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A broad coalition of individuals 
from many perspectives--con-

servative, moderate, and progressives 
from across the global United Method-
ist church--have come together to sup-
port a slate of nomi-
nees for the Judicial 
Council elections.
These Judicial Council 
candidates have been 
nominated by the 
Council of Bishops and 
are being recommend-
ed by this group of 
politically unaffiliated 
individuals. These can-
didates demonstrate 
integrity, fairness, and 
competence, and they 
bring no personal 
agendas to their work.
The group encourages 
delegates to vote for 
the following people:

Laity:
Beth Capen -- an at-
torney in Kingston, 
New York; a returning 
and respected member 
of the Council.
N. Oswald Tweh, Jr. 
-- a respected member 
of the Liberian Bar and 
New York State Bar.

Candidates to Support for Judicial Council
Alternates: Sandra Lutz --Board Mem-
ber of the Methodist Theological School in 
Ohio, an multiple-time delegate to General 
Conference.
Randall Miller -- chair of the General 

Commission on the General Conference 
and former co-director of NYMO.

Clergy:
Susan Henry-Crowe -- Dean of the Cha-

pel and Religious 
Life at Emory Uni-
versity, and a return-
ing member of the 
Council.
John “Jack” Har-
nish--senior pastor 
of the Birmingham 
(Mich.) United 
Methodist Church, 
and a published 
author.

Alternates:
Oyvind Helliesen 
-- respected district 
superintendent from 
Norway and Profes-
sor of United Meth-
odist polity.
Tim Bruster--pastor 
of First United Meth-
odist Church in Fort 
Worth, Texas, and 
experienced leader 
on matters of finance 
and administration.

Members of the 2008-2012 Judicial Council of The United Methodist Church pose for a 
photo following their presentation to the denomination’s 2008 General Conference in Fort 
Worth, Texas. From left are: Ruben Reyes, Dennis Blackwell, Kathi Austin-Mahle, Belton 
Joyner, Susan Henry-Crowe, Jon Gray, Angela Brown, Beth Capen and Bill Garrison. A 
UMNS photo by Neill Caldwell.

I have always longed to be a mother; 
it is the thing I have known longest 

about myself.
As a 16-year old, I was alone in my peer 

group in my desire to bear children. Now, 
10 years later, I can hardly bear to wait any 
longer to start my own family.

And I have every intention of raising my 
children in The United Methodist Church, 
a church I expect to love all children un-
conditionally, even when the world wishes 
to do them harm. I expect the church to be 
a place of respite, of protection and care for 
them.

While women have made great strides, 
our world today is still a dangerous place 
to be for women. Women and children are 
disproportionately represented among new 
cases of HIV/AIDS. A lack of gender par-
ity in pay across the globe leaves women to 
make difficult choices in feeding and caring 
for their families. And here in the United 
States, recent legislation about women’s 
reproductive rights, public debate about 
which has been dominated by male voic-
es, has threatened the health and safety of 
women.

There is a War on Women, and the 
church should be standing on the side of 
women’s health.

However, this General Conference’s at-
titude and actions toward women over the 
last several days calls into question our 
commitment to the health and wellbeing of 
women.

On day 5 of General Conference, we had 
yet to see a woman bishop presiding on the 
plenary floor.

The Anti-Woman Church
by Jamie Michaels

In the committee on superintendency, 
language referring to bishops has been 
overwhelmingly male.

And Friday morning in subcommittee, 
Church and Society B voted to remove the 
UMC from a moderate, well-respected, ec-
umenical and interreligious group: the Re-
ligious Coalition for Reproductive Choice 
(RCRC).

The RCRC, founded in the United Meth-
odist building on Capitol Hill in 1973 after 
the watershed Supreme Court case Roe V. 
Wade, has always existed to advocate for 
women’s rights to make choices that are 
good for their bodies, good for their lives, 
and most importantly, choices that are safe.

The removal of the UMC from this co-
alition represents nothing short of an attack 
on women’s health.

I have long since resigned myself to re-
main in this (often) anti-gay church. I don’t 
know if I can remain in a church that is an-
ti-woman. I certainly do not feel comfort-
able raising children in a church that may 
not advocate for their health and wellbeing.

Whether we will continue down this 
path in the plenary, remains to be seen. 
Will we unite as God’s church to live up to 
Jesus’ call to stand for the most vulnerable 

in our world?
Will we lift up in our policies what we 

often give lip-service to in our words and 
liturgies: that we value the life, health, and 
contributions of women equally to men?

Or will the church join the global War 
on Women, alienating me, my family, and 
women everywhere?

Will the church become anti-woman?

“I don’t know if I can remain in a 
church that is anti-woman.” 

– Jamie Michaels

Bishop Rosemarie Wenner blesses the ele-
ments for Holy Communion during opening 
worship. Is The United Methodist Church 
turning anti-woman? A UMNS photo by 
Mike DuBose.
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• General Board of Church and Society Dinner
Speaker: Tony Campolo
Location: Convention Center, Ballroom A
Time: 5:00 - 7:30 pm (sold out)

Wednesday, May 2, 2012

• Love Your Neighbor Lunch Speakers Series
David Weekley, Transgender Extension Ministry

• RMN Dance Rehearsal for all ages and abilities
Led by MOSAIC; all coalition members and friends welcome!
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 4:30 - 5:15 p.m.

• Daily Communion is provided by Affirmation
Officiants: Lyn Ellis and Laci Adams
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 5:15 p.m.

Thursday, May 3, 2012

• Love Your Neighbor Dance Event
All Day - watch for it!

• Love Your Neighbor Lunch Speakers Series
Albert Otshudi Long, Central Conference Delegate and young adult
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 12 noon

Love Your Neighbor News is produced by the Common Witness
Coalition during General Conference 2012.
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Calendar of Events
“Hope is the decision to which God always invites people.” Denise Priestley
God of opportunity, show us the possibilities for hope that you have surrounded us with.

• Love Your Neighbor Lunch Speakers Series
Rev. Alex Awad, Palestinian GBGM Missionary, Dean of Bethlehem Bible College 
and Dr. Dalit Baum, Israeli researcher and university lecturer, authority on corporate 
involvement in Israeli occupation
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 12 noon

• RMN Dance Rehearsal for all ages and abilities
Led by MOSAIC; all coalition members and friends welcome!
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 4:30 - 5:15 p.m.

• Daily Communion is provided by Affirmation
Officiant: Church within a Church
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 5:15 p.m.

