi-
nation. Proposals denying the ordina-
tion of homosexuals were defeated. The 
1972 and 1976 positions were left intact.

1984:   This Conference adopted, as a standard 
for ordained clergy, commitment to “fidel-
ity in marriage and celibacy in singleness.”
It also added the following language on 
homosexuality: “Since the practice of ho-
mosexuality is incompatible with Christian 
teaching, self-avowed practicing homo-
sexuals are not to be accepted as candi-
dates, ordained as ministers, or appointed 
to serve in The United Methodist Church.”

1988: This General Conference or-
dered an official study by the Gen-
eral Council on Ministries to be re-
ported to the 1992 General Conference.

One change was made in the Social Prin-
ciple’s statement. “Although we do not con-
done the practice of homosexuality and 
consider this practice incompatible with 
Christian teaching, we affirm that God’s 
grace is available to all. We commit ourselves 
to be in ministry for and with all persons.” 
And, in ¶ 612.H, “Equal Rights Regard-
less of Sexual Orientation,” the denomina-
tion affirmed “certain basic human rights 
and civil liberties are due all persons,” e.g. 
shared contractual arrangements such as 
pensions, guardianships, resources, and 
other lawful claims such as equal protec-
tion before the law.) “Moreover, we support 
efforts to stop violence and other forms 
of coercion against gays and lesbians.”

1992: Delegates voted to retain the church’s 
stand that homosexual practice is “in-
compatible with Christian teaching” and 
left in place the ban on ordination, the 
prohibition of church funding to “pro-
mote the acceptance of homosexuality,” 
and the statement of the social principles.

1996: This General Conference add-
ed three significant points to the 
church’s position on homosexuality.

• A footnote defining self-avowed prac-
ticing homosexuality. “Self-avowed 
practicing homosexual” is under-
stood to mean that a person openly 
acknowledges to a bishop, a district 
superintendent, district committee of 
ordained ministry, board of ordained 
ministry, or clergy session that the 
person is a practicing homosexual.

• The following language was add-
ed: “Ceremonies that celebrate ho-
mosexual unions shall not be con-
ducted by our ministers and shall 
not be conducted in our churches.”

• A call for the United States military not 
to exclude persons from service “sole-
ly on the basis of sexual orientation.”

An attempt to replace the “incompatibil-
ity” clause with one acknowledging that 
United Methodists are “unable to arrive at 
a common mind” failed to pass 577 to 378.

Fifteen United Methodist Bishops, 
now called the Denver 15, wrote a let-
ter stating their opposition to the exclu-
sive position of the UMC (see sidebar).

2000: This General Conference added 
a new statement to the Social Princi-
ples: “We implore families and church-
es not to reject or condemn their les-
bian and gay members and friends.”
By a vote of 705 - 210, delegates declined to 
add to the church’s law book a stipulation 

that before pastors could be assigned to any 
church they had to sign a statement, “I do not 
believe that homosexuality is God’s perfect 
will for any person. I will not practice it. I will 
not promote it. I will not allow its promo-
tion to be encouraged under my authority.”
The delegates also passed a resolution 
directing the General Commission on 
Christian Unity and Interreligious Con-
cerns to engage the church in a con-
tinued dialogue about homosexuality.
A protest was held on the conference floor 
following the vote to retain the church’s 
stances on homosexuality. This witness 
led to the arrest of 29 individuals, in-
cluding two United Methodist bishops.

