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Judicial Council Witness
ByDiane[DeLap[SpokepersonfbrNational[Affirmation: [WnitedMethodistsfbr

Lesbian,[Gay, Bisexual,[Mransgender(and[Queer[@oncerns

From[Wednesday [October 24" [through [Etiday [Dctober 26" [phrticipated(id [al
witness[elent[id [Shn [Eranciscoldrganized bl [membersahd [clergy [df [the[Qalifornia]
NevadalAnnual[@Qonferenceltdcbincide With [the [meeting[df[the Judicial [Qouncil.
ThisleffortiWas[fihancially slipported by [the [Rleconciling[Ministries [Network (RMN),
Affirmation, [ahd [the [Reconciling[Qommittee [of[the New [Ehgland[Annual
Conferencelamonglalthers.

Beginning[Wednesday[elening[With alplblic Mitness[id [the Jdstin[Herman [Plazal[id
the[Eimbarcadero, [the [elentlcbntinued With [alchndlelightvgil [darch tbthe
Fisherman’s[Wharf[Hiltonhere[the Judicial[Qouncil [Meetings Were [bking[hkld. (At
the[Hilton, [alwebcastlahd[pless(cbnference [was hkld[id [alnheeting[rbom [atross[the
hallfdom[the [Judicial [@ouncil [Meeting[cbom. [Mhis [meeting [cbom [Was[uked a$ [a]
Hospitality[@enter [throughoutlthe three[dayWitness. [Muring[the[pkess
conference, [Mas[idterviewedalongWith Mroy Plummer, [Executive Director [off

(Continued[ah(phge [2)

Farewell to KenRowe
ByJim [Palmquist[Affirmation[@ouncilcb [donvener

Thislnkwsletter imarks[the [ehd[oflthe [six [ykar [térm[dn [the [Qouncil fdr [dur Qo []
Spokesperson, [Klen [Rowe fdlom[Shn [Erancisco. [KenBroughtlgheatlideas,
perspectives[ahdlehergy[tb [Affirmation,[ahd e Will [miss [his [cbntribution. [Besides
beinglalGo[Spokespersonfdr(threelykars,[Ken [phrticipatedlid [aur [ynx[Qommittee,
and[ehded(up[chairing[thatlcbmmittee. [ynx[id[idvolved with [dur[rélationships [With
otherlarganizations[idside[ahd[dutside the [UMC. [Ebr[séveral [ykars, [KenIdddur
effortsWith [the National [Gay[ahd [(ksbian [Mask [Ebrcelsponsored[Mational [Religious
Leadership[Rloundtable.[Ken [also [hklpedldad dur[@ommunicationsahd [Program/
Spiritual [Ebrmation[@ommittees. [KenWas[dur[Qo[Spokespersonduring[the[time
of[General[Qonference 2D04id [Pittsburgh,ahd [Was[idvolved [id [all [the [mhajor
activities[at[that[elent.[He Mrote alséries[dfflyers fdr[BCR0D04[chlled“HotWater
Topics”, [tying[idtolthe [GC[theme[dfiwWater Washed. [Those[atticlesdkaltwith[idsues
like[gender[ahdlidentity, [Q [&[Aaboutbisexuality [ahd[marriage, [civil luhions[ahd
domestic[phrtnerships.[Mheseldocuments[ghveldelegatesahdlattendees(at[BC[2004
more[idformation[aboutlaurfidsues. [Frequently[pkoplehhve[theselguestions, bt
don’tlkhow [Whomtd [abk [about[them. [He [also[dd[dur[phrticipation at MWVOWV 2003
in[Philadelphia. [Mhe [Affirmation [Qouncil [gives[sincere [thanks fdr (his [ykars[df
service[tb[theldrganization. [Welldok fdrward[td MorkingWith (him[id [durfiture

work.
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Judiciall@ouncilWitness (Continued[flom[plge(I)

RMN, [ahd[ckhers. [During[the[publicitness, [lpresented(al
press[réleasefdlom[Affirmation [preparedforthe[elent.[The
textlofthat[press(rklease fdllows this[atticle.

On[Thursdaylafternoon, [alwebcast[discussion Was[cbnducted
in[the Hospitality[denter [between Mroy Plummer,[Dawnne
Woodie,ahd[me. Mawnne[id[alShn [Franciscolttanswoman who
is[alférmerBaptistlpleacher,ahdlclirrentlyid[TransSpirit
Ministry[Qoordinator [of[the Metropolitan[@ommunity [Qhurch
(MCC)[df[Shn[Francisco,lahd [Executive Director, [@utreach
Program[frMransgenders[d [Qrisis. [The Qidicial Witness
webcasts[ate[aVailable vlalvideolah[demand [at

www.ceedtv.com/Reconcile.htm.

Thursday[night,[Dawnnelahd[cbnducted alTransgender
worship[sérvicelid [the Hospitality [@enter Mith lahe[dfthe
Judicial[@ouncil[dembers[id [attendance. [Fridayelening
students[flom[the Phcific[Skhool[df[Rleligion[cbnducted!al
worship[sérvice.

Sincelthe Hospitality[Qenter/Witness[meeting[cbom Was
located[atross[flom[the [rbom [that[the Judicial [Qouncil was
usingfor[their[deliberations, We [hhd[séveral [dpportunities[td
interactWithJddicial[@ouncil[dembers. [Thhd [ah [dpportunity
tolspendlabout3D[minuteslidlcbnversation Mith ahe[dfthe
Judicial[@ouncil[embers.