• United Methodist Kairos Response (UMKR) Reception
Location: Convention Center, Room 24-25
Time 9:30 - 11:00 p.m.
The General Conference plenary will probably be discussing and deciding the question of 
divestment from the Occupation of Palestinian Land in this week. This is an opportunity 
for delegates to ask their questions about this legislation. Mee with UMKR representatives 
as well as Palestinian Christians and others leaders. Contact Emily McNeill: (585) 313-
8574

Tuesday, May 1, 2012

• Love Your Neighbor Lunch Speakers Series
Garlinda Burton, Beauty Maenzanise

• RMN Dance Rehearsal for all ages and abilities
Led by MOSAIC; all coalition members and friends welcome!
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 4:30 - 5:15 p.m.

• Daily Communion is provided by Affirmation
Officiant: Amy DeLong
Location: The Tabernacle
Time: 5:15 p.m.

Chaplains are here for you!
Affirmation: United Methhodists for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgen-

der, and Queer Concerns is providing a Chaplain hotline that is staffed 24 
hours a day until May 25.  Call 813-200-8860. The Revs. Walter Lockhart 
and Becky Sechrist will also be available at the Communion services in the

Tabernacle each evening at the beginning of the dinner break.

As Ellen DeGeneres choked up while 
she spoke directly to young people being 
bullied, her words of longing for their fu-
ture should be ours:

“Things will get better. You should be 
alive to see it.” 

I’m angry.
These suicides cannot be brushed away. 
Justin, Seth, Asher, Billy, Tyler, Ray-

mond. They should be alive to see it get 
better. 

My prayers go out to their families and 
friends. 

But my anger cannot be quenched by 
prayer and grief. Ellen had one more tell-
tale comment. “There are messages every-
where that validate...bullying and taunting.” 
Permission is given to be violent against 
gay kids. Permission to bully LGBT people 
starts long before the first taunt is hurled or 
fist is swung. Permission is given by silence 
over incidents that then escalate.

In our United Methodist life, permission 
is given systemically in policy. Saying that 
gay and lesbian people and Christianity are 
incompatible is violence.

From policy to pulpit to pew to parents 
to persons, this injustice creates bullies who 
believe their faith favors punishment of 
people for the “sin” of being born gay. 

“Love the sinner; hate the sin,” thought 
or spoken to folks over sexual orientation 
or gender identity, is violence. 

Yes, I’m angry. This climate creates bul-
lies who need little support to begin bash-
ing. A withheld hug, a hesitant consolation, 
a muted support, or plain silence, when our 

kids at home or in church are first treated 
differently make a fertile field for escalating 
violence.

We can make a difference all along the 
way. Do something.

In your church:
• Teach anti-bullying curriculum.
• Use Church and Society’s anti-ho-

mophobia curriculum.
• Rethink inclusion for your community 

and prevent violence: www.rethinkinclu-
sion.org.

• Prevent suicide now: read “After the 
Fact” by Wallingford United Methodist 
Church. Things will get better. You should 
be alive to see it.

Rev. Troy G. Plummer joined Reconciling 
Ministries Network as the executive director 
in November of 2003. RMN mobilizes Unit-
ed Methodists of all sexual orientations and 
gender identities to transform our Church 
and world into the full expression of Christ’s 
inclusive love. 

You Should Be Alive To See It
by Rev. Troy Plummer

Published originally at http://www.rmnblog.
org/2010/10/you-should-be-alive-to-see-it.
html
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My education about homosexuality in 
the church probably began with the United 
Presbyterian General Assembly in 1976. I 
had a unique perspective on that Assembly. 

I had been chosen as one of two Theo-
logians-in-Residence to work with com-
mittees of the Assembly to help them think 
theologically about the business that they 
were assigned. That 188th Assembly of the 
United Presbyterian Church (the North-
ern stream) in 1976 had received overtures 
from two presbyteries, New York City and 
Palisades, asking for “definitive guidance” 
on whether it was appropriate to ordain a 
person who was well qualified in every part 
of the trials for ordination but was, in the 
language of 1976, a “self- affirming, practic-
ing homosexual.” 

As part of my theologian-in-residence 
duties, I was assigned to meet with a group 
of gay men, to help them develop their re-
sponse to the overtures. Prior to that I’m 
not aware of knowing any openly gay Pres-
byterians.

In that context, I met the person who 
was the test case to whom the overtures re-
ferred. His name was Bill Silver. He was a 
Phi Beta Kappa graduate of a Christian col-
lege and of Union Seminary in New York. 
He had been working for two years in a 
ministry of the arts and had been extended 
a call by the congregation with which he 
worked.

While that experience was not enough to 
overcome my general cultural bias against 
homosexuality, it got me thinking.

During this time, I recalled a profound 
experience from a previous summer. My 
wife Sharon and I celebrated our 35th wed-
ding anniversary in 1992 with a trip to 

A CHANGED HEART: My Education on Homosexuality
by Jack B. Rogers

CHANGED HEART, continued on page 6

Greece and Turkey given us by our eldest 
son and his wife. I had taught philosophy 
most of my adult life and I was excited to 
see the places where Plato and Aristotle 
walked and taught.

My surprise was that almost every-
where we went, the Apostle Paul kept 
popping up. One example was Corinth, a 
seaport town that, in its heyday, boasted 
every kind of sexuality. 

When you stand at the place where 
Paul was tried by the civil court, you 
look upward toward the AcroCorinth, a 
mountain on which was a temple to Aph-
rodite, a bisexual god/goddess. In ancient 
time, it was staffed by seven thousand 
prostitutes, male and female. You paid 
your money, had sex, and you had been 
to church. Here were sex and spirituality 
combined for profit.

I didn’t think much about homosexu-
ality that summer. It didn’t hit me until 
we began to study Scripture in the Task 
Force. That experience in Corinth be-
came a significant occasion for reflection 
on the meaning of the Bible. I began to 
study Romans 1 and 2 afresh. This Ro-
mans passage is considered by almost 
everyone to be the central biblical text re-
garding homosexuality.

I have become convinced that to pull 
the few statements about homosexuality 
out of Romans 1 and make them a uni-
versal law exactly denies the point that 
Paul is making. He wrote Romans from 
Corinth. I think he was remembering 
the AcroCorinth and saying: “That is 
the worst example of idolatry I have ever 
seen.” I would agree. Paul’s point is not 
about homosexuality, but idolatry, wor-

shipping false gods.
Paul is talking about idolatrous people 

engaged in prostitution. It is hardly fair to 
apply his judgment on them to Christian 
gay and lesbian people who are not idola-
ters and no more lustful than anyone else. 
It would be like using Howard Stern and 
Hugh Hefner as the norm for heterosexual 
males and saying that all of us are just like 
them. Sex can be used sinfully or redemp-
tively, whether you are gay or straight.