2004: This General Conference add-
ed a new statement to the Social Prin-
ciples: “We support laws in civil soci-
ety that define marriage as the union 
between one man and one woman.”
This General Conference also added 
this to the list of Chargeable Offenses: 
a) immorality, “including but not lim-
ited to, not being celibate in singleness or 
not faithful in a heterosexual marriage;”
(b) practices declared by the United Meth-
odist Church to be incompatible with 
Christian teaching, “including but not 
limited to: being a self-avowed practicing 
homosexual; or conducting ceremonies 
which celebrate homosexual unions; or per-
forming same-sex wedding ceremonies...”
2008:This General Conference made the 
following changes to the Book of Discipline:
¶161.a (The Family) was changed to read, 
“We affirm the importance of loving parents 
for all children.... We affirm shared respon-
sibility for parenting where there are two 
parents...” (Replacing “mother and father”)
Added to ¶161.g (Human Sexuality): “We 
will live together in Christian community; 
welcoming, forgiving, and loving one an-
other, as Christ has loved and accepted us. 
We implore families and churches not to 
reject or condemn lesbian and gay mem-
bers and friends. We commit ourselves to 
be in ministry for and with all persons.”
Added to ¶612.19 (Funding Ban) “...
or otherwise use funds to promote the 
acceptance of homosexuality or vio-
late the express commitment of the 
UMCD ‘not to reject or condemn les-
bian and gay members and friends....’”
The body also voted a resolution that de-
fined and pledged the church to work 
against heterosexism and homophobia.
A peaceful demonstration by GLBT 
people and their allies took place on 
the floor of General Conference af-
ter inclusive legislation was defeated.

The Letter of the
 ‘Denver 15’ 
Note: At the 1996 General Confer-
ence in Denver, 15 bishops issued 
the following letter on the subject 
of homosexuality and the church.

We the undersigned bish-
ops wish to affirm the 
commitment made at our 
consecration to the vows 
to uphold the Discipline 
of the church. However, 
we must confess the pain 
we feel over our person-
al convictions that are 
contradicted by the pro-
scriptions in the Disci-
pline against gay and les-
bian persons within our 
church and from our or-
dained and diaconal min-
isters. Those sections are 
paragraphs 71F (last para-
graph); 402.2; 906.12; and 
footnote, p. 205. We be-
lieve it is time to break the 
silence and state where 
we are on this issue that 
is hurting and silencing 
countless faithful Chris-
tians. We will continue 
our responsibility to the 
order and discipline of 
the church but urge Unit-
ed Methodist churches to 
open the doors in gracious 
hospitality to all broth-
ers and sisters in the faith.

The Movement of General Conferences
on the Issue of Homosexuality

by Amy DeLong

Amy DeLong
Photo Credit  Mike DuBose, courtesy of UMNS

The Rev. Amy DeLong is an ordained elder in the Wisconsin Annual Conference, and 
serves in extension ministry as executive director of Kairos CoMotion, kairoscomotion.
org. In the summer of 2010, a judicial complaint was filed against Amy for being “a 
self-avowed, practicing homosexual” and for performing a Holy Union for two loving 
women. During a June 2011 church trial, Amy was forthcoming about her partnered 
relationship, but the prosecution could not prove its case against her on the charge of 
being “a self-avowed practicing homosexual.” On the other charge, the trial court ac-
cepted Amy’s declaration that she had indeed celebrated a Holy Union and called upon 
Amy to undertake a 20-day period of discernment and then, in collaboration with 
other leaders from the Wisconsin Annual Conference, to initiate a written document 
aimed at helping resolve issues that harm the clergy covenant, create an adversarial 
spirit or lead to future clergy trials. 

A Time For Silence 
by Will Green 

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual,and Transgender people know what it is like to spend holi-
days alone. Maybe we weren’t invited home so that no one else would feel “uncom-
fortable.” Maybe we were told that we could only come to the party if we not bring 
ANYONE as a guest...specifically the person who meant the most to us. Or maybe we 
showed up but knew that we were not really welcome. GLBT people know what it is 
like to spend holidays alone.

This past Good Friday, I spent time alone. It wasn’t because my family and church 
don’t affirm me or because I’m in the closet. I was alone because Good Friday is a time 
for silence, for solitude, and for searching. On Good Friday, I spent time alone.
I prayed for myself in the desert wilderness of life. I prayed for many of you as you 
prepared to gather in Tampa. I prayed for people everywhere who know what it is like 
to be alone.