Thelddicial[@ouncillbhd[séveral [natters[uhder[discussion[of
concern[to[Affirmation. [MhemostlihportantWasthe [réquest
by [members[dflthe Baltimore[MWashington [Annual[Qonference
tolaverturnlaldecision bl [the Bishop [df[that[Qonferencetd
continuelid[abpointment[Drew[Phoenix, [alphstoriwho hhd
completedlgknder[ttansition ftomfémale[td male.[Th [aHdition,
alrbquest[was[made [t clarify [rbquirements for [nbtification [off
change [of[nhme[When [change [dff[gknder [i{lidvolved.

Onelnbtable[absencefdom[the Judicial [@ouncil [Meeting[was
that[dfJdmes[Holsinger, [cbnservative [plesidentof the Judicial
Councillahd[PresidentBush’s[nbmineefor[0.S.[Slrgeon
General.[[Holsinger[idsued[alstatementloh [the[elve [of [the
meeting[that(hk Was[cbncernedthat[hisinbmination[cbuld
becomelah[flinnecessaryahd[uhproductive[distraction."

Several[dhysafter[theJddicial[QouncilaHjourned, [their [chlings
onltheselidsuesWere[made[pliblic.[@®n[bbth [oftheselissues[the
Judicial[@ouncil[céfused[tblaverturn(the Bishop’s[riilingslah
these[matters. [l [DecisionNo.[I074[the [Qouncil [states A
clergyperson[wholrémained(id[gbod[standing[id [theahnual
conferencel[idlrequired[td bk cbntinued[uhder[appointment.[[A

(Continued[ah[phge [9)
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Newsletter
This[Affirmation[nkwsletter[id[al
quarterly[pliblication.
Only[Affirmation’s[elected
spokespersons[may[répresentlthe
official [pbsitions[dfthis [arrganization.
Opinions|hkre, [signed[ak[uhsigned, [ate
thoseldflthe Mriters,[ahd[dbnbt
necessarily[répresent(the[dpinions[af
Affirmation.
Articles[for[cbnsideration for
publication[mhay [Bk[slibmitted[td:
AffirmationNewsletter_at_yahoogroups.com
Allatticles[id[this[publication [cbmain
thelplroperty [of[Affirmation, [ahd[mhay
be[uked[anly WithWritten [permission
of [Affirmation.

ColEditors:

Jan[Delap(&DianeDelap
©[2D07 [Affirmation:[United
Methodistsforksbian, [Gay,
Bisexual,Mransgender,lahd[Queer
Concerns;

PO[Box D2 | [Evanston, IL[60204.
www.umaffirm.org

E[hail:

umaffirmation_at_yahoo.com*

Mission[Statement

As[ah[iddependentlvbicelaf[ksbian,
Gay, Bisexual,[Mransgender,[ahd[Queer
people, [Affirmation [radically [ckclaims
thelcbmpassionatelahd[ttansforming
gospel lofJésus[@hrist by [rlentlessly
pursuingflllidclusion[id the [@hurchlak
welidurneyMith[the[Spiritlid[cleating
God’s[bkloved[cbmmunity.

AdoptedJdnuary 2005

*[Nlote:[suibstitute [the[symbol F@” [fbr
thellétters[® at ”[ih[thelemail
addresses.
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Affirmation[National(@Qouncil

DianeDelLap Rev.[David[Meredith Jim[Phlmquist

Wilmington,[MA Columbus,[OH Col@onvener

Diane_at_Delap.com* 6142373052 Macungie, [PA
ohiodavidm_at_aol.com* 61030830074

ér;?ﬁ);r:\?::er Rev.MimMennant[Ryne bluemountain_at_entermail.net*

Columbus, [OH Minneapolis,[MN

Tennjay_at_usfamily.net*
*[Nlote:[suibstitute [thelsymbol@” fbrthelétters] at_”[inthelemailladdressesabove.

PRESS STATEMENT
Presented[duringthe[San[Brancisco[Judicial[@ouncil @pen[Air[Witness[atJuistin[Herman[Plaza

My[nhme[id[Diane DeLap.[lhin [heretbday [répresenting[Affirmation: [United Methodistsfdr [Lksbian,
Gay, [Bisexual,Mransgender,[ahd[Queer[Qoncerns(as[their National Spokesperson. [Affirmation[idlah
independentlvbice [of[[IGBTQ [United[Methodists[ahd[allies.

Aslahlelangelical[phstorfdr[almost[2D [ykars, [Ipkrayed[ahd[struggledtd [deny mhy [gknderidentity.
Finally [lfdund [pkace With[GodWhen[lhtceptedthat[hinttansgender. [(When [IHecided[that[iflwas
timefor[mheltd (e [my [life [as [the Moman [GodWanted [me[td [be, [fdund [alwelcoming[United
Methodist[Ghurch.[Theirldvelahdlatceptance Was vital [td [mhy [sliccessful [eansition.

| Believe [that idlid[time fdr[the [Qhurch[tdabandonits[dFive [td [ekclude[pkople Who [stem[different.
Thelhistory [ofgtoups[that[the [@hurch hhs[ekcludedlidldngahd phinful . [k [the [ehrly [dhys [dFthe
church[Gentiles[Werelekcluded.[African[Americanslahd Women still [struggle for[réspect. [Fbr
decades(the[@Qhurchhhs[bkenlttying[tblekclude[QhristianswWholalelghy, Idsbian, [ahd [bisexual. [[Now
transgender[peopleatebking[atked[td[disappear. [BlutWe[atelstill [here! (Welale[hkre [bkcause Jdsus
invited [uk[a$[hk [idvites[all Hahd[all [Weans[all!!