Paul goes on in Romans 1 to say that we 
are all guilty of sins just as bad as the idola-
try on the AcroCorinth. We have all com-
mitted sins that in God’s eyes are worthy of 
death. In verses 29-31, Paul lists 15 sins that 
cover all of us, including envy, gossip, and 
foolishness. 

Then, in chapter 2, he confronts us: 
“Therefore you have no excuse, whoever 
you are, when you judge others; for in pass-
ing judgment on another you condemn 
yourself, because you, the judge, are do-
ing the very same things” (Romans 2:1). I 
think that should apply to our relationship 
with lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people (LGBTs).

In chapter 3 Paul gives the solution to 
the problem he has posed: “Since all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Je-
sus” (Romans 3: 23-24). 

Justification comes by grace received 
through faith. That is the central insight of 
the Protestant Reformation. To turn Ro-
mans 1 into a law, condemning not the per-
vasive idolatry to which every one of us is 
susceptible, but only the sexual expression 
of one group of people, is to misrepresent 

Paul’s point. It turns the Protestant Refor-
mation upside down.

An evangelical conclusion from Romans 
1-2 would be that we are accepted by God 
individually, not as a class of people. No 
matter what we have done, we are accepted 
in grace because of what Jesus Christ has 
done for our salvation. As forgiven sinners 
we are called to submit all of our relation-
ships, including our sexuality, to God who 
alone is capable of judging us.

Homosexual behavior, as such, is not 
sinful. It is simply the appropriate way for 
persons of same-gender orientation to ex-
press their need for intimacy. For either gay 
or straight people, the Christian standard 
is that the best way for sexual intimacy to 
be expressed is through a life-long commit-
ment to one partner. That puts heterosexu-
als and homosexuals on even ground.

I’ve heard the claim whispered by 
straight people that gays are inherently pro-
miscuous and incapable of stable relation-
ships. That is simply not true. Again, we 
need to focus on the behavior of Christian 
people, not on the most extreme case we 
can think of. 

I met a gay couple who had been togeth-
er for 47 years. I have met couples that have 
celebrated more than 20 years together, and 
many, indeed most, who have good records 
of long-term relationships with the same 
partner. That is remarkable in a culture that 
does everything possible to discourage sta-
ble, long-term, gay relationships.

I had often said that I could not change 
my negative attitude toward homosexual-
ity unless I was convinced by Scripture. I 

So, here I am, Tampa, 2012, as the Gen-
eral Conference gears up yet again  to de-
bate my life and “decide” if who I am is 
compatible with Christianity.

It started 47 years ago in Santo Domin-
go, Dominican Republic, where I was born 
and raised in an evangelical family. I could 
not wait for 6 p.m. on Sundays when we 
would go to my favorite service, Holy Com-
munion, and sing our hearts out.

Everything was picture perfect. I was ex-
pected to follow in my father’s steps. Prom-
inent Biblical scholar, amazing preacher, 
distinguished diplomat, educator and poli-
tician.

My first sermons were delivered with 
much trembling and received with surpris-
ing gratitude and affirmation. I was encour-
aged in this path and later became a deacon 
in my congregation.

In the middle of it all, I had my first 
crush. Pretty natural for a 14-year old, ex-
cept it was on a classmate...in an all-boys 
school.

What followed was a private hell of 
desperate prayers and clever self-imposed 
mini-programs designed to change myself 
into who I thought God wanted me to be.

There was a program for learning how 
to “walk like a man,” another program to 
deepen my voice, a program to learn what 
to do on a date with women.

Yet, no matter how much I prayed and 
“practiced,” things remained the same. 

One day, at the end of my rope, asking 
God to change me, I heard an inner voice 
that said “OK, but if I take that part out 
there are other parts that will also need to 
go.” 

That’s when I saw how everything that 
I am is linked together: my creativity, my 
spirituality, my sense of wonder, my kind-
ness.

Gay and United Methodist: I Know that God Loves Me
by Jorge Lockward My “gayness” was not an appendage that 

could be severed; it was integral to my be-
ing. In that moment, I experienced the love 
of God, in a fresh new way. Before then, 
I knew that God loved people, but at that 
moment, I knew that God loved me.

On that day I was born again.
Moving to New York brought about a 

return to the Methodist roots of my grand-
father. The “gay” thing was a still a secret 
but no longer the heavy burden it was in 
my teen years. Slowly, I came out--first to 
close, supportive friends, then to family 
and eventually to the church.

In 2000, I experienced my first General 
Conference. For some it was a disaster for 
gay rights; for me it was an exhilarating 
ride. 

Leading people in song as we marched 
on the streets Cleveland, seeing bishops go 
to jail because of their commitment to gay 
rights, their commitment to me, was some-
thing I never dreamed possible. 

The 2004 General Conference in Pitts-
burgh was a mixed bag: I was a part of the 
music and worship team which severely 
limited my witness.

Fort Worth 2008 was great. I was elected 
a delegate from New York and was able to 
speak from the floor of General Conference 
on behalf of the ordination of gay and les-
bians persons (check me out on Youtube). 

We were so close...the committee 
brought a recommendation to eliminate 
discriminatory language but the full house 
voted it down by a slim margin.

And now, here I am, in Tampa, once 
again elected to be a delegate from the New 
York area. 

We are marking 40 years of exclusion of 
gay people and arguing about why we are 
losing members. A few days ago we had 
“holy conversations” in small groups meant 
to open dialogue among delegates on this 
matter. A sister delegate from Sierra Leone 

said, “I just don’t know how to even start 
speaking about this ‘thing.’”

I get it. She has not had the opportunity 
to see openly gay people in stable relation-
ships, raising children, worshipping to-
gether. She does not know parents who are 
proud of their gay children. The concept of 
a pastor who is gay is unthinkable to her.

So, what do I hope for in Tampa? It 
sounds petty and selfish, but primarily I 
hope to survive it. 

I hope to be given the inner strength to 
stay in relationship with people who see no 
problem in comparing who I am to a thief 
or a murderer.

But I hope for more. I hope for a mira-
cle of grace, for a moment when God does 
something we thought impossible.