And I was with Jesus Christ, who knows what is like to be alone.

Will Green is a local pastor serving St. 
Nicholas UMC in Hull, Massachusetts and 
is in the ordination process in the New Eng-
land Annual Conference. The Rev. Will Green. 

Photo Courtesy of  umc.org
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language that wedge away compassion with 
judgment; roots of “chosenness” that blind 
me to our common humanity, lead me 
to blame the victim, and to judge others.  

You will decide who may be a disciple of 
Jesus Christ in the UMC, and who may not.

This Great Commandment lens for 
scripture study compels me to wrestle 
with my own longings and the authority 
God’s word has in my life. Do I love my 
neighbor? Am I being a faithful disciple? 
Do I dive deeper than my own desires 
and trust Jesus to pull me through this 
struggle into new life? As I repent and 
turn God-ward again, I love anew, afresh, 
abundantly. God creates a clean heart in me.

As a gay man, it is a particular challenge 
be a disciple in the church when church 
policies violate the head and heart teaching 
of Jesus. Current United Methodist Church 
policies abandon lesbian and gay persons, 
but Jesus does not. Celibacy will not 
save me. Pretending heterosexuality will 
not save me. The purity Jesus demands 
is body, head, and heart—all your 
heart, might, and soul.  Jesus saves me.

John Wesley challenges us to both 
personal and social holiness in the parable 
of the Good Samaritan. The story begs 
larger questions: “Why isn’t the road to 
Jericho a safe journey? What conditions 
made an assault the choice of action? What 
can we do to change those conditions?”  

RULES, continued from page 1

and to prevent committees from meeting 
when the plenary meets (lines 842-844).

The printed agenda (pages 6-7) il-
lustrates how this will work out be-
tween Wednesday and Saturday.
This, apparently, limits the official time that 
legislative committees can meet to 23 hours 
(do the math, and don’t forget scheduled 
recesses). However, the Plan will still say 
that “legislative committees shall meet … 
at such other times as the committees may 
determine …” (lines 839-842). Even if that 
loophole is closed by amendment, noth-
ing can prevent delegates from doing work 
unofficially and bringing it to the plenary 
during the second week, as long as they can 
collect 20 signatures (see lines 1474-1483).

Streamlined parliamentary process
Confusion around voting “yes” to ac-

cept a committee’s “no” will not affect us 
this time, because the “non-concurrence 
consent calendar” will not be voted on, 
except if 20 people lift an item (lines 1446, 
1449, 1468-1473, 1503-1504). In addi-
tion, we will no longer “perfect” a mi-
nority report or substitute motion, then 
“perfect” a committee’s report, then vote 
on each—another confusing procedure 
(lines 1346-1364, 1380-1385, 1388-1393).
These changes will improve the flow of busi-
ness and reduce the chances that people will 
record a vote in a way opposite their intent.

Other changes seemed minor to us, but 
it’s difficult to predict what people can do 
with even minor changes. Let’s pray that 
every change we make, great or small, will 
please God and empower those who have 
been relegated to the margins of our church.

Rev. Tim Riss is pastor of the Hicksville, 
NY, United Methodist Church, and is a 
member of the Board of Global Ministries. 

HOLY, continued from page 1

Do We Make Disciples? 

Rev. Wesley White is a retired elder from the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference, and has been a 
long-time active member of the MFSA. 

Photo Credit  Mike DuBose, courtesy of 
UMNS

“This is about relationships and loving each other across our differences of experience, theology 
and religious traditions. It does not allow us to discount a person as being a true disciple because 
their gift and call is different from the majority.” 

We claim the mission of the Church 
is to “make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world.” But 
there are other commandments of Je-
sus and his affirmation of a deeply pro-
phetic understanding that need to be 
front and center at General Conference.