Nothing[id [the [Bible[speaks[against[ttansgender[pkople.[EvenJdsus[said[that[sbme[pkoplelatebbrn
eunuchs[sb [hkeluhderstood [that[there(ate [nhtural vhriations[id [gender [identity, [ahd [ehcouraged
acceptancelfor[theseWho [Would bk [chlledTransgendertbday. [He Welcomedlahyone ho Would
followhim. [@utcasts wWerelidcluded[id [spite [oflcbndemnations b [réligiousIdaders. [Bender ras nbt
alblockltb[Qod'skingdom [forJésus [[Thk [tAughtWomen [ahd[they [slipportedhis[ministry.

God's[cleation [is[filll [ofvhriations[id [gender. [Thelchurchlidichlled tb hklp [everyone grow(id Idve[ahd
service[tb[Godlahdnkighbor[régardlessloflgender[drdtherfidentities. [bklieve [the [churchfdllows
theltéachings[dfJésusWhenlitlatceptslthesérvice[dfttansgenderpkoplellike [Drew [Phoenix, Who
clearly (bhve[the[gifts[ahd[glacesfor [ministry.[As[almatter [offdctwhen[the 2004 [General
ConferenceWas[atked[tdvbte[oh [dgislation[thatlekcluded[ttansgender [pkople [flom [bking[phstors, [it
was[sbundly[defeated.

It'sltimefr(the[Churchltbabandonlthe [pblitics[oflekclusion ahd[td [startfdllowingJdsusagain. [He
reachedldut[tblidcludelahyonewholhkard(thegbodnkws,ahdbkgantbldve[Godlahdnkighbor.[The
churchlthat[chrries[His[hhme[should[dbnb [dss. [Moday [Tkchll loh [the Judicial [Qouncil lof the [United
Methodist[Ghurchltbréject(the [pblitics oflekclusion [ahd [affirm [the idclusive lekample [of [dsus by
acceptinglthesérvice[df[Drew[Phoenix[ahdatherTransgender[phstors.
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It’s[NotEasy

By[Diane[DeLap[SpokepersonfbrNational[Affirmation: [Wnited MethodistsforLesbian,[Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender[and[Queer[@oncerns

Inlthe Words[dflthat mous[Americanphilosopher, Kermit[D. [Frog, [t’s[nbtlehsy [Bein’[gheen.” [Kermit’s
point[Wasl[that[hk[blended![id wWith [the bhckground(dfigteen [davesahd[[bo [mhany [okher[alrdinary [things.”
Beginning[id [the [IB70’s, [gknerations [off[children [hhve [hkard [ahd uhderstood[Kermit's[message about[the
difficulty [Bking[uhcomfortableWith[yburself. By [the [ehd [of (his[ittle sbng[though ermitlatmits, [ am[gteen
and[idll[db fihe, [id's Beautiful! [And [khink [id's hat TWant[td [bl.”

Everylttansperson e lkhown,ahd Ve [khown[hlindreds, [ifnbtlthousands, hhs[struggled With [their[gknder
identity fdom [ehrly [childhood.[Most[of[the[time[theyahd [their [phrents[cbuldn’tlidentify [the idsues [ab
related[td[gknder[identity, [blutlak[they[glew[dlderahd[at [moreidformationbecameaVailable, they
recognized[the[markers[that[hhd[bken[therelthroughtheir[ives.

I've lkhown [fdom 2 [fr [bhck [ab Mchn [rémember [that [Wasn’t[the [shme [a$ [dther [Bbys [ahd [girls. [As [gFew[ub
in[the[1940’s[ahd[50’s Mrkmember [bking[rkpeatedly tbld[that [Ihkededtd Chctlikealbby!” [Mhere Was
obviously [sbmething[that[las[dbing, [even 2k alpleschooler, Mhich [projected [y féelings [that [Twas [algirl.
But[darned.[Mldarned[tb[“hctllikelalbby.” [Mhereas[alrallsénselthat [las Chcting” [alphrt.

It’s[rkally hhrd [t describe Mhatlgknderlcbnfusionlidlall about.MMkiipposelif's like ttying[tb[describe [cblor[td
alblind[pkrson. [flybubhven’tlekperienced[i [ifs[hhrd[tb[glasp [the [cbncept. [Ebr[most[pkrsons, Mhose
perception [of[their[gknder[matches their [physical [characteristics, the [cbnceptofbking[cbnfusedabout
gender[idlcbmpletely fdreign. [Mhe [ukual [description [aflal“ivoman [t+apped[id [almhan’s bbdy” [doesn’t[rkally
doljdstice[td[theldvelloflcbnfusion [lEkperiencedahd hat [ldbservedlid [dtherslike [mhe. [fdlt [ike [my[ife
was [aut[afTync.” [A[bktter [description, [id [my [ektimation, [id[that [of [the [sbund [picture[synchronization [of al

movie.