My mentor, the Rev. Pedro Pirón, was 
the last person I came out to. He was just 
too important to me to risk. I waited until 

This article was originally published in the 
Huffington Post. Jorge Lockward is a Gen-
eral Conference delegate from New York. 

he was retired in Florida and very ill.
In his car after hearing me speak the 

difficult words “I am gay,” he looked at me 
long and said, “Yoryi, God has called you to 
be a prophet.”

Now I see that it was Pirón who proph-
esied that day -- that no one could separate 
me from the love of God and that by being 
myself, I can share that love of God with a 
hurting world.

The church is catching up with the Holy 
Spirit who moves among us and brings life 
to us all. I pray that no child will ever again 
wonder if God loves them because of who 
they love or how they express their gender. 
It is time to live into love.

Jorge Lockward. Photo by UMNS.
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Young United Methodists
React to Call to Action
by Mike Baughman

The Rev. Alissa Bertsch Johnson, a campus 
minister at Washington State University 
in Pullman, Wash., expresses her concerns 
over possible church restructuring during 
the 2012 United Methodist General Confer-
ence in Tampa, Fla. A UMNS photo by Mike 
DuBose.

Even as the Rev. Adam Hamilton argued 
for the Call to Action (CTA) reforms at 
General Conference last week, Twitter lit 
up with commentary from young people 
across the connection.

While there were supportive words, 
much of the reaction  was negative.

Josh Hale (@expatminister) observed 
from Texas: “I’m seeing lots of twitter chat-
ter that challenges tonight’s CTA propos-
al…& little that buys in.”

But interviews with young United Meth-
odists at General Conference provided a 
fuller, more nuanced reaction. And Ham-
ilton may have helped his cause by meeting 
with the younger attendees.

Perhaps because the CTA presentation 
focused on being able to minister with 
younger clergy and congregants, young 
adults felt they had cause to ask why they 
hadn’t been consulted more in designing 
the reforms themselves.

Several young Methodists felt talked 
about without being a part of the conversa-
tion.

Bethany Amey was one of four young 
persons selected to serve on the Call to Ac-
tion team, but said she did not feel that she 
or the others had a significant voice, espe-
cially in crafting legislation.

She agrees with many CTA goals, how-
ever. 

The sticking point is how the Interim 
Operations Team, a small group that in-
cluded Hamilton, took the broad mandate 
and turned it into specific proposals.

Amy Valdez-Barker, a young adult CTA 
member who presented alongside Hamil-
ton, had a positive experience serving on 
the CTA team. Still, she acknowledged, 
“Representation is difficult. …. No one can 

As the events of the past months remind 
us, discrimination based upon race, ethnic-
ity, and religion remains present and alive 
in the United States and in our world. 

From the heartbreaking execution of 
Troy Davis and the murder of Trayvon 
Martin, to the continued occupation in the 
Middle East, the headlines are full of stories 
that threaten to overwhelm our hope and 
our faith in a grace-filled and loving God. 

Such racism and discrimination is not 
always black and white – neither in its basis 
upon skin color nor in its media presence. 

Working with underprivileged German 
and immigrant children and youth at an 
after-school program hosted by a United 
Methodist Church in Berlin, Germany, I 
am daily reminded of the complexities and 
intricacies of racism and privilege that al-
low such systems and individual inequali-
ties to perpetuate. 

The kids with whom I work are largely 
of Turkish, Arab, and Roma background, 
and most have been born and raised here 
in the capital of Germany but often know 
little about the city beyond the one square 
kilometer block where the Salem United 
Methodist Church is located.

As a result of their ethnicity, citizenship, 
and religion, they are largely “othered” by 
Berlin and German politicians and citizens. 
They are forced to attend poorly staffed and 
dilapidated schools, where it is expected 
from the beginning of first grade that these 
children will neither attend university nor 
achieve anything outstanding in their lives. 

However, this oppression is not only 
maintained by and reflected in the politi-
cal and educational systems, but is already 
evident among the kids themselves.

Fights will break out on the playground 

It Isn’t Always Black and White

by Michelle Dromgold

Heather Cochran lives her life to reflect 
what late spiritual leader and peace activist 
Mahatma Gandhi once said: “You must be 
the change you wish to see in the world.”

Indeed, when she was 18 years old, Co-
chran began making great strides in living 
that change.

Since she was 8 years old, she has been 
a member of Black Methodists for Church 
Renewal. At age 16, she was chosen by the 
national BMCR caucus to represent them 
on the Division of Ministries with Young 
People of the General Board of Disciple-
ship of the United Methodist Church, a po-
sition she will hold through 2012.

She has served on the Curriculum Re-
source Committee for the General Board 
since 2008. And she has been a lay speaker 
at her church, Edisto Fork United Method-
ist Church in Orangeburg, South Carolina.

“What’s driving me is the fact that 
BMCR, with it being a caucus, a lot of peo-
ple don’t really know about it in the Gen-
eral Board,” Cochran said. “It’s not going 
to change overnight, but you can focus and 
strive for what you want. I want the General 
Board and DMYP to know about BMCR 
and know the things we do.”

After all, she said, the main goal of any 
UMC entity – caucus, division or ministry 
– is to bring people to Christ and make dis-
ciples.

And it’s our job as servants to make these 
entities the most effective they can be in or-
der to accomplish that, she added.

Most people who serve on the DMYP 
are elected through the jurisdictional pro-

Youth Profile: Heather Cochran
BMCR Rep. to Division of Ministries with Young People

by Jessica Connor

This article originally published Oct. 2010 
in the South Carolina Christian Advocate. 
Jessica Conner is the editor.

represent everyone else of her age, her gen-
der and her ethnicity.”

Concerns about equitable representa-
tion for ethnic groups continue among 
young adults UMs—both from within and 
outside the United States.

Earlie Pasion, past president of the Unit-
ed Methodist Youth Fellowship in the Phil-
ippines and now a seminary student, said 
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across the street from the church based on 
incidents that have occurred between the 
differing ethnic and racial groups. 

Additionally, such violence will often 
be targeted at the children with little or no 
family support and those who are friend-
less at school and on the playground. These 
simple acts of violence among mere 10- and 
12-year olds illustrate how easily the act of 
“othering” based upon race or ethnicity or 
religion or social status can be re-initiated, 
ingrained, and become systematic within 
our society. 

When mere children already live within 
and contribute to this systemic racism, how 
can such a cycle be broken? 