First, “Love One Another . . . This is 

how all will know that you’re my disciples: 
that you truly love one another” [John 
13:34-35]. This is about relationships and 
loving each other across our differences 
of experience, theology and religious tra-
ditions. It does not allow us to discount 
a person as being a true disciple because 
their gift and call is different from the ma-
jority. When we don’t give evidence of lov-
ing one another here at General Confer-
ence, our legislation will take power away 
from our stated intent to “make disciples.”

Second, “Love Your Neighbor . . . show 
compassion, show mercy” [Luke 10:36-37]. 
This is a test of how well we are loving God 
with all our heart, soul, strength ,and mind. 
When we make hard and fast rules about 
who is in and who is out of relationship 
with us (note the hard-line petitions re-

garding abortion, GLBT community, death 
penalty, and the like), we are showing our 
distrust of God’s compassion and mercy for 
people beyond our own. The work of Gen-
eral Conference is to give evidence that in-
dividual members and congregations love 
their neighbor, all their neighbors. Without 
such encouraging legislation, our attempts 

to make disciples are both noticeably 
false and fall short of being convincing.

Third, “I desire mercy and not sacri-
fice...when this is known the guiltless are 
not condemned” [Matthew 12:7]. The best 
model we can give the world is mercy-
-premeditated mercy, even. Our expecta-
tion is the turning of those the Holy Spirit 
has been working with toward Jesus’ Way 
to Love God, Love Neighbor, Love Self, 
Love One Another, and to even Love En-
emies. Though this is a most difficult and 
excellent way for us to encourage, with the 
help of Jesus ,who loves such a contentious 
church and such weak members, we can 
find ways to show God’s expansive and ex-
panding love for all creation, all peoples.

Our General Conference work must re-
veal discipleship through our evident love 

by Wesley White

of one another, as different and difficult as 
we can be for one another. Our work is, 
further, to legislate in such a way that our 
love for our neighbors becomes clearer and 
clearer. We are to do both of these actions 
through the spiritual temperament or qual-
ity of mercy as God has had mercy on us.
There are those who may become dis-

ciples who are paying attention to our 
work together. Let us encourage them.

You will decide if you will challenge violence 
against LGBT people or pass us by on the road.

Today, the chance of being beaten and 
left by the road if you are LGBT are very 
real. The conditions encouraged by current 
anti-gay policies foster violence. Lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgender persons 
experience extreme acts of violence by 
perpetrators who often cite their Christian 
faith as justification. Did you know that the 
Ku Klux Klan marched at Lake Junaluska 
when United Methodists who support full 
inclusion held a revival? Did you know 
that in 70 countries across the world you 
can be imprisoned for who you love and 
how you express your gender? Many of 
those countries have United Methodist 
Churches. Where are their voices 
expressing love for their LGBT neighbor? 

In the United States, murders of 
LGBT people is marked by extreme 
violence—mutilation, torture, 
dismemberment, dozens of stab wounds, 
etc. Where are the church voices?

Young people commit suicide. They 
see death as the only option when 
wholeness is denied.  Lives are at stake. 
As disciples who are to be known by our 
love, how do we keep policies which 
amplify silence, discrimination, bullying, 
assault, rape, incarceration, suicide and 
execution? Where are the church voices?

You will decide the future 
of our church and our world.

In Tampa, we have the opportunity 
to make the road to Jericho safer for 
some of God’s children who are at most 

The Rev. Troy Plummer is the executive 
director of the Reconciling Ministries Network 
and a former pastor at Bering Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Houston, 
Texas, where he provided psychotherapy and 
support to families living with HIV/AIDS. 

risk around the world and in our own 
neighborhoods and schools.  We have 
the chance to practice personal and 
social holiness, to review what needs 
repentance within ourselves and to change 
the conditions that give permission to be 
silent, to pass by, to judge, and to be violent. 