For[most[df(himanity,[gknder[pkrceptionahd[séxual [characteristics [ate[n[sync.” [There[idnbtahy
confusion[dr(cbnflictbetween the [tivo[phrts. [Fbr[mhe, hbwever, iflwas[like [the found” [phrt of by [life
didn’timhatch [the Cpicture” [phrtlofmy [ife. (When [ybuWatch [almovie [that hhs sbund[dut[df[syncWith [the
picture, [iflréquireslidtenselcbncentration [ttty tb[mhatchthe o [elements [sb [thatlybulchn [Make sénse[dut
oflthelstory.[Therelidlalrkal sénselid Which [matching[the[gknder [skx[elements When they [ate [dutlafsync
requires[algteat[dkalldflcbncentration. [IMentthrough[ife [id [cbnstant[ténsion Hittying[tb Fdrcethese
elements[idto[sync. [Daily [ife[becomesalcbnstant[effortitbfdrce [these [ivo [phrts[tblcbmeltbgether.

MostldflukWho [struggle With[thisisue[cbme [t alpbint[id [dur [ives When Welchn [nb [dnger [manage [the
tension,[ahd[cbmeldbwn[tb[the [mostbhsic[dfchoicesHlife [dr [death; allife thatidvolves[gknder[ttansition
tolresolvethe [cbnflict, [ar [death. (nfortunately [tbo [many (o [uk [fihd[the [alternative Hehding [ife Hitb bk [the
easier[choice.[ManyWholsdy[thatlgender[ttansition[idalchoice donbtuhderstand[thatthe “thoice” [id[nbt
tolbk[ttansgenderldr[nbt. [Thelchoice id[bktween [allife [that [résolves the [gender[skx [cbnflict bl [mMatching
thelphysicallséx[characteristics[tb[the [gender [pkrception, ok [nb [ife [at Gl

| (Was[aboutlténlykars[dldhen[QhristineJdrgenson[rkturned(tbthe [D.S. fdllowing[hkrgknder [tansition[id
Denmark.[Mlkemember [the faeling [df(hbpe Miditially [hhd [that idlwas [pbssible fdr [me [td [do [What [she [hhd
doneltbbkecomealgirl. MhenthereWas[alfdeling[dfhbpelessnessthat[chme When [Theard[thelderisive
comments[ahd[jdkes[mhadelabout[her b the [medialatwell [ak [nhy fAmily [ahd fdiends. [As[mMuch 2 [Wanted
to, [lrkalized[that[this Was [nbtsbmething[that [cbuld(db.

My [téenagelybarsWerelhbrrible.[f's[hhrdehoughfdr(the [aVerage [téenager[tbfiguredutlthe bbylglrl

(Continued[oh(phge [7)
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OUT [Awards[tb[beThaugurated(during
General[@onference[2008[in [BortMorth

Some[Drop[Qut,[Dthers[QomelOUT
Some[Mlirn BAway [flom [their [Fhith,[@thersLive [d[OUT
Some[Hide[@ut,[@thersShout[@UT TheirIdentity

Dolybukhow[ahyoneWhoid[OUT?
Nominatelthem [tblréceiveah[OUT [Awardfdom [Afffirmation
Submit[Nominations for [First[Ever Affirmation[QUT [Awards

On[Shturday, [April2k™, [Affirmation Willlhbst[albhnquet[at[the 2008 [General [Qonferencelin
FortMWorth, Mexas. [Atlthe [bhnquet, tvo[pkrsonsMWill bk [plesented With [ah [OUT [Award
recognizinglthem[ak exceptionalllesbian,Gay, Bisexual, Mransgender(dr(Queer
United Methodist[@hristians[wWholalre [boldly[and vividly living[OUT [their[faith
and[Witness.

Onelalvard will [Be[given[td [ah [OUT [y [person (3 [nbn[cledentialed [ahd [nbn [phid [Member/
witness [id [the [church) [ahd[the [stcond Will bk [glven [td [ah [OUT [pkofessional [(d[cledentialed
and/or [phid[plofessional [id [the [life [of [the [church).

Alllnbminees[ahdlnbminatorswill [k [idvitedtb [the bhnquet. [The [DUT lalvardWinners[Will
belstlected b [the [Affirmation National [Qouncil. [Mhe [avards Wil | bk [plresented(at [the
banquet.

Tolnbminatelalpkrson, [please [slibmit[alsingle [phge [nbmination [tb [David Meredith, ZD00
Summit[Ave.,[@incinnati,[@H[I45243. [Ehch [nbmination[shouldidclude D) [the [nbminator’s
name,[aldress, [phone, [elhail, ahd[description[df[rélationship [tb [nbminee, 2) [the [nbminee’s
name, [dy [dr [plofessional, [aldress, [phone, [ahd[elmhail, [ahd[3) alnhrrative [df the [glalities,
activities,[ahdleVents[that[qualify [the[pkrson(aah “exceptionallésbian,(gay, [Hisexual,
transgenderldriqueerUnited Methodist[@hristian Who[is[Holdly[aind lvividlyliving
OUT their[faith[and[Witness.”

Deadlinefdrnbminations: [February 2D, 2008.
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GC2008 Delegates NeedtoHear Your[Story

By[Diane[DeLap

Affirmation [iS[ghthering[the[stories[f[GLBT [United Methodists [t [plresent[during[GCO8[id
the[Affirmation [dhily [nkwsletter.[Welnked[the[General [Qonferenceldelegates tb (Rearybur
stories[sblthathen(theyvbte fdr[discrimination, [they Will[sée lybur [fdce ahd [hkar [again [ybur
story.[Whenlthelihportantlvbteslcbmeup WeWantlthem[tbrkmemberlybur[story[td
remind[them [of[their[obligation [t [rbpresental [UMClnhembers, [ekpecially [those Who [hhve
been[discriminated[ajainst.