While racism continues to dominate 
our society, the topic of race and racism is 
too often cast aside as invisible, just as the 
narrator of Ralph Ellison’s “Invisible Man” 
explains in its opening lines: “I am an in-
visible man…. I am invisible, understand, 
simply because people refuse to see me…
That invisibility to which I refer occurs be-
cause of a peculiar disposition of the eyes of 
those with whom I come in contact.” 

We need more opportunities to make 
race visible, to discuss race in the public 
realm, and to dialogue about the conse-
quences of racism in our own daily actions 
and perceptions, in the acts of children, in 
the decisions of government officials, and 
in the judgments of innocence and guilt in 
the courtroom. 

As United Methodists, the Social Prin-
ciples call us to additionally recognize that 
“racism includes both personal and insti-
tutional racism,” and to “recognize racism 

BLACK &WHITE, cont. on page 6

cess, but the caucus groups, like BMCR, 
also send representation.

The Rev. Hayes Gainey, coordinator of 
the South Carolina Chapter of BMCR, rec-
ommended Cochran for the DMYP slot on 
behalf of BMCR.

“I recommended Heather because she 
was a young lady who was very mature as a 
Christian for her age and who had a wealth 

of energy to serve in any capacity, and she 
had a love for young people in the church 
implementing ministries to meet them 
where they are,” Gainey said. “As we con-
tinue to watch Heather develop, we see she 
is a multitalented person who is visionary 

about where things are and where things 
can go.

“She is part of a group of young people 
who are not just the church for tomorrow 
but for today, as she reminds me from time 
to time.”

Kathy James, South Carolina Confer-
ence congregational specialist, agreed.

“Heather is a dynamic young woman,” 

James said. “Young people like Heather give 
me hope for the future of the United Meth-
odist Church.”

Cochran credits a solid upbringing from 
her mother with her drive to increase dis-
ciples and bring change.

“My mom was a single parent, and she 
raised both me and my sister, and she al-
ways told us that in everything we do, we 
must always remember where we came 
from and why we do what we do,” Cochran 
said.

“It’s not necessarily where you came 
from but where you’re going that makes a 
difference, but you should always remem-
ber where you came from. She always told 
us we could do anything we put our minds 
to. We can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens us, and I really believe 
that.”

When she first went to Nashville, Tenn., 
to represent BMCR on the DMYP, she 
knew it was an honor and that she would 
be meeting many different people.

But at her first meeting in August 2008, 
“I was pretty shocked.” There, she met peo-
ple from all over the world: translators for 
people from the Philippines, South Africa, 
Russia, Germany and more.

Representatives ranged from ages 13 to 
30, and she said the opportunity to serve 
has been “wonderful.”

“I would love in the next 10 years to be 
the chair of BMCR,” she said. “I think I 
would make a pretty good chair.”
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We’re Still Here 
 

by A Man in Texas 
  

Affirmation has been coming to 
General Conference for a long time. My first 
General Conference was in 2000 when those 
who strive for ‘doctrinal purity’ in the UMC 
declared that victory had decisively and 
decidedly been won by majority vote. We 
wouldn’t as a church need to ever look at the 
“homosexual” issue again.  

 
In 2004, Affirmation was here with much the same result. One of our members was confronted by a 

delegate and asked, “Why don’t you people just go away?”  Another person was confronted with, “Why don’t 
you read our Bible?”  Both delegates probably believed that question of homosexuality had been decided, or 
worse, didn’t need to be discussed at all, and the church would move on, issue settled, end of discussion, period. 
In 2008, the votes went against us again. However, the signs of hope were everywhere. More people stood with 
us and wept with us than had at previous GCs. Many people joined us outside the convention center as we 
celebrated a marriage on the closing day of General Conference. 
 

In 2012, we are back. Why?  Because majority vote won’t change anyone’s sexual orientation. Nor will 
it change the in-born gender identity of a transgender person. And majority vote will never separate us from the 
love of God. 
 

What words do we need to use to make people understand?  We didn’t choose this. We didn’t choose to 
be born lesbian or gay or bisexual or transgender. It’s not a decision made after birth. God created us this way. 
And no, we’re not saying God made any mistakes. We certainly don’t understand everything in God’s 
magnificent creation. 
 

So here we are again. Telling the truth about ourselves to ears that are beginning to hear, and eyes that 
are beginning to see, and hearts and minds that are starting to creak open like a rusty door.  
I know the effort we put forth here is worth it because there are lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender children 
being born into the church, and being baptized every Sunday. Our young people work on their confirmation 
class materials and go to UMYF and hear interpretations of  the Bible they got at confirmation that frighten 
them. They wonder if God cares about them, whether their parents will kick them out of the house, whether 
their classmates and teachers will bully them because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. They 
wonder if suicide is better than being rejected by everyone they know. 
So we are still here. We say to our young people what the church has yet to say, “God loves you just the way 
you are.” 
 

It is time to end the judgmentalism and work on loving our neighbors regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. This year, let us vote for truth telling. Let us vote for love.  
 

We are still here. We always will be here. 
 

A Place for All
by Rev. Dr. Evelyn R. McDonald

On July 26, 1990, President George H. 
W. Bush signed into law The Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 

Unfortunately, churches were not man-
dated to become accessible. What this has 
done is to leave outside the walls of our 
churches millions of people. (Accurate 
world–wide statistics are not yet  available 
according to the World Bank.) 

The latest statistics from the Census bu-
reau tell us that 1 in 5 Americans have a 
disability and less than half attend church 
even once a month. In case one believes 
that only those over 65 are disabled, statis-
tics say that 5.8% of those 5-15, and 19% of 
ages 16-64 live with a disabling condition. 

So what are we doing at this year’s Gen-
eral Conference, how are we addressing the 
largest minority group—those with dis-
abilities?

For the most part I was dismayed at the 
lack of attention the Church is giving to 
those with disabilities. 

Only three major pieces of legislation 
seem to be coming forth. One is a change 
in language from saying “incapacity leave” 
“to “medical leave,” and changing “incapac-
itated” to  those with a “disability.” 

A second proposal is to designate a Sun-
day as Disability Awareness with a percent-

age of the offering staying in the Confer-
ence where it was collected.

The third major legislation is troubling 
to me. It has to do with receiving disability 
benefits and comes from Finance and Ad-
ministration. 

This is a complicated piece to under-
stand if you are not versed in insurance 
language. One point was a change to long-
term disability benefits for those with men-
tal illness. If this passes, my perception is 
that for many there will be a limit of two 
years of benefits for those with “less severe 
mental health claims.” 