Once our opening holy conversation on 
human sexuality is concluded, delegates 
will then move into legislative sections 
and plenary sessions. People around the 
world are praying that you join members of 
Lutheran, Presbyterian, and Episcopalian 
traditions by the following actions:
Follow the clear leading of the Holy Spirit to:
• Remove barriers to new 

disciples through membership 
and transfer of membership; 

• Receive spirit-filled leadership by 
qualified lesbian and gay clergy;

• Celebrate all our faithful families through 
blessings from clergy in our churches; 

• Condemn violence and 
criminalization of sexual 
orientation and gender expression.

You can be a part of making the road to Jericho 
safe. Won’t you help the church take the 
lumber from its own eye, forsake judgment 
and turn towards love and grace of Jesus?

International delegates give a show of hands during an orientation session for the 2012 United Methodist General Conference in Tampa, Fla. 
A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose.

As we continue to transform our 
church and world into the full 
expression of Christ’s inclusive 
love ,we are physically trans-
forming the fence around the 
Tabernacle into a prayer wall. 

Just as the Good Samaritan 
bound the wounds of the per-
son who fell among robbers, our 
prayers and witness offer heal-
ing and hope to our world over-
run with physical and spiritual 
violence. Reconciling churches, 
communities, campus minis-
tries and individuals are send-
ing in fabric prayer strips for the 
Love Your Neighbor prayer wall. 

Come to the Tabernacle to 
read and to add your prayer 
to the Prayer Wall. No mat-
ter where you are, pray for the 
church to affirm the full di-
versity of God’s beloved crea-
tures--human beings--that we 
might rise to the call to love 
God and love our neighbor.

The Love Your Neighbor 
Tabernacle needs your 

prayers...Literally!
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Church Vitality and the Toxic UMC

Reading the Church Systems Task Force 
report, either online or in the Advance 

Daily Christian Advocate, should be a pri-
ority for everyone preparing to participate 
in or observe the 2012 General Conference.

This innocuously named study report 
does what Call to Action, the Connec-
tional Table/Interim Operations Team 
proposal, and the Ministry Study don’t. 
Church Systems paints an accurate and 
highly disturbing portrait of The United 
Methodist Church as a toxic workplace 
for the very people we’re expecting to lead 
us to “vitality:” our beleaguered clergy.

Of everything I’ve read in prepara-
tion for General Conference, the Church 
Systems report is the one study that truly 
breaks my heart and fires my outrage. 
In the immortal words of Peter Finch as 
TV newsman Howard Beale in the 1976 
movie “Network,” I’m as mad as hell, 
and I’m not going to take this anymore.

Twenty years ago, when I became a 
United Methodist Certified Lay Speaker, 
my mentors and instructors in Lay Speak-
ing Ministries drummed one paramount 

Cynthia Astle is project coordinator of 
United Methodist Insight, UM-Insight.
net, an educational project conceived and 
developed by United Methodists profoundly 
concerned about the future of our global 
denomination. This article originally pub-
lished in UM-Insight.net, http://um-insight.
net/articles/church-vitality-and-the-toxic-
umc.

by Cynthia B. Astle principle into my head: Lay Speakers are to 
be partners, not competitors, with clergy to 
do the Lord’s work. That’s what I’ve tried do 
with every pastor with whom I’ve served.

Along with many other Lay Speakers 
across the denomination, I’ve been very 
clear that I’m called to the Christian vo-
cation of general, not set-apart, ministry, 
also known as the ministry of the bap-
tized. But my Lay Speaker training helped 
me clarify that I should always be willing 
to do whatever I can to support our clergy 
in those tasks that don’t require ordina-
tion to Word, Sacrament and Order for 
elders or Word and Service for deacons.

That’s why reading the Church Systems 
report has me both lamenting and raging 
at The United Methodist Church. We’ve 
asked our clergy to do monumental, almost 
impossible, tasks for low pay with little 
emotional support and job instability while 
we’ve saddled them with monstrous educa-
tional debt for the privilege of ordination. 
We knew this anecdotally, but now we have 
definitive proof in research that goes far be-
yond the questionable data of other studies.