It’s[ehsy [tb [vbte [for[pFinciplesthathhve[nb ilmediate[cbnsequences, butwhenMelputalfice
onl(thelphin[that[résultsflom [discriminatory [dgislation, [delegates Wil bk fdrced [t [think
twicelaboutltheirlvbte.

It’s(bhrd(tb Mritelybur[story. [khow itlwas[difficult fbr [nhe [td [plitidto Mords by [durney.
It’s[difficultltd [discuss[pkrsonalleventsahd[fdelings that e Mould[plefer[tbldave [id [the [phst.
Youldbn’tbhveltb[glve[specific[details [but[if s ihportant[that(delegates[uhderstandthat[their
decisions[résult[id [rbal [phin[id [the [ves [of [dther [Qhristians. [Please [ehail lybulstory [td
umaffirmation_at_yahoo.com (ol [mail [t [Affirmation; [PIO [Box 102 | ; [Evanston, [IL[60204
and[iddicate[@Attn:[GCO8[Article” [an [thelehvelope.

Wherelis my/Affirmationnewsletter???

No i’ s[nbtlybur ihagination. [’ s [bkeen [alwhile[since [We’ve [putldut[alnkwsletter. [Dne [of [the
consequences [off[bhvinglalrkduced[Qouncil [size [hhs[bken[alsignificant[réduction [id [the
number[off[afticles[sibmitted [tb [be [pliblished. (M otlahnly [that, butlthere[ale féwer [pkopleltd
manage [the ihportant/attivitiesof [Affirmation.[Membership, filnd[rhising, [ahd[planning[fdr
events[ab[Well [a$ [newsletter[publishinglall [siiffer. [Affirmation [id[ah [all vblunteer [alrganization.
Weldbn’t[hirealstaffltd [do lolur Work. [Mhe[pbint (of[thisid[that We [nked ybultd vblunteer [tb
servelat[alQouncil[Member[aklahalcbmmittee. [Withoutlybur [hklp [the ilhportant Work[of
Affirmation Wil sliffer. [MRstead[of sitting [there [ahd [cbmplaining[about [the [nkwsletter lybu
missed [l [the [shd[state[cf[affairs[id [the UMC, [vblunteer[tb Bk [alphrt[dflthe [sblution. [To
volunteer [sénd[ah[eail [td [umaffirmation_at_yahoo.com[ahd[plitfNominations[ahd
Leadership[Development”[id[the [slibject[lihe.

Frequent(FlyerMilesPilingUp???

Do lybulbhve[alldtlofFrequentElyer[nilesybuhhven’t[decidedhbw[tb [uke? Monating them [td
Affirmation[hklpslsbmeoneMholchn’tlafford(tb[gb, bk [at [General [@onference 2008, [ahd bk ybur
voice[id [cleating[change! [@ontact[Jim Palmquist[at bluemountain_at_entermail.net.
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It’s[Not[Easy (Continued[flom[phged)
relationship, butfdrsbmeonellike [mhe [idWas[ihpossible. [MMWasn’t[slire ho [IWas. [How [cbuld Mikure [alut
my [rélationship [with [dther [bbys[dr[glrls?

Solplayed[nhy[phrtahdChctedllike [alnhan.” [figured(that all [this[cbnfusion [chme [fdom [the Hct [that H
never [hhd[alrklationship With [algirl, [ahd [thatWhen [fdundthe [rightMoman[ahd [gbt[married, idwould all
golavay.[Mhen[lnet[Jdn ahd Wefdll [id Idve. MWasn’tatting, [rkally fall id [dve. (We MWerelmarriedlid[the
mid[1P60’s[ahd [Mas[siire[all the [gender[cbnfusion Was [phst[me.

WhathhppenedWas[ekactly [theldpposite. [WeWere[tdgether[cbnstantly, ahd [IWas[idtimately idvolved
with[alWwoman. [MWas [darningWhat[bking[alWwoman [Was[réally [ike. Mstead [of [the [gender [cbnfusion
diminishing[idlidcreasedlekponentially. (Mthought [lwas [gbing[clazy. [[Finally, about six [Months [after [alur
wedding,Jdn[ahd [kalkedaboutWhatWas[gbing[oh. [We [decided [that [dur [dve fdr[ehch[dther Was[strong
enough [tbldvercomeladlr [slirvive[this[challenge.

Inlthe[dte[TP60’s[Webkecame members[oflahlindependentfdndamentalist[Ghristian[church. [dedicated
my [ife[tb[Christ.[MbklievedJdsus’ Words, [ . .iflybu hhve [ith [a$ [small [as [aInustard[séed, [ybulchn [shy [td
this[mountain,[Move fdom [hkretb [there'[ahd Wil [move. Nothing Wil bk [ihpossible fbr [ybu.” [(Mt.
17:20) My [situation[siirely (Wasn’t[a$ (hhrd[ak[moving[almountain, [sb [TFdIt [that What [hkeded Was[td
strengthen [y [fith [ahd idWould[all[gb avay. Mdecided [tb (become [alphstor, [attended [seminary, [ahd
ministered[td [séverallchurches.[H[didn’t[gb [alvay.