While there was wording that this would 
be determined by the standards coming 
from the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion, it seemed unclear as to who had the 
ultimate power to determine if someone 
was eligible for more than two years of ben-
efits.

I understand this is a financial issue 
and an attempt to control increasing costs. 
Within this framework there is a “back-to-
work” incentive which I believe has the po-
tential to be misused by those who do not 
understand or at times even believe in cer-
tain conditions that lead one to be unable 
to work.

I do not profess to have an absolutely 

clear understanding of all the proposed 
changes but I urge people to proceed with 
caution.

From Conferences comes the proposal 
that each Annual Conference in the 2012-
2016 quadrennium have one annual con-
ference with the central theme of disability 
awareness.

While this is a step, I long for us to be 
aware of the hidden and unspoken preju-
dice there is towards people who exhibit 
anything outside of what society considers 
“normal.” 

My perception is that we do not want 
to admit that even in new church designs 
there is, often, little consideration for those 
who may have mobility, hearing or sight is-
sues. Money is the most common reason 
given for this lack of attention. 

It is very disturbing to me that we are 
telling our sisters and brothers that they are 
not worthy to be able to come to the altar 
area, sing in many choirs, preach from the 
pulpit, read from the lectern, and in many 
cases even enter into our sanctuaries. 

Often I hear, “we do not have any one 
with a disability in our congregation.”  

That says it all!!

If we truly want to revitalize The Unit-

ed Methodist Church, particularly in the 
United States, then we must make sure that 
there is a place for everyone in the pew, at 
the altar, in our meetings, on our commit-
tees, and at the table. 

Evy McDonald is senior pastor of Grace 
United Methodist Church in Newburgh, NY. 
Her background in neurosurgical nursing 
and hospice helped her deal with a life-
threatening illness and to research Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis (ALS). She has 
published articles on simple living, health 
and wellness, and aligning values with life.
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This article, originally published in 2003, 
reprinted by permission from Covenant 
Network: http://covnetpres.org.

have now been convinced. I had to learn to 
be consistent in a gracious interpretation 
of Scripture, not just for myself, but for all 
people. I should not treat individual verses 
as universal laws, but understand them, as 
Calvin recommended, in their historical 
and cultural context. 

We will never have peace in this church 
until we apply the same hermeneutic, the 
same interpretation of Scripture, to all. 
Presently, we have a hermeneutic of grace 
for heterosexuals and a hermeneutic of law 
for homosexuals. I am calling for honesty 
and consistency in the proclamations and 
practices of our church. We need a consis-
tent interpretation of Scripture, one that 
applies equally to gays and straights. We 
need a consistent interpretation of our pol-
ity, one that applies equally to gays and 
straights.

My experience of knowing gay and les-
bian people, my study of the issues relat-
ed to homosexuality in the context of my 
home congregation, and my own study of 
Scripture have convinced me that loving 
homosexual expression between respon-
sible adults is not sinful as such.

 All of us should be judged by whether 
we express our sexuality in ways that are 

loving, respectful of our partners’ wishes, 
and contribute to our wholeness as people. 
The best way for all people, gay and straight, 
to express sexual intimacy is within the 
bounds of a covenant of commitment to 
another person for life. All people, gay or 
straight, deserve the support of the church 
in keeping that commitment.

For over 200 years, we refused the full 
privileges of membership in the United 
Presbyterian Church church to persons of 
color, women, and divorced and remarried 
people because we thought they were sin-
ning by affirming their full humanity. 

When we finally changed from proof-
texting our societal prejudice to looking 
at Scripture through the lens of Jesus’ life 
and ministry, we welcomed these people, 
and the church was enormously benefited. 
When we finally accept Christian homosex-
ual persons as full members of the church, 
as we will, we will be wonderfully blessed.

CHANGED HEART, cont. from page 3

Call to Action “does not acknowledge that 
we are a global church. The statistics are 
purely U.S.-based. Why would you put for-
ward a proposal that doesn’t consider the 
central conferences and the world in gen-
eral?”

Several young adults expressed frustra-
tion April 25 that church leaders haven’t 
engaged them—especially in social media 
venues.

The negative feedback, expressed via so-
cial media, prompted Hamilton to invite 
young United Methodists at General Con-
ference to meet with him early that after-
noon, in the main hall of the Tampa Con-
vention Center.

“I read all of the negative tweets last 
night,” he said. “I’m a big boy and I slept 
fine afterwards. … But I do care enough to 
call this meeting and try to talk some more.”

During the session, attended by almost 
100 young adults, Hamilton addressed 
questions about liability issues some say 
complicate agency restructuring. He also 
talked about strategic goals for CTA, and 
ways the reform initiative can be improved.

Afterward, some who had attended 
said they appreciated the opportunity and 
would like more dialogue with denomina-
tion leaders. Several participants tweeted 
their appreciation.

Alissa Bertch-Johnson, a campus min-
ister in the Pacific-Northwest conference 
who has served with general agencies, 
was among those who felt the session with 
Hamilton helped.

Bertch-Johnson’s concerns about the 
agency restructuring and other reform pro-
posals aren’t, however, completely allayed.

“It feels rushed,” she said of the IOT leg-
islation coming out of CTA. “We did this 
in nine months of panic mode and in this 
urgency we haven’t been able to create the 
space and time to really discern where the 
Holy Spirit is moving.”

The Rev. Jeremy Smith, who through his 
blog is a well-known online voice in UM 

YOUTH CTA, continued from page 4

The Rev. Mike Baughman is an ordained 
elder, social media coach and special con-
tributor to the United Methodist Reporter. 
Article reprinted by permission.

circles, was frustrated with the approach of 
last night’s presentation.

“The church thinks that the young peo-
ple will save the church, but actually the 
young people want to save the world,” he 
said. “If we can show them that the young 
people can save the world through the 
church, then young people will gladly be a 
part of the church.”

Christina Wright, a deacon from West 
Michigan, said the priority for her is not 
reversing the UMC’s numerical declines in 
the U.S. The pressing question, she said, is: 
“Does the church actually do the radical, 
world-transforming things at the core of 
Christianity?”

While other young adults expressed 
similar concerns, Ricky Harrison, lead 
lay delegate from the North Texas Annual 
Conference and a student at McMurry Uni-
versity, was far more upbeat.

“I was really impressed with the presen-
tation,” he said. “We cannot continue busi-
ness as usual.”

Katie McKay Simpson, an alternate cler-
gy delegate from Louisiana, felt much the 
same.