And now the Ministry Study wants to 
take away clergy’s job security by elimi-
nating guaranteed appointment as a way 
to weed out ineffective clergy? To punish 

all our clergy for those who fail in a sys-
tem that’s literally built for failure? Where 
is the sense, the justice in that proposal?
It’s no wonder that so many United Meth-
odist clergy suffer physical and mental 
health problems, broken marriages, finan-
cial disaster, loss of self-esteem, and vo-
cational despair. We United Methodists 
in the United States have allowed a toxic 
workplace to exist that captures our cler-
gy in religious slavery. Even with so many 
adverse social influences affecting pub-
lic trust of religion today, must we really 
wonder why the U.S. church has no spiri-
tual vitality when this is how we treat our 
spiritual leaders? Merciful God in Heaven!
If I were a General Conference delegate 
(which I am not, thanks be to God!), I 
would endorse the recommendations of the 
Church Systems Study without amendment 
and with complete confidence. My fear as 
a longtime General Conference observer 
is that this truly vital study will be either 
dismissed or mangled amid the legislative 
battles over Call to Action, CT/IOT re-
structure, Ministry Study and social issues.

In my opinion, as a committed partner 
to our clergy, General Conference can do 
nothing more Christ-like in its delibera-
tions than to adopt the Church Systems 

Study and its legislative recommendations 
by acclamation without debate. It is pro-
phetic in the truest sense of the word, for 
it’s shouting that we’re killing our leader-
ship with an environment that is nothing 
like the abundant life that Jesus promises.

Bishop Deborah Lieder Kiesey of the 
Dakotas Conference had a vision: a trip 
for women bishops to the Middle East that 
would “allow us to stand in solidarity with, 
and work alongside those women who 
are daily working to bring about peace.” 

In November 2011, she and nine other 
women bishops from four different denom-
inations made the trip. Over the course of 
10 days, they found themselves moved by 
the stories of Israeli and Palestinian women 
of many faiths overcoming barriers of sep-
aration--political, cultural and physical--to 
work for peace and justice in the Holy Land.

They named their journey “Women to 
Women: A Pilgrimage for Understanding 
and Peace,” and on returning home, they col-
lectively promised to take specific actions in 
response to what they had seen and heard.  

At a press conference yesterday, held at 
the site of the 2012 General Conference 
in Tampa, Fla., the five United Methodist 

by M. Theresa Basile

“Women to Women” Bishops Give Message for All of Us

M. Theresa Basile has been an leader in 
MFSA for years and is working with United 
Methodist Kairos Response (UMKR) on 
issues of justice and peace for the people of 
Israel/Palestine. She is a part of the Coali-
tion Love Your Neighbor News team.

Bishop Deborah L. Kiesey, Dakotas
Photo Courtesy of umc.org

bishops who participated in that trip bore 
witness to what they had seen and learned. 
In a joint statement, these bishops pledged 
themselves to ongoing prayer, organizing 
pilgrimages for young adults, educating the 
church at large, and “speaking truth to power.” 

In addition, and particularly relevant 
for the General Conference this qua-
drennium, they said they want to “iden-
tify ways our churches and country are 
complicit with oppression in the region.” 

Bishop Mary Ann Swenson of the Cali-
fornia-Pacific Annual Conference made it 
clear she is personally committed to help-
ing pass Resolution #21071, which calls 
for an end to United Methodist invest-
ments in companies that help sustain the 
illegal occupation of Palestinian lands. 

Bishop Swenson declared, “After seeing 
the conditions that Palestinians are living 
under and talking with members of the 
Palestinian Christian community, as well 

as our own United Methodist missionaries 
there, I believe our church must stand in sol-
idarity with our fellow Christians and take 
nonviolent actions, such as they have rec-
ommended, in selective divestment, to help 
bring an end to this crushing occupation.”