By [the [dte [70’s [Mas[rkally [cbnfused. [Nothing[was [helping [t [diminish [these fdelings. [JHn [wWas [flustrated.
Welhhd[alsbn Who nkeded [me a$ (his[fEther. [(Weldecided[that We [nkededhklp [sb Welspoke[td[al
Christian[cbunselorWho[wWas[almember[of[dur [church. [After [several séssions [fihally [broke [down [ahd
told[him [about [nly [féelings [of [cbnfusion [aboutlmy [gender.[Slurprisingly lhk[didn’t[shake[the Bible [at [nhe
and[declare[nhy[sin. [Hetbld [me[that (hkeded[td [stop Morryinglabout[this. [He [tbld [me[that[GodIdved
melrbgardless[oflmy fdelings, lahd[that What[Ihkeded tb[db Was[tb [darnWhat[GodWanted fbr mhe tb[db
aboutlthis[id [nhy [ife. [As [Thkegan [tb [play Elnbtthat [ibk [removed flom [mhy [ife (bt Fbr Wisdom [t khow
howltb[hhndlelid [bkgan [tbfihd[the beginningsof[pkace.

Inlthelehrly[1980’s [We[moved[tdaldifferentlrégion [ofthe [cbuntry. [@neldhy, [at [despair [began [tb [cleep
back[id [tb [y [ife, [Tchlled alhklp[fihe. [They [rbferredme[tbalslipportigtoup for [transvestites.” [This
began[durleHucationaboutWhatWas[rkally hhppening[id [my [ife. [As[Jdn[ahd [ldteracted With [akhers,
male[ahd[fémale, [strugglingMith [their [gknder[identity ahdWith[the [spouses[ofthese [transgender”
persons, We[bkgan [tb ldarnWhereMelfit[id. Mbkgan[tbuhderstand [more[aboutlwhatWas [hhppening[id
my [[ife[ahd[darned[that[illwasn’t[eVer Cgoinglaivay.”

By[the [dte[80’s[we hhdlidtegratedmy[ttansgenderlekperiencelidto[dur [iVes. [Mas[shtisfied, [at [this[pbint,
tolekpress[my[gender[identity through[closs[dressing. [We[Were[attivelid [durIdcal [church [t Well s [the
locallttansgender[slipportlgroup Hlchreful lnbttb [mhix [the [thvo. (We [hkldvhrious[pbsitions [id [the [church.

| Was[almember [oflthe [churchbbard[atWell[at [bking[alBible [sthool [téacher, [cbmmunionIdader, [ahd
occasional[pFeacher.[WeMere[uhcomfortablethough With[dur[Secretlife.” [Was [also [almember [of [the
board[dfldirectors[offlthe[slipportigroupahdJdn ahd [eHited[their [mhonthly [nkwsletter. [(We[also Worked
with[alnhtional [tfansgender[drganization, [eHiting[nkwslettersahd [hklping[id [their [office.

Finally e [decided [tb[discuss[durttansgender[ife [With [our[phstor Who Was[also [alclose [fdiend. [Thhd
donelsbmelpkrsonallstudy[ahdlrbadalnlimber[dflatticlesaboutlthe [Bible’s[téachings[rélated[td
transgender[pkople.[llhhdcbme[tbthelcbnclusion that[there Was nbthing[that [kbuld fihd[id [the Bible
thatliddicated[that[bking[ttansgender WasMrong.[Mklso fdit[that [the [Bible’s [discussion[dflelinuchs
indicated[that[ttansgender[pkrsonsishouldbkatcepted by [the [church. [kbok [y [cbnclusions[tbthe

(Continued[ah(phge (8)
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It’s[Not[Easy (Continued[flom[phge(7)
pastor[ahd[atWeldiscussed!this, [lhtked fr (his[playerful study [df [these lidsues[tb [sée fl[Thhd [missed
anythingldr [iflthere Was[ahything[WrongWith [my [uhderstanding[dflthe vhrious [rélevant [phssages.

After[séverallcbunseling[séssions, [lhttendedalrkgular [meetingof [the [churchbbard. [As[the fif st [drder [of
business[the [phstor[rbad[allangthy [ibtldflthe [rbasons Why [y [at tivities [ak [alttansgenderperson[made [mhe
unfitltd[skrve[id ahy[dfficial [chpacity i [the [church. [He then [pFoposed[that[the [bbardrémove [me [flom
my[clirrent[rksponsibilities[ahd[declare [me [uhfittb[sérveid [the fikture. [Thebbard[atceptedhis
proposition.[Was[devastated. [llf&It[betrayed bl [my [phstorahd [y [ftiend [a$ [Well [at [dthers [oh [the [Bbard
whoWere[ny fdiends. [IlfaIt[that, [at GItime[df[gteattlirmoil ahd [questioning [id [my [life, [y [church [hhd [chst
me[atide. [After[séveral [Months[dflattempting[tblrésolve the idsues Mith [church [daders, We[stopped
attending[church.

Throughoutlthe 9D’sWelcbntinued(tbWork[tdluhderstand What[GodWanted[nhe [td [db [with [nhy [ife. [We
had[bbthWorkedwith[cbunselorsWholspecialized[id [tteating[ttansgender[clients. [IMWas [beginning [td
realize, [for alnlimber [ofrkasons, [that [Was[nbt[alcloss[dresser. [Was [alttanssexual. [That[idealphnicked
me.[[lrememberedwhat[hhdhhppened[td [Qhristine Jdrgenson [ahd [mhany [akthers[Thhd[séen Who [hhd
made[the [ttansition. [ikhew [that[there Was [alvkry[réal[chancethat [Would[dse Jdn[ahd [Qursbn @s Well
as[nhy[jdb[ahd[most[df[myftiends.