“The CTA is inwardly focused for a rea-
son,” she said. “Of course we need to reach 
out to the world, but we have to get our own 
body of Christ strengthened from time to 
time.”

That reflected Hamilton’s thinking – and 
his explanation to the group.

“My job was a miserable job,” he said of 
his address. “I got to be the oncologist who 
told the church that it had cancer. My goal 
was to scare the hell out of you and say I 
don’t want this to be your future…I wasn’t 
trying to give you hope.”

University Senate Elections Important for Faith Development

as sin and affirm the ultimate and temporal 
worth of all persons.” 

Rather than allowing our eyes to take a 
“peculiar disposition” to our own inadver-
tent racism and to systems that sustain ra-
cial discrimination, we are called to instead 
hold our gaze and stand steady to challenge 
individual acts of racial discrimination and 
perpetually oppressive systems based upon 
such discrimination; by gazing into the eyes 
of the other, of the invisible, we will find 
that we are not so different from the other.

And with such recognition, we can then 
extend our hand to all, a welcoming hand 

BLACK &WHITE, cont. from page 4

This article first published September 2011, 
on the blog, “OnFire: the young United 
Methodist Justice Movement ,” http://umon-
fire.blogspot.com/. Michelle Dromgold is 
a Mission Intern of the General Board of 
Global Ministries of the United Method-
ist Church. She is currently serving at the 
Kindertreff Delbrücke at the Salem Ge-
meinde in Berlin, Germany.

of friendship, a steady hand of solidarity, 
and an open, Christ-like hand of love. Let 
us do just that.

I am a product of the United Method-
ist Church. No, not just the potlucks and 
decoration gatherings that characterize the 
southern churches that raised me. 

I am also the product of two United 
Methodist-affiliated institutions of higher 
education. Though each is unique in their 
histories, practices, and approaches to 
education, their commitments to engaged 
learning and vital piety have created in me 
a heart for God’s world and God’s people, 
critically engaging with everyone and ev-
erything I encounter so as to leave the 
world a better place.

Though it’s easy for we United Method-
ists to forget or misunderstand the role of 
bodies like the University Senate in our 
church, it’s precisely because of the work 
they’ve done I have experienced such pow-
erful and transformative educational expe-
riences. 

This is why we as people of faith must be 
sure that the people elected to the Univer-
sity Senate approach their work with fair-
ness, compassion, and justice. 

They must be able to appreciate the di-
versity of experiences and contexts that 
shape and form the students in United 
Methodist schools. They must be willing to 
lay aside differences of theological opinion 
and political perspective for the sake of the 
larger body of Christ. 

And more so than all these things, they 
must be committed to bringing up a new 
generation of passionate, diverse, and en-
gaged leaders for the work of God in our 
world.

I believe that each of the candidates be-

by Will E. Green

ing offered by our Council of Bishops em-
bodies these values. For that reason, and for 
the hope that our schools might continue 
to be places of personal and spiritual trans-
formation, I urge you to elect them for this 
important work of our Church.

We encourage you to support 
these University Senate

nominees:

Dr. Jan Love, Dean and Professor 
of Christianity and World Politics, 
Candler School or Theology, At-
lanta

Dr. John Russell, President of Mc-
Murray University, Abilene, Texas

Dr. Beauty R. Maenzanise, dean 
of the theology faculty at Africa 
University, Zimbabwe

Dr. Jeffrey Kuan, dean of the theo-
logical school at Drew University, 
Madison, New Jersey

Participants, visitors, and guests at General Conference gather each day at 5:15 
p.m. for Communion at the Tabernacle. The service is provided by Affirmation.  
Photo by Jan Olson. 

Daily Holy Communion

William E. Green,  is pastor of Granville 
Avenue United Methodist Church in Edge-
water, Far North Side, Chicago, and gradu-
ated from Hendrix College. He is nearing 
graduation fromGarrett-Evangelical Theo-
logical Seminary in Evanston.
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Periodically, the Parents Reconciling 
Network selects a person(s) for the presti-
gious Hilton Award. Persons are selected 
based upon their work as social activists on 
behalf of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 
and queer people. 

The award is named for the Reverends 
Virginia and Bruce Hilton, who were avid 
civil rights activists throughout their life-
times.

They were active in reconciling min-
istries beginning in 1980 and were active 
until their deaths in 2007 and 2008, respec-
tively.

The PRN Steering Committee has se-
lected the Rev. Dr. Reginald and Barbara 
Olson as co-recipients of the award, which 
was presented Sunday at the Coalition Tab-
ernacle.

The Olsons will have been married for 
50 years in June. They have three adult chil-
dren, one who is gay, and six grandchildren. 

In 2003 they published a biography on 
acceptance and inclusion. That book was 
provided to all delegates at the 2004 Gen-
eral Conference.

The Olsons  have emulated the Hilton’s 
example. Reginald has multiple degrees, is 
an educator, author, institutional director, 

Parents Reconciling Network 
Presents Hilton Award

and pastor. 
The Olsons have been mediators and 

conflict resolvers in family, business, edu-
cational, and religious settings. 

They were instrumental in forming a 
PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays) chapter. They have also served 
as members and Co-Chairs of the Parents 
Reconciling Network Steering Committee 
for several years. Their list of accomplish-
ments for human rights is extensive.

Just watch them. Try to keep up with them. 
They’ll say things like, “We’re not as young as you!, but they are operating on four or five 

hours of sleep, grabbing meals on the go if at all, and marching marching marching in the 
light of God.

They do it because they love their children.
The stories from our parents are remarkable. Those who’ve seen and heard their children 

abused and who have spent hours making the rainbow stoles our Coalition wears, hours 
packing up materials, hours making calls and writing letters and talking with delegates, 
hours being parents to others.

“We’ve heard so many young adults who are very vocal about the fact that they were 
rejected from their families,” says Bob Swing, Chairperson of the PRN steering committee, 
“so I said ‘if your parents, your friends, your employers have rejected you for who you are, 
we are your parents.”

Former Hilton Award winner and RMN Board member Betty Dorr nods. “We’re here 
in memory of our son Michael, but also because I’ve got lots and lots of ‘kids.’ I will stay on 
this issue until all my adopted GLBTQ daughters and sons are free to be who they need to 
be.”

Her husband Bob Dorr explains that it was one person’s idea – Helen King – to have 
the stoles in 2004, and “it went like wildfire – we didn’t have enough that year.”Over 2,000 
rainbow stoles have been made all across the United States, led by 22 lead designers and 
their friends.