United Methodist Bishops Violet 
Fisher, Deborah Kiesey, Jane Middleton, 
Mary Ann Swenson and Hope Morgan 
Ward all took part in the press conference.

On behalf of the Reconciling Ministries Network, busy mobilizing United 
Methodists of all sexual orientations and gender identities to transform 
our Church and world into the full expression of Christ’s inclusive love, 
I join others in welcoming you to the potentially sacred work of General 
Conference. Whether a delegate, a Bishop, an agency employee or an ad-
vocate, the days ahead require resilience and courage. Yes, courage.
Eugene Peterson’s translation of Psalm 27:13-14 has joined the yellowed 
NIV version posted on my monitor 16 years ago.

Side by side, they enlarge the Word. As is often the case, Peterson’s version speaks to an active disciple-
ship, not a passive one. Invited to stay with God, who is actively “making all things new” (Rev. 21:5), 
the psalmist admonishes us “Don’t quit!”
It’s an encouragement we need to hear as we once again come as we promised to do, to resist “evil, 
injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves;” even, and perhaps especially, 
when they are found in the church.
Believing that all of humankind is made in the image of God and are beloved children of God, we 
invite you to Love Your Neighbor as we seek to remove the exclusionary and harmful language added 
to the Discipline by the 1976 General Conference that requires us to discriminate against lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender persons, and diminishes the church’s witness to the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 
Spoken, unspoken, visual, sung, and danced prayers will be lifted for you in these days together. Take 
courage. Don’t quit. Stay with God.

Rev. Dr. Bonnie Beckonchrist
RMN Board, chair

I believe that I shall see the goodness
     of the Lord in the land of the living
Wait for the Lord; 
     be strong and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!      NIV 

I’m sure now I’ll see God’s goodness 
     in the exuberant earth. 
Stay with God! 
     Take heart. Don’t quit. 
I’ll say it again.  Stay with God.          The Message 

Dear beloved children of our Creator:

The members of the Native American Interna-
tional Caucus welcome you to Tampa and the 
General Conference. Native Peoples welcome you 
to this land that Native peoples called home for 
thousands of years. 

We are all blessed to share this earth together. As 
we worship, share holy conferencing, debate, vote, and even share a service of repentance, 
we invite you to meditate on John Wesley’s three simple rules, “Do good, do no harm and 
stay in love with God.”

As we make our decisions, instead of asking, “What would Jesus do,” I urge you to think 
about what Jesus told us to do--love our neighbor, treat the poor, the naked, and the hun-
gry as if they were Jesus himself. 

May we be blessed by the sea, moved by the breeze, and warmed in our hearts by both 
our Florida setting and by the water of our baptism, the movement of the Holy Spirit, and 
the revival of our spirits.

In the name of the Christ who brings us together,

Dr. Anne Marshall
Chair, NAIC

Welcome to Tampa!

Cynthia B. Astle
Photo courtesy of Cynthia B. Astle
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love makes a family

“I was the first openly gay Orthodox rabbi to come out publicly. 

When I first acknowledged to myself that I might be gay, I went to a right wing orthodox rabbi outside of my more moderate orthodox com-
munity. I said, “Master, I’m attracted to both men and women. What should I do?” He said in Hebrew, “My dear one, you have twice the 

power of love. Use it carefully.” 

We recently moved to Ohio with our young baby daughter. In Cincinnati, one synagogue will not allow us to sponsor a Kiddush or lead 
services, and the other won’t even let us walk in the door. 

Here is what I tell other rabbis to say to a teenager who comes to them for guidance and asks, “I know I’m gay. What does G-d want for 
me?” The most important thing is to tell this youth is that he or she can have a great life guided by both religious and moral sensibilities. 

G-d will be at peace with him or her. This teenager can lead a good rich life in the service of the community, family, and G-d.”

—Rabbi Steve Greenberg