Finally,id (1999, fdllowing[my [sbn’s[gFaduation fdlom [cbllege [ahd (his [slibsequent[marriage, [Idecided [that[id
was [timefor[meltbthinksériouslyaboutbkginningtbttansition [t [ie [ak [a [fémale. [JHn ahd [[Thhd [séveral
discussions,[ahdfdund[algknder(cbunselorWhoalso WorkedWith cbuplesWho Weregbing[through this
process. [ [our(discussionsWe[ralized[that iflwe[Were[tb[shiccessfully nkgotiate[this [pFocess, Wenkeded
tolektablishalrélationship Mith alstipportive church.

|[Begantbldblsbmelrésearchlahdldcatedalchurchlid [alnkighboringlcbmmunity [that Was [a[“federated” [ar
“united” [church[aksociatedWith [Bbth [the United[Ghurch [of[Christahd [the [United[Methodist
denominations. [d[also [pFoudly [declared(that idiwas[Open ahd [Affirming” [at [a[UCClcbngregation[ahd
“Reconciling”[ak[alUMClcbngregation. [After [cbntacting[the [phstor[dflthe [churchahd [rkceiving
assurances[thattheyWould bk [atceptingloffluk We [Began[td [attend[rkgularly. (Wefdund them [tb (bl [a]
warm[ahd[dving[cbmmunity [thatWelcomed|uk [at Well [at [dthers [dfthe [GLBT [cbmmunity. (WeWere[nbt
treated[ab[skcond[dass[@hristians[because [MWas[ttanssexual. (WewWereWelcomedlahd[ak time Ment[ah,
becamelidvolved[id vhrious[pbsitions[id [the [church.

In{dly200 | MWent(throughlthe ldgal [pkocess [of [ttansition. My [nhme[change [Waslcbmpleted ahd[nhy
drivers’[litense[changed, ahd [Ibegan [t [liVe [at [alwoman. (Thter [Thhd [siirgery[that[allowed[alchange [tb [nhy
birth[ckrtificate. [ldlWas [alshortWhile after [y [tansition [that [rkalized[that[the [ténsion [thatlchme With
the[fdeling[afbeing[dutoflsyncwas[gbne. [Was|[at [pkace. (What algift!!

Our[nkwIchurch[stood bl [melahd[playedformelthrough[mhy [thansition [ahd, hen [Idst [y idb, [through
twolahd[che[hhlflykars[dfluhemployment. [They [prayed With [uk for [dur [rklationship With [Qur [sbn [Who
struggledtdlatceptlthe ldss[of[meat hisfHtherahdtbatceptimeaklalwoman. [Mhey [rkjoicedWith[uk[ab
helbeganlthejdurneybhckltdlatceptancelahd at Webegan[tbhhvelmorerbgularatcesstbldur
grandchildren.[Mhey[ehcouraged(me 2 [Tbegan[td [speak [olutlid [@onferencelahdnhtional [Meetingsabout
thelnkedfdr(the[@hurchltbuhderstandlahdlatceptlthelttansgenderlcbmmunity [ak[God’s blessed [children.
Whatlalcbntrastfdlom[dur(dther[churchlthatlréjected[uk!

Perhaps(the [mostihportantichange [hhve [ekperiencedis[the[change [id [my [uhderstanding [df Iy
transgender [nhture.[[lf's[nbt[alblirden(tdbear[dr alploblem[td bk [avercome. [Ii's [nbt [alsin [tb (bl fdrgiven
or[alflaw [tb[bk[slippressed. [H's [algift flom [God [tb [b [V ed. [TH's Who [God Wants me [td [ble. [Moday [
rejoice[that[God[hhs[given[methe [gheat gift [of Ving[id tWo[gknders. [ike [Kermit, lichn fihally [sdy, [l [ain
green[(br,[id [my(chse, [thanssexual) ahd [if Il [do [fihe, [itf s beautiful! [And [Tthink if's What [want b [ble.”
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Where There’s/AWill

By[Rev.Tim[Tennant[Jayne,[Affirmation[Qouncil

Recently idecided [itlwas [time [t fihally rite (my Wil ahd [ubdate [the [beneficiary [ikts for [my [pknsion
plan[ahd [ifelidsurance.[While[the[mhajority [df[ahy [Monies [ldave [will [gb [tb [stirviving Emily [members, []
decided[that[this ould bk [ah[ekcellent(time [tb[tithe. [Ib[the [filst [10% [of[ehch[df [these [(iny [ektate, [pbn [
sion,[ahd[[felidsurance) Wil [gb [td [Affirmation. [Thus, [hklping[the Mork[cbntinue [even When [chn’t (bk [a]
part[dffitl [Besides, [a$ [ah [idactive UM [phstor, [iflglves[mhe [ehormous [pleasure[td [think [af [United Method[]
ist(Pension [finds[slipporting[Affirmation.[Mou[tbochn hhve[this [dy. [@onsider [rkmembering [Affirmation
whenlybuldeclarebkneficiaries for [pknsions, [ife idsurance, [40 | Ks, ills, [ekc.

In[aHdition, [klsoldirected[that(ahy [mMonies[cbllected at [my [Memorial sérvice[gb [tb [Affirmation. [Ihbpe
that/[all [this [Will bk [aldng[time fdlom [nbw, butlifs [gbod [t hhve the [planning[done.