“You know why these stoles are so good?” he asks. “Historically in the gay movement, 
everyone thinks they’re isolated. Suddenly there is something that tells you – it makes all 
the difference in the world – ‘you are not alone.’”

Swing says that the rainbow stoles aren’t a symbol of membership, but of affirmation. 
“They are with us, and what we stand for,” he says. 

Seventy-four-year-old Swing, the Dorrs (also in their 70’s), and Barbara and Vernell 
Carter have been part of the parade of silhouettes around the Tampa Convention Center 
(see photo), and many of them wear photos of their children in a necklace that describes 
that their children are of “sacred worth” (BOD).

They are fearless because their love for their children is a glimpse of the unconditional 
love God has for us as children. It’s fierce, it’s extravagant, it’s “more than we can ask or 
imagine (Ephesians 3:20).”

Thanks, Parents.

The Intrepid Parents, Our Heroes
by Lois McCullen Parr

Ben Roe is Managing Editor of Love Your 
Neighbor News.

They were together five years before they 
came for him.

Tim and Al (not their real names) were 
partners and they couldn’t legally marry, so 
there was no defense from the deportation 
order. They have now been separated over 
five years and Tim spends his days in sad-
ness and fading hope that they will ever be 
able to be together again. 

The love of his life was taken from him 
and he mourns every day that passes the 
relationship they had, and looks forward 
to the occasional phone call from 11,000 
miles away. 

This is one of the impacts of the laws 
against legal recognition of GLBT relation-
ships and of immigration policy: seemingly 
never-ending sorrow and grieving the “best 
relationship I’ve ever had.” 

Tim is a friend of mine and I am one of 
a couple of people from my church who try 
to keep his spirits up and help him to get his 
life put back together. He’s now getting dis-
ability payments after years of hard work, 
and doesn’t see how he could ever travel to 
visit, much less immigrate to Al’s country. 

Oh yes: being gay in Al’s country is il-
legal. Could Al’s request for asylum work? 
Will Al win the immigration lottery? We 
don’t know.

Tim’s relationship to God has been a 
part of the story, too. He was so depressed 
one day that his therapist told him to find 
an accepting church. 

Immigration and Love: A Tough Combination
by Ben Roe

Hannah Hanson volunteers at a jail cell display sponsored by the United Methodist task force 
on immigration in an effort to raise awareness about incarceration around the world. A 
UMNS photo by Kathleen Barry.

	  
Reg and Barb Olson. Photo courtesy of the 
Olsons.

He found one near his apartment, and 
began going. He participated in a prayer 
group and a support group. 

He shared about his struggles with the 
God he had been taught about: a God who 
punishes our every mistake and flaw, and is 
just waiting to “zap” us. 

In this United Methodist Reconciling 
Ministries Network congregation, he heard 
for the first time about a God of grace, the 
classic Wesleyan message. 

He grew closer to God and began to 
change. He began using his speaking skills 
as liturgist. He became more active. His 
stories took on a different tone. He joined 
the church.

One day he was listening to the story of 
a homeless man who attended the church 
and who had been beaten up. Another 
church member opined that God must have 
had something to teach the homeless man. 

Tim found himself blurting out: “That’s 
not the God I believe in! God doesn’t do 
that!” He had come to a new place in his 
faith journey. 

His troubles are not over; he misses his 
Al as deeply as before, but he is finding a 
God who can support him as he lives his 
life. 

Another child of God who is gay found 
a home.

Wait, what exactly IS street theater? 
Imagine yourself walking down the side-
walk next to the Tampa Convention Center. 

All of a sudden, you notice a smelly, dirty 
person lying on the ground and moaning. 
Even more shocking, you watch a passer-
by look down at the one who is suffering, 
glance at a huge wristwatch, and walk away! 
What will you do?

Just as you decide to go investigate the 
scene, a flaming rainbow cape catches your 
attention: a bold, queer hero stops to see 
if the one who is suffering is all right, and 
they begin speaking in oddly loud voices. 

At that moment, as they talk of making 

Street Theater! time to look out for others in need, you sud-
denly realize, this was no simple encounter 
but an opportunity to ask yourself, “Am I 
ready and willing to help any neighbor I see 
in need? Who is my neighbor?”

Street theater includes a number of 
methods of performing a short skit, cata-
lyzing meaningful discussion, or offering 
the opportunity for a crowd in a public set-
ting to consider a discussion question to-
gether. 

Love Your Neighbor volunteers in Tam-
pa will present sketches and dramatic in-
terpretations of the Good Samaritan Sto-
ry. Some of these dramatic presentations 
will reinterpret the question, “Who is my 
neighbor?” by reminding us of those who 
currently are ignored, abused, oppressed, 
and hurt by church policies, culture, and 

legal systems. 
Others will share the ways in which The 

United Methodist Church already lives out 
God’s vision for our church as the Good Sa-
maritan who stops and takes time for per-
sons who have been “set upon and left in a 
ditch.” 

Volunteers are needed to participate in 
drawing attention, act in the theater, inspir-
ing, and leading discussions which reflect 
upon the sketches, helping to prepare and 
encourage one another. 

If this is something that interests you, 
please contact Marla Marcum at marla.
marcum@gmail.com.

Originally published in RMN Flashnet, 
http://www.rmnetwork.org/03-23-2012/

L to R: Josh Culbertson, Anne Lynch, and 
Caitlyn White, Street Theater volunteers.
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love makes a family

Being transsexual is a form of intersex, a condition recognized by the Hebrew Prophets and sung 
about by Isaiah (56:4-5) 2,500 years ago. That understanding means that there is a place for us in 
our community today, as long as we’re willing to engage and educate those who’ve never learned 

about those traditions. Doing so will bring us all closer to the celebration of our human condition.

Fear derives from ignorance, and those religious traditions that maintain their core compassion 
are able to move forward and beyond the suspicions and hatreds that motivate so many religious 
people today. We need to speak out and we must not fear standing tall within our communities of 

faith to demand inclusion, equality, and the respect and dignity owed to everyone

I transitioned from male to female when I was in my 50’s. I was a successful physician, married 
with two children, but I never for a moment stopped knowing that I wasn’t male. I knew this fact 
when I was a young child, and hiding it had made me suicidally depressed. When I came out as 

transgender, the only question my rabbi asked me was, “Are you still going to read Torah at
temple?” I said, “Of course. Why not?” I’m proud of the fact that I was part of getting the

Jewish Conservative movement to recognize trans people. 

—Dana Beyer, M.D