Reportfrom/the Treasurer
By[Jan[Olson,[Affirmation[Treasurer

Affirmation [ehded itk fikcallybar[dn[April 30,2007, ahd[iff s [gFeat[tb [réport[thatWe [ehded [the [ykar [id [the
black.[This was[made[pbssible by [the [@Qouncil[significantly[tightening[dur [ekpendituresahd (b [the
supportfiomdur[members[ahdfdiends. [(Wheneverlahlakrganization[chnlehd[alblidgetlykar b [tAking[id
more[money(thanidlspends[iffidréason fdr[cklebration.

Butwelchnnotlrestlah [dur[Eurels. [Mhelclirrentfikcal lybar [(May (1] 2007 [ April 3D, 2008) [Will hhve
considerablyidcreasedlekpensesdue[tb[General[Qonference 2008. [Ebr[Affirmation[tb [cbntinue[tb bk [a]
strong, visible[plesencelat[General [Qonference, e [will bk [abking [olur [members[ahd fdiends [tbrkach
deep[idtoltheir[pbckets. [With[yburlgknerous[rksponse We [Will bk [able [tb[cbntinue [the fisht fdr [alttuly

inclusive United[Methodist[denomination.

Judiciall@ouncilWitness (Continued[flom[plge(?)

clergyperson’sigbod[standinglchnnot bk [términated Withoutalministrative ok [ddicial lattion [hhving
occurred,lahdallfir [processbeinglatcorded. [All[cdergy [nhme[changes, [cbgardless[dflthe [rbasons for [the
name[change, [ate(tb [bklplaced[uhder minutelquestion EQIl . [The [udicial Qouncil [does [nbtréachlthe
question [ofWhether(gknderlchangelidlalchargeableldffensedlr [violates [mMinimum [standards[ebtablished by
the[General[Qonference.”

Clearly the[udicial [@ouncil fdIt[that[the Discipline[does [nbtlcbver[the idsue [ Mransgender[Qlergy.
However, [ilidtb [be[ekpected [that[cbnservative [elements [id [the [Qhurch Will [push the 2008[General
Conferenceltblréstrictltheldrdinationahdappointment[dflpkrsonswholgb [throughlgénder [tansition.
MarkMooley, [Executive Director [ofMhe [dstitute loh [Religion ahd[Democracy’sMethodist fdcus[gioup
UMAction,[stated, @Welekpectlthe lubcoming[General [@Qonferencelid 2008 [Will [rkspond With [dgislation
that[ubholdsl[ttaditional [Qhristian[téachings aboutlthe sdcredness [df[the (human bbdy. [[Ghristianity’s
traditions[stronglylalgue afainst[ahy affirmation [df [thanssexuality [dr [séx [change [pFocedures. [MAction
calls[upon[the 2008[General[@Qonferenceldflthe[UnitedMethodist[Qhurch L1tbaHdress[ttans [skxuality
and[séx[changelplocedures.[[@hristian [ttadition [dlearly [affirms [the [divine [gift [df[mhaleness[ahd fédmaleness,
seeinglséxuallidentity s [ah [uhchangeable[gift flom [God[rboted[id [physical [rkality, nbt flLid [pkrceptions.”

It[S[clear[that[the[cbnservative attempt[tdekclude flom[the United Methodist[GhurchallWholdb [nbt
measure[ub[tb[theirlawn [réstrictive [uhderstanding[ofthe WorldWill [cbntinue [t [ekpand. [Affirmation [will
continue [tb[stand [fdr [flll idclusion [of[all [Af[God’s [children[id [the [Qhurch. [And [l [means [hll.” [An
“Open[Door” idlnbt[bpen”[flahy[atelekcluded.




Affirmation ,ymoepexoentvorcEFOR:
UNITED EMETHODISTS]FOR]LESBIAN, [GAY, EBISEXUAL, EI‘RANSGENDER, [AND

Affirmation([Vision
forthe United Methodist Church

Atlits[@ctober[meetinglid [@olumbus, [OH, [the [Affirmation [Qouncil [decided td
explorelaurvsion fdr[the United[Methodist[Qhurchat[ah ahchor fdr[Qur Mork.
HerelidWhatwelehvision forthe UMC:

T Ourlmovement[idlreally Glréformation[df[@hristianity

T ThelQhurchlnkeds[tdlgb [BeyondHillidclusion
e An[apology[fdrlekploiting/marginalizing[HGBTQ[pkople
e Adequate[Ghurchlemploymentforallchlledtdsérve
e Anlehd[tdlclergylabuseby[the[Qhurch

T Trulylputlohthe [mind [of[Qhristlahdatceptlall kinds[df(differences

e Other[Hiths,[gknderdifferences, [rhces, [sizes, [skxual [drientations, [sbcial
positions, [ages,[ahd[embracing[those Mith [different[ekonomiclsituations.

o It[Was[nbt[idJésus’ [nhtureltdhhteldr(discriminate
T Honorlséparation[aflGhurchlahd[state
e In[oharriagelckremonies/licenses
e Faith[bhsed[iditiatives
T Sing[fahltheQhurch...”
e Reformlyburselflbefore ybulttyltbréform[akhers
T SingDesus[dveslne...”
o Reallylmean(id
T Ourlmovement[idlphrtloflalpkogression[through[Christian (historytdidcrease

welcome.

o Jesuslchlls[uk[tb[db[our[share(id (broadening[the Welcome [id [this[time.

Affirmation:[United Methodists [for
Lesbian,[Gay,Bisexual,Mansgender,ahd [Queer[Qoncerns
PO[Box[D2;[Evanston,IlL[6D204

www.umaffirm.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/UMCalledOut
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